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In this issue THE WORD IS MIGHTIER THAN THE SIMI (Page 22) 
THE CHURCH AND RACIAL TENSION IN SOUTH AFRICA Benjamin Marais 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND THE SEX PROBLEM 


JUNE 
Walter R. Martin 


AGES 7-14 


and Camp Sandy Cove for 
girls will continue to feature 
a Christ-centered program of 
character building. The boys’ 
camp is on Elk River about 
seven miles from North East, 
Md. The girls’ camp is on 
North East river just four 





horseback riding, and nature | 
study are part of the regular 
activities. 


WEATHER 
Fair and warm, temperature 
rising. Cooler near the shore. 
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NEW PROGRAM AT MORNING CHEER 


Other Camping 
Programs 
Continue 


Camp Sandy Hill for boys 


miles from North East, Md. 





Activities to interest every 
camper 


Swimming, hand crafts, 





All under capable | 


Christian leadership. Season | 


begins June 24, so send for 
free illustrated folders now. 








MORNING CHEER 
RADIO BROADCAST | 


WIBG 090 ko ! 


PHILADELPHIA |. 
Each Weekday | 


7:00-8:00 a.m. | | 





| Dr. 





A touch of the old west right here in the east. Nedr Rising 


Sun, Maryland. 








Conferences to Begin 
May 30 at Beautiful 
Sandy Cove 


Launching another restful, happy and instructive vacation 
| season, Jim Vaus—former wiretapper associate of Mickey 
| Cohen—will be the speaker at the Memorial Day Confer- 
ence. Other speakers through the summer will be Dr. Don- 
| ald Grey Barnhouse, Dr. Andrew Telford, Dr. Alan Redpath, 
William Culbertson, Dr. 
| | Allen Dean—and many other well-known Christian leaders. 


Francis Steele, Dr. 


Conference grounds overlook Chesapeake Bay near North 


East, Md. Modern lodge, cab- 
ins, motel, recreational facili- 
ties, picnic grounds, children’s 
playground, book store and 
spacious dining room all add 
to your enjoyment and pleas- 
ure. Send for your copy of 
the free illustrated folder now. 
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Hilltop Ranch 
Attracts Youth 


SERVES 15-25 
AGE BRACKET 


On June 25, 1956 the first 
group of young people will 
arrive at brand new Hilltop 
Ranch near Rising Sun, Mary- 
land. Everything will be in 
western style with plenty of 
horses and fast-moving activi- 
ties catering to the individual 


| rancher. With room for 100- 
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You feel like singing at | 
Sandy Cove | 


150 ranchers this first season, 
the bunk houses, lodge and 
| saenening pool nestle in the 
204 acres of beautiful wood- 
land, hills and streams. Larry 
McGuill and John De Brine 
will help provide leadership 
during the ten weeks season. 
Bob Palmer is Resident Di- 


| rector. 





Send for Free 
Illustrated Folders 
Right Now! 


The camps, conferences — 
and now the ranch—will be 
popular as usual. Avoid dis- 
appointment by registering 
early. Full details are given in 
the new 1956 folders. Write 
for yours today. Address 


Pastor George A. Palmer 
Box 3, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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RITA’S TESTIMONY (at right) could be multiplied over and over in the lives 
of the underprivileged Greek children who attend our Macedonian Youth Camp 
by the sea. They come there pale and undernourished; they leave with rosy cheeks 
and firm flesh. They come with all their childish sinful habits, acquired in the 
haunts of the very poor; they leave with Scripture verses and Christian choruses on 
their lips instead of careless oaths. And best of all, they leave with Christ in their 
hearts and the Word of God in their possession, to take back to homes which in 
many instances are transformed by their testimonies and changed lives. 


This year we are expanding our facilities, putting up new buildings, purchas- 
ing new equipment. None of these things are ends in themselves, that we may 
point with pride to our material accomplishments. They are all dedicated to one 
end, the winning of boys and girls to Christ and instructing them in the Christian 
life. But how will these things become a reality, and how will these poor children 
be able to attend this “bit of heaven on earth,” unless we as Christians open our 
hearts to them and give them a month at camp this summer? In America such a 
project would seem far too costly, perhaps, but in Greece it can be done for only 
$15.00. Think of it—your little boy or girl (in spirit, at least) to be transported 
from the crowded, dirty streets and poverty-stricken homes of the cities to the 
beautiful mountainous region bordering the blue Aegean Sea! Only $1.00 will 
provide 20 lbs. of nourishing U. S. surplus Food for these children. Ask the Lord 
what He would have you do. Send in your gift now. And it may be that Rita’s 
testimony will be echoed by some other child who has found salvation through 
Christ this summer because you cared. 


Write to the American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. E, P. O. Box 423, New 
York 36, New York, Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary. (In Canada write to 
90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7 ,Ont.) 





Rev. Argos Zodhiates, pastor of the Evangelical Church in Katerini, 
with a group of boys and their counsellors. 
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THE 


CHRISTIAN 


YOUTH 
CAMP 


“I shall never forget the 
days I spent at the Chris- 
tian Youth Camp,” testified 
Rita Delyiannidou. “That 
last night was the greatest 
of all, because it was the 
night I accepted Christ. We 
were sitting around the fire, 
which kept leaping higher 
and higher. As the flames 
rose, so did our enthusiasm 
and we began to sing 
hymns. Then our Pastor, 
the Rev. Argos Zodhiates, 
began to pray. At the be- 
ginning two girls confessed 
Christ and then a real mir- 
acle broke out. One after 
another the young people 
were confessing the Lord. 
It was as though the win- 
dows of Heaven were 
opened and God Himself 
were standing before us, 
bidding us to come to Him 
through His Son. Jesus 
Christ put His hand on my 
heart, as well, and I dedi- 
cated it to Him. I said, 
‘Lord, I give You my heart 
because I know You can 
lead it best.’” 





Choruses, Bible lessons, flannelgraph tell the story of salvation. 
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DR. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
ON TELEVISION: Man to Man 
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CONNECTIC Gicues 

Hartford WGTH 18 Sunday 12:30 p.m. 

New Haven WNHC 8 Sunday 2:15 p.m. 

Waterbury WATR 53 Wednesday 7:00 p.m. 
GEORGIA e 

Columbus WDAK 28 Sunday 12:45 p.m. 
ILLINOIS 

Rockford WREX 13 Sunday 10:15 a.m. 
KENTUCKY 

Louisville WAVE ll Sunday 9:45 a.m. 
LOUISIANA 

Monroe KNOE 8 Tuesday 10:30 a.m. 

New Orleans WJMR 20 Sunday 12:30 p.m. 
MAINF 

Bangor WABI 5 Monday 7:30 p.m. 

Portland WCSH 6 Sunday 10:45 a.m. 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Springfield WHYN 55 Sunday 1:45 p.m. 
MICHIGAN 

Grand Rapids wooD 8 Sunday 8:15 a.m. 
NEW YORK 

Buffalo WGR 2 Sunday 4:45 p.m. 

Schenectady WRGB 6 Sunday 2:30 p.m. 
OHIO 

Cincinnati WwcPoO 9 See local newspaper 

Cleveland WXEL 8 Sunday $:15 p.m. 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Altoona WFBG 10 Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Bethlehem WLEV 51 Saturday 7:15 p.m. 

Erie WICcU 12 Friday 6:30 p.m. 

Harrisburg WHP 55 Monday 1:45 p.m. 

Johnstown WJAC 6 Wednesday 2:00 p.m. 

Philadelphia WFIL 6 Sunday 9:30 a.m. 

Wilkes-Barre WBRE 28 Sunday 11:45 a.m. 

York WNOW 49 Sunday 8:45 p.m. 
RHODE ISLAND 

Providence WJAR 10 Tuesday 2:30 p.m.. 
VERMONT 

Burlington WCAX 3 Sunday 1:00 p.m. 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Wheeling WTRF 7 Sunday 12:30 p.m. 





Radio Logs listing the stations carrying The Bible Study Hour may be 
obtained by writing to Box 2000, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 





Your gifts to these works will reach many souls with the Truth which is in Christ 


The Evangelical Foundation, Inc., 1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please indicate whether your gift is for Radio or Television. 
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LETTERS 


*% tothe Editors * 





SHEPHERD THE FLOCK 


Your point [in “Don’t Kill Your Preacher,” 
March] was well made, . . . but some may 
use your good advice as an excuse to retreat 
from the responsibiiities of the pastorate. 

. .. A pastor is not called merely to pray 
and study the Word. A pastor is called as 
well to be the shepherd of his people and 
to walk among them. “Shepherd the flock 
of God among you . . . not as lording it 
over those of your cure but as examples of 
your flock.” (I Pet. 5:2, 3) 

DONALD M. STINE 
Princeton, N. J. 


TOO MUCH LITERATURE? 


Are we Christians publishing too many 
Bibles, portions, tracts, and various other 
types of literature? Are we reaching the 
point of diminishing returns? 

Hardly a month goes by in which we fail 
to learn of some new zealous outfit feverish- 
ly embarking on the production of such 
literature. Don’t mistake me! I’m all for 
tract and Bible distribution having been 
engaged in it for forty years... . 

I’ve made a very rough estimate of the 
rate of publication: tracts, 122 million; 
Bibles—whole or part, 93 million; maga- 
zines and books, 10 million; grand total 
yearly, 225 million. 

With two billion people on earth, within 
nine years each one would have some piece 
of literature—if evenly distributed. 

RALPH W. ULLMAN 
River Forest, Ill. 

One trouble is that there is too much of 
the wrong thing being printed. For example, 
among the hundred leading languages of the 
world there is a good Bible concordance in 
less than ten. The publishers of ETERNITY 
are studying the possibilities of a project to 
correct this imbalance and to publish Chris- 
tian literature in the almost neglected lang- 
uages and countries. It is our business to 
sow, sow, sow. The Lord of the harvest will 
take care of the sprouting and the growth. 
—D. G. B. 


THE NEGRO HAS A SOUL 

. . » Everybody in South Africa has com- 
plete freedom of religion, and the Dutch Re- 
formed Church is the church to which that 
state of affairs is due. 


Your next statement that theologians 
amongst them deny that the Negro has a 
soul is as far removed from truth as any 
statement can be. . . . The clearest answer 
to this statement is that the Dutch Re- 
formed Church’s synods spend at least 
£500,000 per annum on missionary enter- 
prise amongst the natives, which is in addi- 
tion to what each congregation spends upon 
daughter mission churches amongst the 
colored people. 


Your statement that “their barbaric 
treatment of the black man is unsurpassed 
on earth” is a serious libel on the whole of 


(Continued on page 35) 
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Do you know what it 





means to be hungry 


Have you gone without food for even one day? 


One little Greek boy told us he stole, simply bécause 
he had to live. He had no parents to watch over him. 
His mother was dead—he had no knowledge of his 
father. 


War and persecution have inflicted a terrible shock 
on many of the Greek boys and girls. A fortunate few 
are taken in by aged grandparents. They live in dam- 
aged buildings, living monuments of war. As the chil- 
dren grow their appetites increase but there is little 
increase in their food ration. 


What a tragedy it is to read reports that there are 
four hundred thousand orphans and neglected children 
in Greece? 


And what a tragedy to see them—as I have—and then 
to have to leave them forsaken and forgotten. But 
thank God The European Evangelistic Crusade and 
its missionaries in Greece recognize the overwhelming 
physical and spiritual need of these children. 


This summer it is our urgent desire to send these 
neglected, underprivileged children of Greece to a 
CHRISTIAN SUMMER CAMP right in Greece. In 


GREEK CHILDREN’S FUND 

Rev. Douglas G. Stewart, F.R.G.S. 
European Evangelistic Crusade, Inc. 
(Member Mission 1.F.M.A.) 

811 Westview Street, Dept. E 
Philadelphia 19, Pennsylvania 


YES, | want to have a part in the Christian Summer Camp 
for neglected children of Greece. Enclosed is my gift of 
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this camp, children who have suffered so much phy- 
sically will be given a pleasant change from their drab 
surroundings. We desire to feed and clothe them 
properly, but best of all we long to tell them of the 
wonderful love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ. 


Here is a challenge to God’s people. This Summer 
CAMP will only be possible if you catch the vision of 
this tragic land and put your shoulders to the wheel. 
We cannot do it without your prayers and without 
your help. 


Here is your opportunity to become both father and 
mother to some Greek child. You will have a far hap- 
pier vacation if you know that some needy boy or girl 
is at our Christian Summer Camp because of you. 
Twenty dollars ($20) will help send one child to a 
summer camp for one whole month, ($5.00 a week). 
Would you be willing to invest this amount, or part 
of it. 


Your gift will give a Greek child at least one chance 
of happiness and at least one opportunity to hear the 
message of our Saviour’s love. 


Curgoean Coangelale ___ 
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Bll WESTVIEW STREET * PHILADELPHIA 19 * 
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LETTER TO OUR 


READERS 





Dear Reader: 


Just recently we sent out a trial subscription offer to a large 
list of friends, including some who were former subscribers. The 
response to the mailing was most gratifying. Indeed a large percent- 
age indicated in their replies that their financial status had been the 
reason for their not renewing. 


Typical was a letter from a woman in Pennsylvania who said, 
“No, we had not forgotten to renew our subscription but just didn’t 
have the money to spare then.” 


Thus in the midst of universal prosperity there are those in 
straitened circumstances—many are pensioners or receiving fixed in- 
comes—who just cannot afford the additional cost of a subscription. 


But if this is true in the cross section of subscribers to ETER- 
NITY, which polls have indicated has a high percentage of readers 
blessed by higher than average incomes, think of missionaries and 
Christian workers who prize a subscription to ETERNITY as meat 
and drink. 


Some of the letters we receive from missionaries and English- 
speaking nationals in distant lands are very touching. The magazine 
to them is like a drink of water in a desert place. No group is 
more appreciative of our editorial efforts than the missionaries. 


Also at this season each year there is another group which we 
believe is deserving of gift subscriptions: the graduates of the evan- 
gelical seminaries, Christian colleges and Bible schools. Most of these 
young people will soon be occupied in places of useful service, in- 
fluencing the lives of many others. But their funds are limited. 


There may be others, too, whom you would like to see on our 
subscription list—men in strategic places, statesmen, or leaders of 
men. I remember when we received three gift subscriptions for one 
man who was prominently mentioned in the news at the time. This 
can be avoided by making a gift to ETERNITY GIFT FUND and sug- 
gesting the names of any men you would like to have on our sub- 
scription list. In cases of duplication, the funds will be used in a 
way which will carry out the spirit of the gift. 


This fund was established by the Evangelical Foundation to help 
you do a missionary work through ETERNITY. There is a need right 
now for funds to make it possible to send ETERNITY to this year’s 
graduates of seminaries and Bible schools. 


In view of the urgency of this need will you not consider send- 
ing a portion of the Lord’s money to the ETERNITY GIFT FUND? Just 
make out your check to ETERNITY GIFT FUND and send it to 1716 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. You will receive a receipt which is 
acceptable for income tax purposes. 

Cordially, 





es k 


Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 
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NOW AND LATER 


The government of the Union of 
South Africa has made apartheid, seg- 
regation of the races, the legal way of 
life. What is more this official position 
has been strongly supported by leaders 
of the Dutch Reformed Church of South 
Africa with which many leaders of the 
present government are associated. 

In this issue we present a remarkable 
article by one of the leaders of the 
Dutch Reformed Chuch whose views on 
apartheid do not coincide with those of 
the government or his church. 

Dr. Benjamin Marais is a decendant 
of one of the old French Huguenot 
families who migrated to South Africa 
in 1688. “As almost all of the Hugue- 
nots,” Dr. Marais himself says, “we be- 
came thoroughly Dutch and part and 
parcel of the Boer people, Afrikaans- 
speaking South Africans.” He studied 
at Stellenbosch University and in the 
United States at Princeton. For one 
year he was a teaching fellow at Yale 
University and Divinity School. He en- 
tered the ministry of the Dutch Reformed 
Chuch in 1936. Active in the ecumenical 
movement, Dr. Marais delivered one of 
the main addresses at Evanston on “The 
Church and Racial Tensions.” He has 
written a number of books in Afrikaans. 
One on the color problem, “Color: 
Unsolved Problem of the West,” has 
been translated in English. At present 
he is professor of the History of Chris- 
tianity of the Theological Faculty of 
the University of Pretoria. He is strongly 
conservative and evangelical in_ his 
theology. 


Contributing Editor Walter R. Martin 
has departed momentarily from writing 


(Continued on page 44) 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 
June 3, 10, 17, 24, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; June 4, 
11, 18, 25, New York Bible Class, St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, New York, 
N. Y.; June 7, 14, 21 (eve.), Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa.; June 26-July 1, Sandy Cove Bible 
Conference, Northeast, Md. 
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A top leader of South 
Africa’s Dutch Reformed Church 
takes issue with the policies of his 


church and government 


The Church 


and Racial Tension 
in South Africa 


BY DR. BEN MARAIS 


sational writing. The South African situation is difficult 

and dangerous enough without irresponsible reporting. 

The racial situation in the Union of South Africa has no 
parallel. I have traveled to the far ends of the earth to find 
a racial situation comparable to this one but none exists. 

In some respects the problem in your own South, the ac- 
tions and reactions of whites and Negroes, is much the same 
as in South Africa. But then again the differences in the 
whole setup are so marked that one feels all comparison 
breaks down. 

In both situations there is the telling influence of what 
we can call the psychology of numbers. Anyone who knows 
your own South at least realizes that apart from other in- 
fluences, as for instance strong and “fanatical” personalities 
on both sides of the color line, perhaps the decisive factor is 
the percentage of Negroes and whites in the different areas. 
Whenever and wherever you have more than, say, 25 or 30 
per cent of Negroes in any state or locality, tensions rise. As 
the percentage of Negroes rises above 25 or 30 per cent of 
the total population, minor racial incidents are far more like- 
ly to cause flare-ups than in states where your Negro popula- 
tion constitutes 5 or 10 per cent of the total population. 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, for instance, 
or an area in a city like Chicago, where more and more 
Negroes settle, are more likely spots for flare-ups than a 
town in New England or the Midwest where you may have 
a few old established Negro families. 

This brings us to South Africa, where you have within the 
Union alone about 12 million people, of whom 9% million 
are non-white, i.e. “colored,” Bantu, or East Indian. For 
every white man who belongs to the economically and poli- 
tically dominant group you have four “colored” people. 
This stresses the fact that as a result again of the psychology 
of numbers many experiments in racial codperation tried 


J=" try in this brief survey not to be guilty of any sen- 


out in the United States are absolutely impossible in South 
Africa. Your numerically inferior but politically dominant 
white group will not allow such experiments as the planned 
integration of Negro families in certain cities or apartment 
blocks. It is important for Americans to realize that as far 
as numbers go, you have to multiply the overall American 
situation by forty to get the South African position. Yet, 
and I must say this in honor of the South African whites, 
instances of lawlessness or rioting have been very rare ex- 
ceptions. Lynching is absolutely unknown, as are all-white 
secret societies that use force or violence for the furtherance 
of political ends. I was always struck by the fact that your 
local flare-ups by whites in the South tend to be more violent 
than flare-ups in the Union. 

The differences between the South African and American 
positions must not be sought only in numbers, however. 
Your American Negroes can only be Americans. They have 
for centuries been cut loose from their own historical back- 
grounds as far as language, culture, religion, etc., are con- 
cerned. 

In South Africa it is different. Here they still have their 
own tribal or group languages, cultural institutions, and 
traditions. These factors are more or less binding depending 
upon the degree to which they have been integrated into 
the life and thought patterns of the white man. Can and 
should these detribalised black people, who are victims of 
a terrific and tragic moral and cultural breakup as part of 
this process of being integrated into the life and economy 
of the white man, be led or forced back into their own in- 
terests, into their own background and world to develop 
along their own lines? 

The people who propagate territorial apartheid believe 
that it can and should be done to safeguard the institutions 
and cultural heritages of the white man from being swamped 
by overwhelming numbers of half-civilized or uncivilized 


6 The act of seeking God's will opens the channel of blessing ETERNITY 
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blacks. They also argue that in the long run it will be the 
only way to preserve whatever is good in the heritage of the 
black man himself and to safeguard him from being swept 
away and dehumanized by the maelstrom of economic, cul- 
tural, and moral patterns and forces for which he is ill pre- 
pared. 

It is not my purpose to discuss the possibility of this be- 
coming practical politics. Whereas some authorities regard it 
as within the range of possibilities, others dismiss it a8 a 
pipe dream. Personally, I think there are some possibilities 
along this line, but I don’t think that the economic inter- 
ests of the whites (the need for labor forces in our growing 
industry, etc.) or the aspirations of the black man himself 
will in the long run make this program more than a very 
limited one which will leave the so-called color problem 
—the problem of white and black people working and living 
in the same cities etc.—much the same problem it is today. 

All this background is necessary if we wish to appreciate 
the special position and problems of the church. Now let 
me state immediately that for almost a century my own 
church, the Dutch Reformed Church, as well as most other 
churches in South Africa, has been more or less a segregated 
church. During the last two decades with the color problem 
in the forefront of political agitation, this tendency to have 
absolutely segregated churches for whites and non-whites has 
gained momentum. Theologians have worked out elaborate 
scriptural bases to prove that it is not only permissible to 
have segregated churches but that it is obligatory. Much was 
made of the history of the Jews and the injunctions that they 
should not intermarry with the surrounding nations. As a 
matter of fact, the nations with whom Israel was forbidden 
to intermarry were also Semites, like the Jews, and did not 
belong to another race. There was no racial, but only a 
religious basis to this command. Israel had to remain faith- 

(Continued on page 47) 


Natives are required to carry passports. Here a police- 
man and an interpreter check the papers of a native 
bound for work in the mines. 


The last class. Natives, under the recent Bantu Education 
act, may be taught only their own tongue. Mission 
schools have closed in protest. 
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CHRISTIAN 
BDUCATLON nt ne SEX PROBLEM 


By Walter R. Martin 


t has been succinctly stated that sex is nothing more or 
less than “the difference between man and woman.” 
Basically, this is the answer to many of the problems 


facing Christian educators today in the field of sex educa- _ 


tion and its relationship to religion in general. 

I have attempted in this article to divide the problem 
into two sections, (1) the principles of sex education, and 
(2) the methods of sex education, discussion of which will 
clear the ground for more thorough analysis of the complex 
issues involved. This article is not intended to be an ex- 
haustive discussion of the problems here raised, but is in- 
tended as a brief survey of the issues becoming paramount 
in educational circles today. 


Sex Is neither Good nor Bad 

To begin with, one of the most important principles to 
be emphasized when viewing the problem of sex in Chris- 
tian education is that sex in itself is neither good nor bad 
but that its usage determines its relationship in a moral 
sense and in direct parallel with the revealed Word of 
God. Young people should have this principle heavily 
emphasized in discussion, therefore, for understanding of 
it will remove a great many misconceptions based upon 
half-truths and hearsay scribblings. 

A second important principle to be considered is that 
of the vital role proper sex information and attitudes to- 
ward sex often play in the lives of many people. It should 
be constantly brought out that sound sex concepts influence 
every area of human experience whether it be hygiene, per- 
sonality development, religion, marriage, or life in general. 
Young people, particularly teenagers, tend to feel that sex 
is a restricted, forbidden area of knowledge beyond the 
realm of discussion and questions, and are frequently em- 
barrassed when sex problems are mentioned. This is a 
symptom the alert parent, teacher, or pastor should recog- 
nize at once and deal with promptly. This condition of 
thought left to itself breeds a view of sex that is unhealthy 
and psychologically dangerous, for the youngster is evading 
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Being correct in our doctrine is not enough; we must apply it 


the problem of development and sexual desires, and is 
probably woefully ignorant of even the basic rudiments of 


* sex knowledge. 


Ignorance Can Be Harmful 


A classic example of such evasion where growing ado- 
lescents are concerned is to be found in the case of a young 
freshman college student whose case the author had occa- 
sion to observe as recently as 1951. 

This young girl, Miss X, we will call her, had since early 
childhood been strongly drawn to her first beau. Both of 
them had gone to the same schools together, elementary 
through college, were deeply in love, and planned to be 
married upon his graduation. This young couple seemingly 
had every ingredient necessary to a happy marriage; they 
were most compatible, shared many interests in common, 
attended the same church, and were devout Christians; yet 
their union produced only bitterness, frustration, confusion, 
and eventually trial separation, all due directly to evasion 
of the basic issues involved in proper sex education. 


Miss X had been sheltered all her life and even after the 
advent of puberty had had no desire to learn about the 
proper role of sex in marriage. This attitude was due partly 
to her mother who fostered the idea that sex was “dirty” 
and partly because she refused to think of any physical 
relationship with her childhood sweetheart (now her hus- 
band), beyond the relationship they had enjoyed as good 
companions. By thus evading the primary issues at hand 
and seeking refuge in willful ignorance, she was totally un- 
prepared for the role a wife and mother plays in marriage, 
and the results were devastating. Her young husband had, 
prior to their wedding, taken for granted her knowledge of 
the wife’s responsibility in the marriage union and, being 
young and himself unaware of certain basic truths, married 
her in a large church wedding, and together they embarked 
on what everyone envisioned as a perfect life together. 

It is mot necessary to narrate the sad results of their 
tragic union when he, expecting an affectionate bride, and 
she, anticipating a type of platonic friendship, suddenly 
found themselves strangers not only to one another but to 
the cardinal aspects of a sexual union as prescribed in the 
Christian faith. 

After some months of frustrating married life, Mr. and 
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Mrs. X separated, and it was not until recent months, and 
then only after many fiery trials, that they finally found a 
compatible married life together. It need not be mentioned 
as we leave this illustration, that most, if not all, of the 
unpleasant events previously enumerated could easily have 
been eliminated had the young couple faced squarely the 
relationship of sex to marriage and not resorted to eva- 
sion, a costly and un-Christian method of dealing with one 
of man’s most basic psychological drives. 


Seen as a Gift from God 

The third cardinal principle, as we envision it, is that 
of viewing sex as a “life force,” a force that may be con- 
structive or destructive depending upon the attitude of the 
person who is in the position to utilize its potentialities. 
This principle is of prime importance to the mind of many 
thinkers because so often when sex is properly viewed in 
this light, it loses so much of that artificial aura of mystery 
which cloaks and distorts it, revealing underneath one of 
God’s most precious gifts. 

When these simple principles are understood, then, one 
cannot help but become aware that the goals to be realized 
where Christianity is concerned in every day moral decisions 
must in some measure be influenced by the attitude a per- 
son takes toward the sex question. Adolescent youth today 
is looking for solutions to problems about life and the fu- 
ture of mankind—which future we dare not forget that they 
are. The Church can no longer afford to ignore or half- 
heartedly consider, therefore, the questions directed by our 
future leaders concerning the origin and moral propagation 
of the very life they may be called upon to defend in 
atomic warfare. 

‘To the end that Christian youth may have the correct 
perspective where sex education is concerned, and that 
they may see that one of the true and lasting foundation 
stones for enduring happiness in the building of life on 
both a spiritual and marital basis is a moral, God-centered 
concept of the sex relationship, the constant guiding prin- 
ciple of Christian education where the problem of sex is 
concerned should be this view of sex as a gift from God. 


Various Methods of Sex Education 

Many are the methods which various agencies have de- 
veloped to deal with the problem of sex in education, but 
when the final analysis is made all usually fall into four 
categories, which merit observation in connection with the 
problem. 

(1) Evasion of the Basic Issues—The method of evasion 
is probably one of the most common methods devised by 
worried parents or teachers when confronted with little 
Johnnie’s inquisitive statements, “Where did I come from?” 
or “How are babies born?” etc., etc. 

To such simple questions as this, many adults either 
launch into such complex explanations that the. child loses 
interest and merely says “yes” to be polite, or they relegate 
the answer to the eternal stork myth, hoping that Johnnie 
won’t become inquisitive again for a few years at least. In 
the case of teen-agers, evasion takes many forms such as, 
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“Wait until you're older,” or “Someday I'll explain the 
facts of life, but right now I’m busy,” etc., etc. 

It is at once evident to the trained eye, however, that 
Johnnie will not long be satisfied by the stork myth, nor 
will he be anything but confused by the technical terminol- 
ogy involved where the mechanics of sex are concerned. 
Sooner or later the child will seek outside his home for the 
answers to his questions, and at this juncture distortion of 
sex, its nature, and function really begins in earnest. This 
fact is also true to a much larger extent where teen-agers 
are concerned, for in high school biology, no one can deny, 
the rudiments of sex often crop into the forefront, and 
amply supplemented by current pulp literature, sex-filled 
motion pictures, and television productions, these rudi- 
ments are generally first distorted, clothed in street lan- 
guage, and finally experimented with until the damage is 
done. As one who has had opportunity on numerous occa- 
sions to see the fruits of the “evasion method,” I can testify 
to its definite shortcomings, and many educators today are 
strongly urging that it be abandoned in general practice, 
insofar as this is possible. 

(2) Repudiation Method—Sex as an Evil.—This partic- 
ular method of dealing with sex problems is not as wide- 
spread today as it was in grandmother's day, but it still has 
its share of supporters. 

This concept takes the form of arguing that sex is an 
evil in itself and is only necessary for reproducing the race, 
and outside of this function it has very little to recommend 
its practice by “decent people.” Many of the adherents of 
this view attempt to drag in the Bible with its account of 
Adam and Eve in a vain effort to make sex the “fruit” that 
our first parents “ate” and which consequently cost them 
their Edenic, paradise-like existence and brought sin and 
death upon the human race. It is hardly necessary to refute 
this absurd exegesis since God himself commanded man to 
be “fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth,” and 
it has ever been His expressed will that men and women 
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One business man to another: “We're a non-profit organization. We 
didn’t intend to be—but we are.” That is the history of many a Chris- 
tian life. The believer started out with good intentions, and intended 
to be fruitful for Christ. The world came in and the fruit withered. If 
you want to keep from being barren and unfruitful you will find the 
recipe for the life of profit in II Peter 1, emphasis on verse 8. 


Obedience to the Word of God is the Keystone of Christian character 9 











WELCOME TO RUSSIAN CHRISTIANS 


During the month of June a delega- 
tion of leaders of the various bodies of 
Russian Christendom will visit the 
United States. There will be some mis- 
guided elements who will act like chil- 
dren and who will wish to throw stones 
at these people. There are others who 
will take a mature Christian attitude to- 
wards these guests of our country. Let 
there be none who calls himself a Chris- 
tian who takes the attitude that the 
Jews have no dealings with the Samari- 
tans. 

Only the most stupid ignorance would 
declare that there are no born-again be- 
lievers in the risen Lord Jesus Christ to 
be found under the Soviet rule. These 
Christians are there and we should 
thank God for them and pray for them. 
The Church of Jesus Christ was born 
and passed its adolescence under the 
rule of the Roman Empire, a power as 
alien to true Christianity as is the Com- 
munist dictatorship. There were Chris- 
tians who suffered martyrdom under Ro- 
man rule. Even more men and women 
have died for their faith in our gener- 
ation under Red rule. 

We may hate Communism with the 
holy hatred that belongs to all that is 
of atheism and moral evil. But the Lord 
Jesus Christ told us that the hatred of 
ideas was not to be passed on to the 
people who held the ideas. We are to 
love our enemies. If they hunger we are 
to feed them. The more we hate Com- 
munism the more we must love Com- 
munists if we are to fulfil the commands 
of our Lord. But these visitors are not 
Communists but Christians who must 
live under Communism. 

The delegates who come to this coun- 
try have had to obey the Word of God 
and to be subject to their “powers that 
be,” which are just as much ordained of 
God as the “powers that be” in any oth- 
er part of this world. This is hard for 
some narrow, insular people to under- 
stand. Nevertheless it is true. 
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Recently nine or ten American 
churchmen visited Russia. They had 
many conversations with church leaders. 
Not once during their visit to Russia 
did the Russian press call them the 
emissaries of Capitalism or the ambas- 
sadors of Wall Street. They leave such 
matters for times when thre are no 
such guests in their country). Must we 
say that they have better manners than 
we do? I am afraid that there will be 
stupid congressmen and stupid Chris- 
tian personnages who will sound off 
against these men, some of whom suffer 
bitterly because of their divided allegi- 
ance. 

We would say to these delegates: You 
are welcome, in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Through you we salute 
those who were willing to die for their 
faith; and through you we salute those 
who do something harder—those who 
live for their faith. 


TERROR 


There is terror in the Bible as well as 
comfort. Some time ago a woman asked 
a Christian friend what warrant there 
was for saying that there would be some 
people who would not be in Heaven. 
Why would not everyone be saved? 
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mer. Details will be announced in 
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is as follows: 
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The Christian gave an astonishing an- 
swer, but one which is perfectly valid. 
She replied that John 3:16 was the 
greatest proof that there were people 
who would be lost. 

The enquirer was amazed and an- 
swered that she had learned John 3:16 
when she was a little girl and had al- 
ways thought of it as the great gospel 
verse. The Christian replied that it had 
magnificent glories in its depths, but 
that it also had in it the most terrible 
word in the language—perish. “God so 
loved the world that He gave His only 
Son that whosoever believes in Him 
should not perish. . . .” Then there are 
those who will perish. There is a terror 
that lies before some souls. The Lord 
Jesus Christ was given by the Father in 
order to save men from perishing. 

In the hot sands of Egypt archaeolo- 
gists have discovered thousands of docu- 
ments that have come down to us from 
the times of the New Testament. These 
papyri give us great insight into the 
use of the words that are in the vocabu- 
lary of our New Testament in those 
contemporary times. One _ interesting 
find was a nursery rhyme that was com- 
posed of lines each beginning with a 
succeeding letter of the alphabet. The 
whole rhyme concerns the story of the 
loss of a garment. In the midst of it 
there is to be found the Greek word 
that is used in John 3:16 for “perish.” 

leon ho aras 

moros apolesas 
“a lion he was who took it, a fool who 
lost it.” 

We know that the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah brought salvation to us by dy- 
ing on the cross. Whosoever believes in 
Him shall not be lost—surely He was 
right when He called the rich man a 
fool who thought of new barns for big- 
ger crops instead of thinking of his eter- 
nal state. He was a fool indeed, and he 
perished because of it. 

It is hard to write this without weep- 
ing. Why is it that men will persist in 
folly when it will take from them every- 
thing that they desire? How senseless is 
the course that leads a man to perdition. 

If you are a believer in Christ you are 
responsible to warn those whom you 
fear tobe on this course—but oh! do it 
in love. 


FAITH OR IMPERTINENCE? 


Several friends recently told me of the 
starving condition of some missionaries 
on one of the islands in the Pacific. As 
reported to me, a couple serving under 
a “faith” mission that makes no provi- 
sion for the travel of its missionaries is 
isolated in the Pacific. The wife is sick 
and growing sicker. She has told friends 
that if she remains there she knows she 
will die. She is not receiving adequate 
medical service. My friends were reticent 
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about giving me the name of the mis- 
sionaries or the mission which has no 
funds to bring the family home—hence 
we are unable to help. 

Faith is one of those terms like “fun- 
damentalist” which it is not considered 
wise to criticize. Yet there is a faith that 
is nothing more than impertinence. This 
is sometimes possessed by those who 
have reputations for sanctity, zeal, and 
true faith. We must not judge motives, 
but we need to look at the practice and 
ethics of some of these so-called “faith” 
works. 

Originally at least, the term “faith 
mission” was not chosen or assumed by 
the missions which have come to be so 
designated. This term was applied to 
independent missions which were not 
supported by denominations. Today, un- 
fortunately, this term is often self-ap- 
plied and often in a superior sense. The 
Scriptures clearly indicate that faith 
must be between an individual and 
God (Rom. 14:22). This would indicate 
that while “faith missionaries” are pos- 
sible, the term “faith mission” is a scrip- 
tural abnormality. 

Because faith is something a man holds 
to himself before God, there is a spirit- 
ual sin in which many indulge who say, 
“we carry on by faith, while mission ‘x’ 
which makes appeals is looking to man.” 
This is the sort of spiritual judgment 
from which we are to abstain (Rom. 
14:10). Only spiritual pride could cause 
one Christian, not knowing a fellow 
Christian’s heart, to say of the other that 
his actions are not of faith. 

But there are some practical problems 
resulting today from the number of 
“faith” missions which have mushroomed 
in our country today. The original un- 
denominational mission was the China 
Inland Mission, now known as the China 
Inland Mission Overseas Missionary Fel- 
lowship. This work, under its God-direct- 
ed founder, James Hudson Taylor, was 
established to reach a part of China in 
which no denominational board was in- 
terested. Writing in Revelation maga- 
zine (April, 1935), Dr. Robert Hall 
Glover stated: “How was such a new 
enterprise to be supported? Every board 
already carrying on mission work de- 
pended for its support upon the church- 
es of its own denomination. Mr. Taylor 
was quite unwilling that a single shilling 
should be diverted from these existing 
missionary channels. More than this, he 
felt the importance of safeguarding the 
new undertaking from any just criticism 
on this ground. Accordingly he coven- 
anted with God that he would solicit 
nothing from man, whether publicly or 
privately, but would tell the needs of 
the new work only to the Lord in 
prayer and look to Him alone for its 
support.” 

Thus was established the first of the 
many independent missions which now 
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exist in our country and Great Britain. 
One could never question the need of 
such a work; nor can the principle of 
non-competition with the denomina- 
tional mission’s support help but cause 
us to be thankful for Mr. Taylor’s 
highly ethical motivation. And God 
greatly honored this simple trust in 
Him. Quoting again from Dr. Glover's 
article: “In this way the China Inland 
Mission during the six years of depres- 
sion sent out over 500 new workers 
without curtailing the support of the 
existing work and workers (italics ours) 

. the most marked advance and de- 
velopment of its work in its whole his- 
tory.” 

When God wants a work done, God 
provides. Not all will follow Mr. Tay- 
lor’s method of financing, but where the 
work is called into being by God and is 
carried on in simple trust and faith in 
Him, there will be ample provision for 
all needs, excepting occasions of spirit- 
ual testing which should never become 
the norm. 


But what about the cases where there 
is no provision for daily necessities? All 
too often, when the cases are investi- 
gated, it will be found that the board 
in question is one established around 
someone who because of lack of qualifi- 
cations or immature personality has 
been refused or discouraged by denomi- 
national or responsible undenomina- 
tional boards. Convinced of their call 
from God despite this warning, they 
convince others with little or no mission 
experience to join with them in form- 


. ing a new “faith” mission which is pre- 


sented to uninformed Christian friends 
as “the need of the hour.” All too often 
no one takes the trouble to find out the 
facts behind this new work which in all 
probability is going out to compete with 
the responsible board which turned this 
new “founder” down for sound reason. 

Competition at home for the funds 
of dedicated Christians, competition 
with an established board resulting in 
multiple overhead costs, and then, worst 
of all, competition in the name of 
Christ in witnessing to the people both 
are seeking to win. Later, if something 
goes wrong, it is found too late that the 
word “faith” in the name or the consti- 
tution is no magic “open sesame” to 
financial success. But by this time many 
unsuspecting, earnest young people who 
have raised their support at some meager 
figure and have “gone out on faith” may 
be entangled and cut off—or what may 
be worse, so disheartened that their fu- 
ture usefulness is ended. 

Are we making a case for our readers 
to turn all their foreign missions’ sup- 
port to denominational channels? Not 
at all. Denominational or undenomina- 
tional missions truly called of God and 
led by God deserve and need the sup- 
port of God’s people without regard to 
affiliation or lack of it. Certainly de- 
nominational missions are not the an- 
swer to this complex matter, because by 
the very nature of denominational work 
the original call of God to a needy field 
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favor of the passing pleasure! 








In Tauranga, New Zealand, Postman James Duncan, 41, was fined $56 
after postoffice repairmen found under the floor boards 1,200 Christ- 
mas letters, which Duncan had hidden there when he realized that he 
did not have time to deliver the mail and attend a Christmas Eve 
party as well. How many Christians will face a sters, judgment when 
it is revealed that they balanced their duty to deliver the message of 
Christ over against a passing pleasure in this world, and decided in 
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THAT IF THOU SHALT CONFESS WITH THY MOUTH JESUS AS 
LORD; AND SHALT BELIEVE IN THINE HEART THAT GOD HATH RAISED 
HIM FROM THE DEAD, THOU SHALT BE SAVED. FOR WITH THE HEART 
MAN BELIEVETH UNTO RIGHTEQUSNESS AND WITH THE MOUTH CON- 
FESSION IS MADE UNTO SALVATION. (Romans 10:9, 10) 


THE PUBLIC 
CONFESSION 
GOD ASKS 


By the Editor 


salvation set forth in much detail; in these two verses 
we are presented with man’s answer to God. The doctrine 
of justification by faith apart from the works of the law 
has been spelled out letter by letter through the earlier 
chapters. No one should be in confusion about the matter. 
Man’s total inability to do anything for himself has been 
set forth with every possible facet revealing man’s sin and 
death. God has declared man to be His enemy in order that 
He might die for him and bring him to the throne of 
Heaven through grace. God has declared that man could do 
absolutely nothing to fulfill the divine demands, but that 
He has made it possible to give man the divine righteous- 
ness which man could never reach by himself. All of this 
has been said over and over again in many different ways. 
Now, God tells man that He has put the Word of the 
gospel very near to the lost creature, even in his mouth and 
ir his heart. He then continues to expand the idea, showing 
what the Word of faith is: that if an individual shall confess 
with his mouth that Jesus is Lord and shall believe in his 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, he shall be saved. 
The reason for this is then given; Because, “with the heart 
man believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth con- 
fession is made unto salvation.” 
Some problems and some great teaching are involved 


| n the earlier portions of this epistle we see God’s part in 
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here. First of all, we must agree with practically all com- 
mentators that this passage is primarily addressed to the 
Jews, Paul’s brethren according to the flesh. We can, cer- 
tainly, come to a deep understanding of the passage if we 
consider it, first, as a word that is addressed to Israel. We 
can then expand it to its universal proportions and look 
upon it as a word that describes the transforming work of 
God in any individual, Jew or Gentile. 


Jesus, Lord 

The first thing that was necessary for a member of the 
ancient covenant nation was to confess that Jesus Christ 
was Lord. The Greek here is literally, “If thou shalt con- 
fess with thy mouth Jesus, Lord.” This is a grammatical 
construction which must be translated fully, “If thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth Jesus as thy Lord.” It is taken for 
granted that the hearer has heard the full gospel. He has 
been told that there were certain historical events which 
have happened and that these events are the basis of faith 
and of salvation. Jesus was a man, walking among men. In 
physical appearance he looked no different from other 
men, except that the Scripture plainly says that He was not 
an outstanding personality. “He hath no form nor comeli- 
ness, nor any beauty that we should desire Him.” (Isa. 
53:2) Christ did not look like those saccharine pictures that 
we see of him: the sallow, bearded man. He lived among 
men, despised and rejected. He was put on the cross and 
died an ignominious death. Then God raised Him from 
the dead. The facts of this life and death and resurrection 
had been made known to individuals. Did the individual 
hearer now accept these facts? Was this meek and lowly 
Jesus none other than the Lord Jehovah of Hosts? Was this 
God’s Messiah, come to do His eternal work? These were 
the questions that the individual had to face. And there 
was something more. Not only must these facts be accepted 
as historically true, the individual had to make a personal 
commitment of his own being to this Messiah; he had to 
confess that this Jesus was his Lord. 


No Secret Belief 

It was not possible that there could be secret belief among 
this people. When Jesus was here upon the earth, we read 
in John’s Gospel, “Nevertheless among the chief rulers also 
many believed on him; but because of the Pharisees they 
did not confess him, lest they should be put out of the 
synagogue: for they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of God.” (John 12:42, 43) 

Some have wondered why Paul here puts confession be- 
fore faith of the heart, since in all of the epistle up to this 
point the emphasis has been so strongly upon faith. If the 
whole passage is looked at, however, it will be seen that 
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there are four phrases, beginning with confession with the 
mouth and going on to belief in the heart, then repeating 
the matter of belief in the heart and ending, once more, 
with confession by the mouth. Thus Paul goes from the 
outward act and manifestation to that which is the real 
cause of the confession, explains the deep principle of in- 
ward faith, and ends with the fact that it must manifest it- 
self in outward life. He is showing that there is a work 
which must proceed from faith, and that this faith surely 
produces the work. 

One of the most famous characters in the New Testament 
heard the Lord Jesus Christ preach but left no outward 
confession of his faith, and, therefore, we do not know 
whether he was truly saved or not. I refer to Nicodemus, 
the ruler who came to Jesus by night. We find Nicodemus 
mentioned three times in the Gospel according to John, 
but there is no mention that he had true faith in Christ. I 
hope that when I get to Heaven I shall find Nicodemus 
there, but I do not know. If he is there, of course, he will 
be there by the grace of God. He does not deserve to be 
there, but no more do I, and the fact that I am there will 
always be the greatest wonder that shall ever possess my 
soul. 


Nicodemus 

Nicodemus heard great preaching, but many a man who 
has heard great preaching has turned his back on truth and 
has gone on his own way, not submitting himself to that 
truth. Nicodemus came to Jesus saying, “Rabbi, we know 
that thou art a teacher come from God; for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him.” 
(John 3:2) Christ’s answer was in reality a rebuke. For the 
last thing in the world that Jesus was, was a teacher come 
from God. There had been hundreds of teachers come 
from God throughout the era of God’s dealings with Is- 
rael, but Jesus was not one of them. There have been thou- 
sands of teachers come from God since the time of Jesus. 
Jesus Christ was not a teacher come from God, He was God 
come to teach—and to die. It happened but once in the 
history of the world, and it will never happen again. 

Nicodemus came to Jesus with the unitarian approach, 
and he was sternly rebuked by Christ. He was told that he 
could not see spiritual truths because he had not been born 
again. And Jesus went on to speak of the new birth and 
said, “If I have told you earthly things, and ye believe not, 
how shall ye believe if I tell you of heavenly things.” (3:12) 
Christ then stated that He, Himself, was both here on earth 
and in Heaven at the same time—thus revealing the mystery 
of Himself to Nicodemus—and climaxed His teaching with 
words that have become universal in Christendom, “For 
God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” (3:16) 


Hearing With The Ears 

Did any of this light penetrate into the proud heart of 
Nicodemus? We have no way of knowing. Men listen to 
truth with their ears, but they do not hear it with their 
hearts. So many times they are like people who work in 
radio studios, where such a flood of words goes by that they 
never pay attention to what is being said so long as noise 
is coming from the loud speakers. This is the way most 
people in the world are with God. Nicodemus did not leave 
any record of a confession of Jesus Christ as his Messiah 
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and Saviour. He heard great preaching, but so have millions 
of other unbelievers. 

The second time we meet Nicodemus is in the seventh of 
John. The rulers.of the people hated Christ with the 
passion that would shortly result in His murder. Officers 
were sent to arrest Jesus, and they returned with the testi- 
mony, “Never man spake like this man.” (John 7:46) The 
Pharisees lashed out with the argument that their own im- 
portance should be the supreme court to decide the ques- 
tion. “Are ye also deceived? Have any of the rulers or of 
the Pharisees believed on him?” It is the same argument we 
hear today when someone points out that many of the 
highly educated have not submitted themselves to Christ. 

At this point Nicodemus opened his mouth to say, “Does 
our law judge any man, before it hears him and knows what 
he does?” (7:51) This was a nice gesture, but it was the 
gesture of a man who speaks out for civil liberties and is 
ready to defend many a cause without necessarily believing 
in it. We may hope that his defense sprang from true belief, 
but there is no evidence to that effect. There may have been 
nothing more here than the forerunner of Voltaire, who 
said, “I do not agree with what you say, but I will die to 
defend your right to say it.” Oh! Nicodemus! If you truly 
believed on Him, why did you not cry out and ‘say, “This is 
God’s Messiah, and I, for one, have put all my trust in Him.” 
There was no such confession. 

The !ast time we meet Nicodemus is after the death of 
the Saviour. The body of Jesus had been secured by Joseph 
of Arimathaea, who is described as a disciple of Jesus “but 
secretly for fear of the Jews.” (John 19:38) Nicodemus came 
to Joseph bringing a mixture of about a hundred pounds of 
costly spices to embalm the body of Jesus Christ. What 
was there in this gesture? Was this an evidence of belief? 
Was this a gratuity to stifle the gnawings of conscience? 


(Continued on page 42) 
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A picture magazine has printed the portraits of six (among many 
other) people who have been ted and icted on the evidence 
of their own pictures, taken at the moment of cashing fraudulent 
checks. It seems almost incredible that people will commit crimes with 
such stupid boldness, but when we think how mankind has sinned 
with the same stupid boldness throughout the ages our wonder 
abates. For God’s record is more sure and certain than that made by 
a recording camera. Moreover, those who have been ers veagibore pg 

if they 





a camera have a chance of escaping identification, conviction, 
carceration, but those who sin against God are without hope 
do not flee to Christ for salvation. 


Unless | humble myself before God, | cannot be obedient to Him 13 























Learning the Art of 


HOSPITALITY 


fg chapters of the ancient records of mankind contain 
abominable deeds. One is the nineteenth chapter of 

Genesis, and the other is the nineteenth chapter of the 
Book of Judges. Have you ever wished that these pages 
could be expunged? Rather we ought to ask, “Why has the 
hideous story been allowed to stand?” 

In each case we are concerned with a flagrant violation of 
the sacred rights of hospitality. We must transport ourselves 
across the ocean and reach through bygone years the cradle 
of our race. There on the fringe of life, a menace and a 
mystery, lies desert sand. To Jew and Arab, under a burn- 
ing sky, sand is the vivid, ever-present danger. Should a 
lone traveler emerge from that thrice-heated oven and seek 
shelter in the tent that for the Semite means home and se- 
curity, how could the suppliant be turned away? Perils from 
thirst and from the blazing sun have taught our race the 
elemental duties. Desert lands have shown how near man 
stands to man. The basic virtue is receiving strangers, mak 
ing them share your home. ; 

Much of the fascination of the Bible story lies in the fact 
that God approaches men along our trodden roads. On our 
familiar ways He comes and comes as man. God comes a 
Stranger, seeking hospitality. 

Here is a typical picture. We are on the plains of Mamre. 
There in his tent door during the heat of the day sits Abra- 
ham. Unobserved at first, three men have drawn near. 
Abraham runs to meet them and does obeisance, bowing 
himself toward the ground. The customary courtesies are 
offered—water for the feet, rest in the shade of the tree, 
and tasty, well-cooked food. Abraham stands by them under 
the tree, observant of any gesture which may indicate a 
lack or show a preference. And then momentous things are 
said, for these three heavenly visitors are God. And God 
can now disclose His mind to Abraham. Each now draws 
closer to the other, opening heart and mind. More than 
Abraham realizes, God has imparted His own mind to him. 
Thus when this pioneer of faith speaks in his turn with 
God, the give and take of hospitality has enlarged his 
heart, and he becomes the first great intercessor of our 
race. No one can entertain the LORD of hosts without his 
own soul expanding in the process. The heart of Abraham 
had become capable of the Divine compassion. His mind 
was hospitable also to the far-flung purposes of God, until 
he strangely pleaded with God on God’s behalf. 

Endlessly suggestive as that incident is in itself, it never- 
theless seems to be inserted as a foil to the dark, loathsome 
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deeds of Sodom which fall next to be recorded. Abraham’s 
hospitable reception of the Divine Guest makes more out- 
rageous the behavior of the men of Sodom, branding its 
unnaturalness as its chief feature. 

In Sodom, as in a similar scene at Gibeah much later, 
God received a shameful affront, and from the men He 
made. Let these two incidents stand out in their stark 
horror, for they brand our race with its unnatural crime. 
Here stands the indictment in words of utmost simplicity: 
“He came unto His own, and His own received: Him not.” 
Inevitably Bethlehem comes back to mind. Mary is. there, 
well-nigh exhausted. She is carrying earth’s most precious 
freight, but there is no room for them at the inn. It: is 
the old story. On the eve of Calvary our Lord reverts to it. 
“I was a stranger, and ye took me not in.” From His last 
recorded utterances ere the Book closes, it is to the same 
theme that He comes back: “Behold; I stand at the door 
and knock. If any man hear my voice and open the door, 
I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with 
me.” ! 

The race’s ancient custom, hospitality—it is by their 
observance of this that men reveal themselves for what 
they are; by this they will be judged. Believers glibly: as- 
sume that “the great transaction’s done,” but is the lesson 
fully learned? There is more to this art of hospitality than 
the mere initial welcome. God has required from us the 
courtesy of our home. Yes, well, have we not invited Him 
in? True, but remember, this means that however busy 
the day’s program, you must make time for the Guest.” 
(At his point, someone falls silent.) It means that we 
must do him honor by giving up our own preferences. We 
should plan only those things that give pleasure to our 
guest. It is here that many Christians become uneasy. Pleased 
at having given their Saviour the initial welcome, many 
believers have kept on telling folks that they have done 
so, but their conduct reveals a long aftermath of bleak 
discourtesy. Has the Bible anything to say about this? 
Most assuredly it has. 

One of the most unpleasant experiences among many 
that our Saviour had to face was at a dinner party. The 
imposing house stood open to the street, and passers by 
were welcome to look in. Indeed it was most gratifying: to 
have members of the public congregate and throng the 
doors, especially if they made loud exclamations at the 
grandeur of the sumptuous feast. Jesus had entered. Every- 
thing about His reception registered upon His heart as 
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Guatemalans Protest Roman Catholic to Interference in Government 


Russia Trains Moslem Brigade in Desert War Techniques 


Church Commission Reports on Russia; No Change in the Soviet Line 


DEFIANCE IN GUATEMALA 

As a result of incidents which took 
place in Guatemala shortly before Eas- 
ter opinions have been expressed that 
the Roman Catholic clergy have gone 
too far in participating in public affairs. 
The Archbishop of Guatemala tried to 
censor the anti-religious parts of the 
traditional students’ annual shows of 
mockery and irreverence. In spite of his 
ban that included a threat of excom- 
munication, thousands of Roman Cath- 
olics attended these festivals. In reprisal 
the Archbishop forbade the traditional 
street processions of Holy Week. There 
was such an outcry that he rescinded the 
decree a few hours later. The New 
York Times says that “some circles feel 
that these events show that the power of 
the Church authorities and the people’s 
respect for it is much less than it is ordi- 
narily assumed for such a predominant- 
ly Roman Catholic country as Guate- 
mala.” 

In 1871 there was a reform that start- 
ed a policy of separation of church and 
state. In 1954 there was a revolution, 
which many informed circles said was 
backed by the Jesuits, putting the pro- 
Romanist president in power. When the 
Archbishop asked for Government cen- 
sorship of the students’ parade the Gov- 
ernment was forced to refuse and the 
largest attendance in the history of the 
annual parade gave much greater 
weight to the students’ charge that “The 
Archbishop insolently pretends to influ- 
ence the Government.” 

The influential editor of La Hora 
wrote: Without the so open interven- 
tion of Catholics in politics . . . and 
with them their pastors, there would 
not be too much for which to criticize 
the clergy. But their intervention has 
been so profound, so clear, so greedy, 
and so seeking to regain positions that 
cannot be regained that this attitude 
can be taken as the origin of the criti- 
cism of some sectors of the clergy. . . 
What is really happening is that the 
clergy believes that it was the Church 
that won the battle against the Com- 
munists... .This is an error, , , , The 
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Church helped but it was not the deter- 
mining factor in overthrowing the Com- 
munists.” 


REDS RECRUIT MOSLEM BRIGADE 

An extremely important and signifi- 
cant news item appeared in the New 
York Times on Easter Sunday, buried 
in an inside page. It announced that a 
Viennese source reported that -Russia 
was recruiting a volunteer brigade .»m- 
posed entirely of Moslems. There are 
20,000,000 Moslems in Russia. Soviet 
Moslem soldiers serving in various regi- 
ments have been transferred to a single 
base. The Moslem troops were said to 
be in stiff training under the direction 
of desert war experts. The importance 
of this item is that the main enemy that 
such troops could be used against are 
the troops of Israel. If such brigades 
were formed and loaned to Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia or Egypt, it could consti- 
tute a menace like that which came to a 
climax when Nazi and Fascist brigades 
were recruited to fight in Spain to de- 
stroy the republic and put Franco in 
power. It is not likely that Russia would 
use such troops to advance against Mos- 
lem neighbors—but they would be good 
occupation troops for Afghanistan or 
Pakistan. A smart editor would have 
had this news on the front page of the 
Times. 


CHURCH COMMISSION REPORTS ON RUSSIA 
A nine-man commission of Protestant 
leaders recently spent several weeks in 
Russia as guests of Alexi, Patriarch of 
Moscow and All Russia. The report that 
was issued by the group upon their re- 
turn is most enlightening. Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, chairman of the deputa- 
tion, also President of the National 
Council of Churches, gave the thous- 
and-word report, signed by all nine 
members of the group. The report 
pointed out that the Russian Christians 
have retreated into a_ self-confined 
group, having little contact with those 
who are not within their churches. 
“The most severe limitation of the 
church,” the report stated, “is in the 
area of education; for there seems to be 


no religious cducation except in the 
home by parents and by priests or min- 
isters on occasional visitations. Publica- 
tion of literature is confined almost en- 
tirely to books used in worship. It is 
clear that the churches generally are 
confined within themselves. They re- 
gard their function as that of saving 
souls and preparing them for Heaven. 
They show little other concern for the 
social or intellectual life of their peo- 
ple. It was the prevailing assumption 
that science involves the reason, religion 
the feelings. Educational, economic, and 
political life is the concern of the state. 
Worship, from birth to death, is the 
task of the church. This sharp division 
of function, in a population rapidly re- 
ceiving scientific education biased to- 
ward atheistic assumptions, constitutes 
perhaps a greater danger to the church 
than does political control of the church 
itself.” 


The deputation judged that this con- 
cept of the mission of the church is in- 
adequate. A further conclusion was that 
the Christians in Russia are so ignorant 
of world events and of history that they 
are incapable of discussing matters in- 
volving world peace. All the Russians 
could talk about along this line was 
vague hope for peace, but without any 
considerations of justice, human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. Such a mis- 
sion as this is of very great importance, 
as all the members of the body of Christ 
need each other and can help each oth- 
er by intercommunication. It is hoped 
that such relationships can be further 
explored. 


Christians here must not expect that 
there will be any weakening of the Sov- 
iet position through such interchange, 
for Marxism does not change its goals, 
no matter who is in charge. The forces 
dominating Russia are just as sinister 
with the present mask that is being 
worn as they were under the discredited 
Stalin. But anything that can be done 
to strengthen our brothers in Christ is 
good, and we must do it in the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 


ETERNITY 


EX-DICTATOR TALKS UP 

The most severe attacks on the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in recent times 
have been made by high authorities in 
Latin American countries. Laureano 
Gomez, former president of Colombia, 
now in exile in Barcelona, Spain, wrote 
a 2,000-word letter to a priest in Col- 
ombia and the letter received publica- 
tion in the anti-governmental newspa- 
per Informacion, which eluded censor- 
ship to bring out the letter. The paper 
was suspended the next day. Sefior Go- 
mez charged that the church had lost its 
moral authority because of its support 
of the “tyrannical” regime of the “us- 
urper.” The usurper is Pinilla, whose 
downfall we anticipated in the May is- 
sue of Eternity. The letter from Gomez 
said that the nation would never honor 
priests “who are the supporters and 
partners of this bloody dictatorship.” 
After the letter had appeared in In- 
formacion other newspapers were noti- 
fied by authorities that they could print 
the letter, but without editorial com- 
ment. The Roman hierarchy replied to 
Gomez’ letter in an editorial in the 
church weekly El Catolicismo, and in- 
siders stated that the editorial had the 
support of the Cardinal, Archbishop of 
Colombia. The editorial was vague and 
weak, criticizing only the bitterness of 
Gomez, but not attempting to answer 
his charges. The editorial stated that 
the church “will never lower itself to 
analyze historical events with those it 
deems unfit of it.” It has been stated 
that the Gomez letter will strengthen 
those who wish to establish a more 
severe censorship in Colombia. 


SEGREGATION IN IRELAND 

An attempt to “segregate” Protestants 
in Ireland has called forth much protest 
in that country. The question arose 
over a Lenten pastoral letter written by 
the Archbishop of Dublin, Dr. Mc- 
Quaid, in which he warned against send- 
ing students to famed Trinity Univer- 
sity, a Protestant institution and the 
leading University of Ireland. Recently 
the Bishop of Cork has objected to Gov- 
ernment scholarships being used for 
students in non-Roman Catholic schools. 
Finally, the Archbishop of Cashel has 
warned Roman Catholic County Coun- 
cillors that it would be sinful for them 
to cooperate in awarding scholarships at 
Trinity College. All of this means that 
a Protestant in the Republic of Eire is 
the object of the severest discrimination. 
The Belfast Telegram asks that the Eire 
Supreme Court take up the matter and 
decide it in the same way that the Su- 
preme Court of the United States in- 
validated racial segregation. “The ven- 
detta against l'rinity College,” says the 
Telegram, is being waged for the sole 
purpose of destroying the only rival to 
University College, Dublin. . . This ban 
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. is now indefensible and equivalent 
to racial segregation in America and 
apartheid in South Africa, namely, an 
attempt to discriminate against a sec- 
tion of the community because of their 
religion or race. As such it is contrary 
to the Eire Constitution, which express- 
ly provides that ‘all citizens shall, as hu- 
man persons, be held equal before the 
law’ (Art. 40), and that ‘legislation pro- 
viding State aid for schools shall not 
discriminate between schools under the 
management of different religious de- 
nominations’ (Art. 44).” 


RUSSIAN SPIRITUAL ADVANCE 

From Sweden comes a report of a visit 
of Swedish Baptist leaders to Soviet Rus- 
sia. They published in Stockholm an ac- 
count of their visit, stating that they 
found more religious freedom than they 
had expected. Erik Ruden, the director 
of the Swedish Baptist Union’s mission 
board, stated that there are now some 
6,000 Baptist missions in the USSR with 
a total membership of more than 500,- 
006 and that Baptists are increasing 
there at the rate of about 10,000 a year. 
Mr. Ruden said, ““We were particularly 


impressed (in what was formerly Es-. 


tonia) by the overflowing attendance at 
mission halls and the evidences of a 
surging interest in religion, particularly 
among youth.” The Swedish mission 
conducted 14 worship services attended 
by at least 30,000 persons during their 
trip. 


SPANISH SEMINARY STILL CLOSED 

The police seals which closed the 
building of the Protestant Theological 
Seminary in Madrid, Spain, have been 
removed following written official auth- 
orization. This permits Protestants to 
enter and use the building, but not for 
purposes of theological education. Prot- 
estant leaders announced that they were 
in conversations with officials seeking to 
work out a legal formula covering the 
seminary’s activities. There is still no 
true liberty in Spain. 


POSTSCRIPT FOR MR. HOOVER 

Postscript on my statements two years 
ago that a large majority of the agents 
of the F.B.I. were Roman Catholics. At 
the time Mr. J. Edgar Hoover wrote us 
that it was impossible for us to know 
the figures because he did not know any 
such figures. My informant, high in the 
Government of the U. S. A., told me to 
stick by my guns. I was told that the 
F.B.I. has a secret code that lists the 
color, race and religion of every person 
interviewed. Whether or not that be so, 
the following is a new fact to add to 
the evidence. The F.B.I. Roman Catho- 
lics in Washington hold an annual com- 
munion breakfast. This year the speak- 
er was Bishop Fulton J. Sheen. More 
than 1,000 agents and employees were 


present. Sheen said that the Department 
of Justice should be considered “the 
noblest and greatest of them all” in the 
government service. Sheen spoke on the 
Eucharist saying that ‘‘to possess Christ 
in the inside of-us (through eating the 
communion bread) is such an act of 
love that, according to St. Thomas, not 
even the angels in Heaven could have 
conceived it if our Lord had not re- 
vealed it.” He said that Communism, 
denying the Eucharist, must ultimately 
perish. Here is one point at which I 
am divided. I am with the Roman 
Catholics in hating Communism, but I 
am with the Communists in believing 
that the Roman Catholic mass is non- 
sense; and I would add that it is a 
blasphemy. Certainly our Lord never 
started such a thing. When He said, 
“This My body. . .” it did not mean that 
He had two bodies, or that the bread 
was His body, any more than He meant 
that His body was wood and hinges when 
He announced that He was the door, or 
that it was mud and stones when He 
said that He was the Way. 


In the meantime it is interesting to 
note that there were 1,000 F. B. I. people 
in the Washington office alone. What is 
the total Washington personnel, Mr. 
Hoover? We still believe that more than 
two-thirds of the F. B. I. are Roman 
Catholic. 


BIBLE READING SUIT IN TENNESSEE 


The State Supreme Court of Tennes- 
see has upheld the constitutionality of 
a statute requiring public school teach- 
ers to read a Bible selection at the open- 
ing of school each day. Chief Justice A. 
B. Neil said such reading when done 
without comment does not violate either 
the state or federal constitutions. The 
constitutionality of the law had been 
challenged by a Nashville news man in 
a suit against the Nashville School 
Board. He appealed to the Supreme 
Court after a lower court had dismissed 
the case. The news man said that he at- 
tends the Unitarian Church. Four Ten- 
nessee Unitarian groups submitted the 
briefs in support of his suit while it was 
before the Supreme Court. This is one 
further proof that Unitarians cannot be 
considered as being Christians. 


NEW SOUTHERN BAPTIST FELLOWSHIP 

A group of 152 ministers of the South- 
ern Baptist convention met in Chatta- 
nooga recently and decided to organize 
a new group to be known as the South- 
ern Baptist Fellowship. The spokesman 
for the group was Dr. Lee Roberson, 
pastor of the Highland Park Baptist 
Church of Chattanooga which counts 
14,000 members in its church and the 
chapels in the surrounding area. Dr. 
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THE PARADOX OF SHIPWRECK 


What can a Christian learn from 
apostasy? The answer from Scrip- 


ture warns and assures us. 


ne of the saddest experiences of the Christian life is 
O that of seeing a professed fellow-believer depart from 
the faith. Many of us who love the Lord Jesus Christ can 
recall examples of apostasy even among our close friends 
and associates. Some of the cases concern individuals who 
seemed to be very devoted to Christ and zealous for the 
spread of His kingdom—so much so, that opponents to 
the doctrine of the security of the saints have pointed to 
such cases as confirmation of their theological viewpoint. 

Examples of such falling away from the truth are found 
in Scripture. Paul calls attention to some who “concerning 
faith have made shipwreck,” mentioning two of them by 
name, affirming that he had delivered them to Satan that 
“they may learn not to blaspheme” (I Tim. 1:19-20). 
Again, he sorrowfully refers to the defection of his com- 
panion in the ministry of the gospel, Demas, who forsook 
him, “having loved this present world” (II Tim. 4:10). 
In the same letter, the apostle asserts that Hymenaeus 
and Philetus, in teaching that the resurrection was already 
past, were subverting the faith of some (2:17-18). 

However, this revolt of some against Christ should not 
excessively alarm us who have committed the keeping of 
our souls to the Lord Jesus Christ. Neither should this 
defection of some fail to warn to us that we must not, as 
Calvin commented on this passage, “sport with God by a 
feigned profession of Christianity.” Paul immediately as- 
sures us and warns us: “Neverthless the foundation of 
God standeth sure (the firm foundation of God stands), 
having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. 
And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity” (II Tim. 2:19). Let us consider the true 
meaning of these words, and, by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, allow them to exert their powerful effect upon our 
souls. ; 

First, notwithstanding the defection of some, the firm 
foundation of God stands. The tense of the Greek verb 
connotes that the foundation has stood and yet stands; 
and, in that it was laid by God, the firm and enduring 
constancy of it is not to be questioned. And what is this 
foundation? It is the whole number of God’s elect—the 
true Church of Jesus Christ—joined to Him in a vital 
union effected by the Holy Spirit. It is called a foundation 
in order to express better its immobility, which is not in 
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the least affected by those who subvert the faith of some. 
Those who apostatized were not really of the foundation, 
otherwise they would not have revolted against Christ. 
John thus explained the apostasy of another company of 
professors of Christianity when he wrote: “They went out 
from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
they would no doubt have continued with us: but they 
went out, that they might be made manifest that they were 
not all of us” (I John 2:19). Accordingly, Paul accounted 
for the apostasy of many Israelites under the Old Covenant, 
when he wrote: “they are not all Israel, which are of 
Israel” (Rom. 9:6). So under the New Covenant all within 
the professing Church of Jesus Christ are not of the true 
Church. Many who call themselves Christians are such in 
name only. They wear the badge of Christianity, but they 
have not the Christ of Christianity in their hearts. Some of 
these false Christians continue their profession of Chris- 
tianity, it would seem, until the consummation of the 
age, when Christ removes them as “tares” and “bad fish” 
from the sphere of Christian profession (Matt. 13:30, 40-42, 
47-50). Others, however, though they receive the word 
with joy, having no root they “for a while believe, and in 
time of temptation fall away” (Luke 8:13). That their 
believing is not saving faith is evident from the fact that 
they are described as having “no root.” That is to say, 
they are not regenerate persons. They have not the root 
of the matter of true Christianity in them. Their breach 
of allegiance, therefore, does not in the least weaken the 
foundation of God! 

Second, Paul declares that this immobile foundation 
has a two-fold seal, or inscription, the first aspect of which 
is, “The Lord knoweth them that are his.” The word, in 
this context, connotes that God knows His people in the 
sense that He has peculiar regard for them, setting them 
apart—and that from eternity—as objects of His saving 
grace. That this knowledge is elective is testified to in 
other Scriptures. When God said to His Old Testament 
people, “You only have I known of all the families of the 
earth” (Amos 3:2), He evidently meant that He had 
chosen them “to be a special people unto Himself, above 
all people that are upon the face of the earth” (Deut. 7:6). 
When our Lord said concerning His sheep, “I know them” 
(John 10:14, 27), He meant that it is His good pleasure to 
look upon them approvingly, surely not because of any 
good in them, but because He would display in them His 
sovereign grace. In contrast, in the day of judgment He 
will declare to faithless professors, “I never knew you” 
(Matt. 7:23). 

Moveover, God’s knowledge of His own is a superintend- 
ing knowledge. He constantly watches over His chosen 
with a view to effecting His gracious designs concerning 
them. These whom He in eternity “foreknew” and “pre- 
destinated to be conformed to the image of His Son,” He 
calls and justifies in time and glorifies with Christ in His 
heavenly kingdom (Rom. 8:29-30). The links in this chain 
of blessing cannot be broken. God's purpose finally to 
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save this number can never be thwarted; for He has 
said, in another connection, “Surely as I have thought, so 
shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it 
stand” (Isaiah 14:24). Not one of His own will be missing 
in Heaven. God will see to that. In spite of the opposition 
they experience during their earthly pilgrimage from the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, they are “kept by the power 
of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time” (I Pet. 1:5). For them Christ “ever liveth 
to make intercession,” so that He is able to “save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him” (Heb. 7:25). 
And in them the Holy Spirit ever works effectually; en- 
lightening, comforting, leading, and strengthening them. 
God does not forsake them; rather, He preserves them 
forever (Ps. 37:28). In the midst of trouble He revives 
them (Ps. 138:7), and He is the lifter up of their heads 
(Ps. 3:3). He makes their feet like hinds’ feet (Ps. 18:33) 
and keeps His beloved in His hand (Deut. 33.3). He is 
the restorer of their souls and grants them His comforting 
Presence even in the valley of the shadow of death, never 
failing to cause goodness and mercy to follow them all 
their days and bringing them at last into the house of the 
Lord, there to dwell forever. He establishes their goings 
(Ps. 40:2). He works all things together for their good. 
Indeed, He is their good and great Shepherd and the 
Bishop of their souls (I Pet. 2:25). 

To affirm the prerogative of God to know His people 
so as to choose and acknowledge them does not imply 
that believers have not certain knowledge of their belong- 
ing to God. They have. For God is pleased to communicate 
to them, by His Word and Spirit, experiential knowledge 
of Himself. As our Lord Jesus said, “I know my sheep, and 
am known of mine” (John 10:14). Having such knowledge 
of God in Christ as Redeemer and Saviour, believers are 
assured of their saving relationship to Him, the Holy 
Spirit bearing witness with their spirits that they are 
the children of God (Rom. 8:16). Consequently, believers 
can echo the words of John in his First Epistle, “And we 
know that we are of God—and we know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that 
we may know him that is true, and we are in him that 
is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God 
and eternal life” (5:19-20). 

But there is another part of this two-fold inscription. It 
not only reads, “The Lord knoweth them that are his;” 
it also reads, “Let every one that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity.” These words warn all of us 
who profess Christ as Lord and Saviour that we must 
stand aloof from all unrighteousness of heart and life. We 
cannot trifle with sin while calling Jesus our Lord and 
expect Him to regard us as His own. He who by iniquity 
dishonors Christ cannot expect to be honored with the 
name Christian. 

And why do we say this? Because the practice of un- 
righteousness is altogether incompatible with a saving 
knowledge of the Lord Jesus. He came to save His people 


June 1956 


from their sins. He, the incarnate $on of God, gave Him- 
self for us on the cross that He“might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify us unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works” (Titus 2:14). It is therefore impos- 
sible for us to have a saving interest in His redemptive 
work without at the same time experiencing a real and 
effectual inward cleansing from the pollution of sin. To 
this end Christ now does for His own the work of effectual 
intercession (John 17:17). 

Again, toying with sin is incompatible with an experience 
of the new birth. In the miracle of regeneration the Holy 
Spirit destroys the dominion of sin in the soul, making 
the believer incapable of practicing sin, changing him into 
a doer of righteousness (I John 3:9-10). This is not to say 
that a Christian never sins. The fact of the matter is 
that through inherent moral weakness he does sin, and 
sometimes most shamefully, as did David. Moreover, in 
the sense of coming short of perfect obedience to the 
revealed will of God, the Christian constantly sins. It is 
impossible for him to prevent evil thoughts coming to 
mind, and all manner of shortcomings, defects, and omis- 
sions characterize his words and deeds. Nevertheless, the 
twice-born man does not sin as he did prior to his second 
birth. He does not sin with his whole inclination. He does 
not sin with the full consent of his will. He is free from 
the tyranny of sin, and in the strength of the Holy Spirit 
he wars against. it. 

Likewise, playing with sin is incompatible with true 
repentance. And it cannot be gainsaid that repentance is 
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destruction. Is it any wonder that our Lord cried, “If any man have 
ears to hear, let him hear.” This man was deaf, but spiritual deafness 
comes from not listening in the first place. If you will lift your head 
to listen, He will speak so that even you can hear. 


The Christian life is a new birth and a sure growth 19 








THE INVISIBLE WAR 





Concluding Installment 


THE PHASES OF HIS COMING 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


God Shall Deal With the Gentiles 


At the same time that the two witnesses shall begin 
their preaching in Jerusalem and the salvation of Israel 
shall be getting under way, God shall proceed to deal with 
the Gentile nations. Ham contended for power through 
many centuries, and then Japheth took over the rule under 
Greece and Rome. But the day of Japheth shall come to a 
close, and the promises to Shem shall be fulfilled. God is 
in His Heaven, and His wrath is going forth day by day 
against all that is happening on this earth contrary to 
His holy will. But He does not yet pour forth His wrath in 
judgment. Like the water that is impounded behind a 
great dam, the wrath of God keeps mounting in pressure 
against His patience until His day is completely come. 
Today we are living well down the years of what our 
Lord called “the times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24), and 
they will surely end. 

The study of small words in the Bible is very important, 
and one that will yield rich knowledge is the word “until.” 
There are many verses in which God states that He will 
do one thing until He starts to do another. Thus when 
Jesus ascended into Heaven, the Father said to Him, “Sit 
thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool” (Ps. 110:1). Very evidently, then, He was to 
retain His place as intercessor (Heb. 7:25) until the time 
of the triumphs and the judgments that begin at His 
return. He is to act as the meek and lowly Jesus until 
He sends forth judgment to victory (Matt. 12:20). And 
again, the Jews shall remain largely scattered throughout 
the earth, and Jerusalem will be occupied by Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled (Luke 21:24). 

The Greeks said that whom the gods would destroy 
they first make mad. There is an element of truth in this 
old proverb. The mad folly of men will bring the out- 
pouring of the judgment of God. In the second Psalm 
there is a dramatic conversation between the members 
of the Godhead and the kings of the earth. In order to 
understand the full sweep of its meaning, it is necessary 
to arrange the verses of the Psalm as dialogue. 

The Holy Spirit (with sorrow). “Why do the nations 
rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? The kings of 
the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to- 
gether, against the Lord, and against his anointed. 

The Kings (with bravado). Let us break their bands 
asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 

The Holy Spirit (with scorn). He that sitteth in the 


Prevented by his many activities from finishing The Invisible War, Dr. 
Barnhouse hopes to write the final chapters in the near future. 
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heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have them in derision. 
Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and terrify 
them in his sore displeasure. 

God the Father (with majesty). Yet I have set my king 
upon my holy hill of Zion. 

Jesus Christ (unfolding a scroll and reading). I will 
declare the decree: the Lord hath said unto me, 


Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee. 
Ask of me, and I shall give thee the nations for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth for thy possession. 


God the Father (with joy). Thou shalt break them with 
a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s 
vessel. 

The Holy Spirit (with pleading). Be wise now, therefore, 
O ye kings; be instructed O ye judges of the earth. Serve 
the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Embrace 
the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when 
his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that 
put their trust in him.” 


God’s Wrath Kindled Very Much 

We know from the Bible and from history that not 
many of the rulers of the earth have turned to Christ. The 
nations still rage and imagine the vain things of their 
leagues and conferences and their attempts at peace without 
the God of peace and His Son, Jesus Christ. In our own 
time, when His wrath is kindled but a little, there are 
increasing judgments. But the time will come when His 
wrath will be kindled very much. And when He has re- 
moved His true church from the world, the fullness of 
this wrath, so well deserved by the Gentiles, shall reach its 
peak, and He shall pour it out upon the earth. “For then 
shall be great tribulation, such as has not been since the 
beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall 
be. And except those days should be shortened, no human 
being would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those days shall 
be shortened” (Matt. 24:21,22). 

It is at this moment of God’s great wrath that the action 
against Satan takes a new turn. Until now God has dealt 
with him in patience. Throughout the ages, He had shown 
that there was no permanent good that could come from 
the efforts of Satan or the efforts of man. He allowed 
Satan to fight the battle of Job, and the battles of myriads 
of other souls. The enemy at every turn had dust for his 
pains and could never triumph over the soul who fled to 
put his trust in the Saviour, Christ the Lord. At the cross 
the Messiah died, making a show of Satan openly, and 
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spoiling him and all the principalities and powers (Col. 
2:15). But still Satan continued to have possession of the 
lower Heavens (Eph. 6:12), where he wrestled against 
those who were true believers, at the same time doing 
what he pleased with the unregenerate (II Tim. 2:26). 

Suddenly, as the tribulation on earth is reaching its 
climax, God the Father, in the highest Heaven, gives an 
order to Michael, God’s faithful archangel who is in charge 
of Jewish affairs (Dan. 12:1). The order is to proceed 
against Satan and all his forces and to throw them out of 
the lower Heaven which they had invaded on that first 
day when Lucifer became Satan, declaring that he would 
ascend into Heaven and be like the Most High God (Isa. 
14:13, 14). Now there comes to pass the prophetic moment 
which Jesus Christ had foreseen and announced, “I beheld 
Satan as lightning falling from Heaven” (Luke 10:18). The 
judicial sentence that had been passed upon Satan in 
righteousness by the death of the Saviour would now be 
put into execution. Christ had said, “Now is the judgment 
of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast 
out” (John 12:31), and the moment arrives in the midst 
of the great tribulation. 


Cast from Heaven, Satan Rages on Earth 

“Now war arose in Heaven,” we read, “Michael and his 
angels fighting against the dragon; and the dragon and his 
angels fought, but they were defeated; and there was no 
longer any place for them in Heaven (Rev. 12;7, 8). The 
inevitable had come to pass. The God of judgment, who 
may have given an impression of laxity because of His 
patience, is now seen to be what He had always been in 
His nature and being. “And the great dragon was cast 
out, that ancient.serpent, who is called the Devil and 
Satan, the deceiver of the whole world; he was thrown down 
to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him” (vs. 9). 
Thus for the first time since sin entered the universe, the 
lower Heavens were cleared of its presence, and:of the 
presence of all the foul spirits that had followed Lucifer 
in his fall. No wonder the Heavens echo with the shout 
of joy. When John the evangelist saw this moment in his 
prophetic vision, he recorded, “And I heard a loud voice 
saying in Heaven, Now is come salvation, and power, and 
the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ; 
for the accuser of our brethren is cast down, which accused 
them before our God day and night. And they overcame 
him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 
Therefore rejoice, ye Heavens and ye that dwell in them” 
(vss. 10-12). 

Immediately the next phase of the battle takes place. 
All evil forces having been cast into the earth and Heaven 
rid of them the struggle now rages on the new scene. I 
use the word struggle because I am bound by earth-thoughts, 
but from the divine point of view there is no struggle 
involved. It is the calm sending forth of power by the 
force of the Divine Word. But Satan struggles, even though 
he knows in advance that his doom is sure. The prophecy 
continues, “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth, and of 
the sea! for the Devil is come down unto you, having 
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short 
time” (vs. 12). 

The rest of this same chapter of the Apocalypse recounts 
how Satan flings himself against the Jews in one final 
paroxysm of fury. The woman that brought forth the 
child (vss. 1-5) is Israel, in spite of the fact that the Devil 
(one of the most frequent of the Bible commentators), 
has sought to teach that she is the Virgin Mary. Then it 
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is that God throws His protecting care around Israel and 
shortens the days of the tribulation so that the elect may 
be spared, even as He said (Matt. 24:22). a 

Now that the true church has been taken to Heayen, 
the apostate church destroyed by the political power, the 
Jews come to salvation, and Satan forced out of Heaven, 
events on the earth reach a swift climax. The Lord Jesus 
Christ, physically absent from the earth and present at 
the right hand of God on the throne of Heaven since the 
day of His ascension, now fulfills the ancient promises and 
comes back to the earth. 

It had been said, even in Old Testament times, that 
His feet would stand on the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:4), 
and lest anyone should seek:to interpret this as referring to 
the moment when He stood there in order to return to 
Heaven after His first coming, it was stated that there 
would be a gigantic geological phenomenon, which would 
accompany the accomplishment of the prophecy. Of that 
we shall speak later when we describe that phase of His 
coming which has to do with the material creation. At pre- 
sent we are dealing with His return in connection with 
the Gentile nations of the earth. 

There is to be a meeting of the United Nations, not in 
Paris, Geneva, or New York, or as they once met, at a 
place ironically called Lake Success, but in the plain of 
Megiddo in the north of Palestine. There the represent- 
atives of the nations will hear the pronouncement of their 
doom or the proclamation of the continuance of their 
further day of grace. The first earthward act of the Lord 
Jesus at His physical manifestation as Lord of the earth 
will be the judgment of the nations. 


More than One Day of Judgment 

Through the centuries Satan, the liar, has done all in 
his power to cloud the issues and to confuse the minds of 
men. The general idea, which has grown as it spread 
and which has received the sanction of poetry and drama as 
well as that of false theology, is that there is going to be 
some nebulous general day of judgment at which God will 
gather together all of the human race from Adam to the 
last man, and that He will set them in two camps, the 
sheep on His right hand and the goats on His left, and 
that He, God, will take all of the “sheep,” while the 
Devil will take all of the “goats.” The basis of separation, 
it is vaguely hoped, or perhaps firmly believed, will be on 
some line of character.. Such ideas, even though depicted 
in mediaeval art or hymned by Dante, Milton, and Goethe, 
and proclaimed by false theologians is totally erroneous 
when judged by the Bible. “The great day that’s comin’,” 
when “the saints and the sinners will be parted right and 
left,” is not to be found in the Word of God. We have 
already seen that the true believers are exalted to Heaven 
at the first phase of the Lord’s return. Years, to use a time 
word, will have passed before the completion of God’s 
plans concerning the Jews, and His judgments upon the 
apostate church and the wandering nations. How then has 
such error become so widespread? The answer is partly 
that people have simply not read beyond the topmost 
surface of the Bible, and have been unwilling or unable 
to exercise the care that is necessary to make distinctions 
between things that differ. 

Perhaps an illustration will clarify the point. You meet a 
man who tells you that he is on his way downtown to “the 
trial.” You ask him what trial he is talking about, and where 
it is going to be held. His answer, impossible unless he were 
singularly confused or moronic, is that it is the trial for 


(Continued on page 36) 
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The 
WORD 


is 
MIGHTIER 
than the 
SIMI 






A child learns to write in a Nigerian village echeol 

















The simi, favorite weapon of the murderous African Mau 
Maus, is a sharp double-edged sword. With a quick stroke 
it cam sever an arm, a leg, a head. During the past three 
years, the simi has brought sudden death and mutilation 
to hundreds of Africans and white men in Britain’s Kenya 
Colony. The simi has become a symbol of violence and 
terror. 

But there is an even sharper, more deadly weapon being 
wielded in Africa today—a weapon more powerful than the 
simi or the hydrogen bomb. A weapon which pierces “even 
to the dividing asunder of the soul and spirit.” This wea- 
pon is the Word of God, and it is at present rolling off 
the printing presses in a large number of African languages. 

There is no “stock piling” of this weapon in Africa. As 
fast as it comes off the presses, it is distributed to eagerly 
awaiting Africans. But for every copy available, there are 
many more Africans waiting. 


(Continued on page 24) 
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Saati on se a 


His horizons are as wide as the tale in the book Belgian Congo. On wall is chart to teach alphabet to adults 


Missionaries point to prime need for Christian literature in Africa 


Left: British Education Offices in Kenya. 
Some of these children will reach the uni- 
versity. Right: “Each one teach one.” 
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Native staff mimeographing lessons, Wembo Nyama, 
Belgian Congo. 





Why this tremendous interest in the printed Word in 
Africa today? One answer is that there are thousands of 
newly literate adults in Africa. Throughout the world be- 
tween 10 and 15 million illiterate adults are learning to 
read every year. A large proportion of these adults are in 
Africa. 

These new literates are eager to use their new reading 
ability. They want to read—anything! 

But the new literates are not the only ones who eagerly 
await each copy of the Word of God which rolls off the 
printing presses in Africa. Missionaries are just as anxious. 
Many missionaries have slated Christian literature as the 
No. 1 need in Africa. Individual missionaries and mission 
boards are crying for Scriptures in the African languages. 

The need for Christian literature, and specifically, the 
printed Word of God, is made more pressing in Africa be- 
cause of the wide distribution of non-Christian literature, 
including Communist propaganda, the literature of false 
religions, and secular publications. One missionary journal 
has pointed out the alarming fact that the Communists 
have produced at least two pieces of Marxist literature for 
every man, woman, and child in the world! The tremend- 
ous Communist advances in recent years have been largely 
a result of this skillful use of the printed page. 

The war of ideas and ideologies which rages so furiously 
on every continent is being fought largely with the printed 
page. Communism knows this is their most effective wea- 
pon. And so do the forces of nationalism and of false re- 
ligions. And the weapon becomes more effective with every 
day that passes, for throughout the world adults are learn- 
ing to read by the millions. 

If Christianity does not take up the challenge and wield 
for God the printed page, the tragedy will be a double one 
because it is largely due to the influence of Christian mis- 
sions that illiteracy is being wiped out. Missionaries have 
done more than any other single group to teach illiterates 
to read, and missionaries have done more than any other 
single group to reduce unwritten languages to writing so 
that the Word of God could be printed and read by people 
all over the world in their native languages. What a tragedy 


24 








if this work of Christian missions should be turned to the 
advantage of Satan! 

In Africa to date, the forces of evil have been ahead in 
the race of getting the printed page into the hands of those 
who can read. But the Christian church is at least coming 
alive to the challenge. Missionary organizations are assign- 
ing missionaries to translation work and allotting more 
money than ever to the printing of Christian literature. 
One tremendous help has been the Scripture distribution 
campaign of The Pocket Testament League which was 
launched in January of 1955. Over 11% million portions of 
God’s Word in 10 different languages have thus far been 
supplied by PTL in Africa. 

Missionaries, government officials, and African Christians 


‘alike have testified to the tremendous impact of gospel dis- 


tribution. Concentrated at first in Britain’s Kenya Colony, 
and soon to be extended to other parts of Africa, the PTL 
distribution has played an important part in the rehabili- 
tation of Mau Mau prisoners. Literally thousands of them 
have been led to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ through 
the PTL campaign. 

Government officials and others who have welcomed the 
PTL distribution with open arms and who are encouraging 
mission organizations in the preparation of new literature, 
hope that Christian literature can help turn the tide of 
nationalism in Africa from an anti-Christian, anti-white, 
anti-government crusade to one of constructive growth. 
Missionaries, of course, see the printed Word as the hope 
for a great spiritual revival in Africa. 

In Africa there are 198 million people for whom Christ 
died. Millions of them can read now, and every day more 
are learning. The printed page is the most powerful weapon 
which can be used in the spiritual warfare for the souls of 
these Africans. It is being mightily used for evil purposes 
in Africa today. May the Christian Church not fail to wield 
it for the cause of Christ! 


Mohammedan student in library of a Nigerian college. 
He hopes to become a doctor. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


By HAROLD W. FIFE 


JUNE 10, 1956 
The Gospel Overcomes Paganism 


Background Scripture: Acts 18:23—21:16; 
Ephesians 5:15-18 
Devotional Reading: Proverbs 23:1-5, 29-32 
Memory Selection: Ephesians 5:8 

INTRODUCTION Ephesus! The name must 
have been an_ incessant 
challenge to the Apostle Paul whose strategy 
for preaching the gospel was to go to the 
great centers and let the message radiate 
from there, primarily by way of the local 
Christians. Ephesus was the seaport metro- 
polis of the Roman province of Asia, the 
commercial center for a wide area, the com- 
munications hub for Asia, and heart of the 
pagan worship of the goddess Diana (which 
name is Latinized rendering of Greek Arte- 
mis). As a great strategic center and also 
by reason of the vice and immorality that 
accompanied Diana worship, Ephesus ap- 
pealed to the heart of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles and challenged him to pit the 
power of the gospel against its needs. 


EXPOSITION 
Sowing the Seed 


“The seed is the Word of God” (Luke 
8:11), and it has to be sown diligently if 
there is to be a harvest. Paul’s first visit to 
Ephesus was too brief to be fully effective 
(18:19-21), but it sufficed to get a foothold 
and enabled him to leave Priscilla and 
Aquila; a provision which was to prove of 
great blessing not only to Ephesus, but, 
through Apollos, to the church elsewhere 
(18: 24-28). Thus by shared ministries and 
blessings is the church of Christ built up. 
When Paul came to Ephesus the second 
time he found a group of twelve men who 
had sincerely believed the teaching of 
Apollos, but, not having the full teaching 
of the gospel (19:2-4), had not been born 
again; fuller teaching and response with ac- 
companying signs brought into being the 
first group of Christians in Ephesus. Quite 
clearly spiritual experience must be preced- 
ed by spiritual illumination, and a con- 
sistent teaching ministry is essential if 
Christians are to understand, desire, and 
appropriate their riches in Christ. Today, 
still, in many places the church is woefully 
ignorant, and on the one hand too many 
congregations “will not endure sound doc- 
trine” and turn to sermonettes, while on 
the other expository ministries that lead 
Christians to understand, desire, and ap- 
propriate spiritual blessings are all too rare. 
Real revival will come when individual 
Christians hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness, and teachers and preachers are pre- 
pared to minister the Word. 
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The apostle set himself to meet the need 
of Ephesus—for the first three months teach- 
ing in the synagogue and, when continwa- 
tion there was impossible, for a further two 
years in the lecture room of Tyrannus (19: 
8-10). God set His own seal to this ministry 
in a most wonderful way (vss. 11, 12), and 
not only was the Word contrasted with er- 
ror, and purity of life contrasted with sin 
and vice, but the healing of the Lord was 
shown in sharp contrast with the works of 
the exorcists. The ensuing tumult was in- 
evitable and is a striking tribute to the 
power of the gospel, for when Christ is 
truly preached and sincerely believed some 
trades are sure to suffer and protest! 


The Cost of the Sowing 


When the Psalmist speaks of going forth 
weeping bearing precious seed (Psalm 126), 
he portrays the cost of sowing as very con- 
siderable. At Ephesus there was intense phy- 
sical toll as the apostle toiled for three 
years to support himself in addition to 
preaching the gospel (20:33, 34). There was, 
too, the mental and nervous strain conse- 
quent upon the unrelenting hostility of the 
Jews (20: 19, 31), and, in addition, the ever 
present danger from outbreaks of rioting 
etc. such as that outlined in Chapters 19:23 
to the end. Through it all Paul persevered 
and thus was in a position to deliver the 
solemn and moving charge to the leaders 
of the Ephesian church when the time came 
for him to leave them (20:17-35). 

It must be realized that truly spiritual 
service is hard and costly (whosoever doth 
not bear his cross, and come after me, can- 
not be my disciple); it imposes heavy bur- 
dens on those who serve and all who are 
challenged by it. Christ may be known and 
served simply, but not casually, and we do 
a great disservice to the cause of Christ at 
home and abroad when we fail to emphasize 
the persistent sacrificial effort required for 
effective Christian service, and the neces- 
sity for a clear-cut decision, at whatever 
cost, on the part of those who would fol- 
low Christ. At Ephesus, center of supersti- 
tion and spiritist worship, the many who 
believed on the Lord Jesus made open con- 
fession by publicly burning 50,000 silver 
pieces worth of their books—small parch- 
ment scrolls in silk bags bearing strange 
words in unknown writing, etc. (19:19). 


The self-sacrificing ministry of Paul and 
the open and costly witness of the believers 
made a tremendous impact in the city, and 
Luke was able to record “so mightily grew 
the Word of God and prevailed” (19:20). 
We may expect similar results when we are 
willing to pay the same price. 


The gospel had been pit- 
ted against the entrenched 
evil and error of a great city and had won 
a striking victory with a churc® firmly es- 
tablished in Ephesus and other churches in 


SUMMARY 


' the surrounding towns (cf. Rev. 2-3). For 


the fruit to be conserved there must be a 
continuance of teaching—provided among 
other ways by the letter to the Ephesians— 
and a willingness on the part of the Chris- 
tians to live self-disciplined lives. The key 
to this letter is found in the passage Ephe- 
sians 5:15-18 and can be summed up in the 
words, “Joy through temperate living and 
the fullness of the Spirit.” It would be a 
serious mistake and very inadequate to in- 
terpret this passage as being satisfied by 
total abstinence from liquor, for it is far 
bigger than that. If we live under the con- 
trol of the Holy Spirit, our whole attitude 
to life (vs. 15), time (vs. 16), the will of 
God (vs. 17), liquor (vs. 18), rejoicing (vss. 
19-20), home life, etc. (vss. 21 to end), will 
be characterized by God-pleasing self-dis- 
cipline. Some of the. most moving events in 
the writer’s life have come when standing 
amidst the ruins of some of the ancient cities 
with evidences all around of the utter 
I’centiousness of that age, and to find also 
clear tokens of the pristine beauty of life of 
the very young Church. The same witness is 
needed today. 


JUNE 17, 1956 
Ambassador in Bonds 


Background Scripture: Acts 21:17—26: 32 
Devotional Reading: II Timothy 1:8-14 
Memory Selection: II Timothy 1:12 


INTRODUCTION Like his Master who set 
His face as a flint to go to 
Jerusalem, from the moment that Paul felt 
he should go to Jerusalem, nothing could 
dissuade him. Neither warnings nor plead- 
ings (20:22-24), prophecies or tears (21: 
11-13), or his own premonitions (20:22), 
could deflect him from his course, and so he 
came to Jerusalem to receive a cordial wel- 
come from the Christians to whom he gave 
a report of the progress of the gospel 
among the Gentiles (21:17-19). At the sug- 
gestion of his fellow-believing Jews and in 
order to re-assure them, he performed a 
vow and entered quietly the Temple; thus 
in courteous non-belligerency the apostle 
comes “home” to the center where many 
years before he had studied under Gamaliel, 
and subsequently bitterly persecuted the 
church. Now all was changed, and for 
nearly seven days (21:27) he worshipped; 
then the storm broke that was to make him 
henceforth an “Ambassador in Bonds.” 


EXPOSITION 
Mob Violence 


How quickly a crowd can get out of 
hand! Some Jews from the Ephesus area, in 
Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost recog- 
nized the apostle, stirred up the people, 
and laid violent hands upon him (21:27). 
The false accusation that he had brought 
Greeks into the Holy Place (i.e. past the 
wall that separated Jews from Gentiles) was 
most serious, for on that wall was engraved, 
“No man of alien race is to enter within 
the balustrade and fence that round 
the temple. If any one is taken in the act 
let him know that he has himself to blame 
for the penalty of death that follows.” In 
the ensuing uproar during which Paul is 
beaten in an attempt to kill him (vss. 31, 
$2), he is rescued by the Roman guard and 
carried, chained, into the castle—a tower 
built on a rock in the northwest side of 
the Temple area—and from the vantage 

int of the stairs, loses no time in speak- 
ing to the crowd (vs. 40). His address, de- 
livered in Hebrew to the Jewish crowd, is 
no purely personal apologia but a simple 
testimony to God’s dealing with him from 
his birth through to his authorizing the 
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DAYTON, OHIO— “Your mate- 
rials are most excellent—beautiful 
and scripturally sound.” 

ANACORTES, WASH. — “Our 
attendance has more than doubled, 
we give credit to your material.” 


NEW YORK CITY—". . . our 
Sunday School won five TV Bible 
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pel Light Lessons.” 
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“Your literature is absolutely the 
finest on the market.” 


Gospel Light Lessons can re- 
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1. Gospel Light Lessons teach the 
whole Bible, adapted to the language 
and experience of the individual pupil. 
2. When the course of study is con- 
cluded, the pupil has received a com- 
plete Bible course. 

3. The lessons are “child concerned” 
making the teaching very personal. 

4. As in public school, lessons are 
graded for each year, which provides a 
gradual teaching program geared: to 
the ever-changing needs of the pupil. 
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stoning of Stephen (22:1-20) and is heard 
in silence until he mentions the Gentiles, 
when there is immediate uproar (vs. 21). 
The chief captain (in command of 1,000 
men) had his prisoner stripped to the waist 
and tied with leather thongs to the whip- 
ping post to be tortured, but Paul claimed 
protection (vs. 25) as a Roman citizen and 
is released to face the Sanhedrin. Again he 
is subjected to threatenings and violence 
(23:10) but encouraged by a vision and 
promise from the Lord (vs. 11) and despite 
the bitter antagonism of his foes (23:12- 
35), is brought safely under armed escort to 
Caesarea. He is in bonds and will not be 
released for years, but he is still an ambas- 
sador of Christ. 


The Ambassador 

During the period of over two years (24: 
27) of Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea, he 
had opportunities of testifying before sev- 
eral powerful rulers. Firstly, he witnessed 
before Felix and Drusilla (24:10-27). Of 
Felix, Tacitus the Roman historian writes, 
“he felt he could commit any crime with 
impunity and wielded the power of a ty- 
rant in the temper of a slave.” Both Felix 
and Drusilla (daughter of Herod Agrippa) 
were utterly immoral, and to them Paul 
speaks of righteousness, temperance (self- 
control), and judgment to come with such 
effect as to cause Felix to tremble (24:25) 
but not, alas, to repent, and finally he left 
his prisoner still bound as a sop to the 
Jews (24:27). 

Secondly, before Festus Paul witnessed to 
the reality of a living Christ (25:19). Final- 
ly, Paul testified before Festus, King Agrip- 
pa, and Bernice. Agrippa was the last of 
the infamous Herodian line and son of the 
Herod whose death is recorded in Acts 12: 
20-23 and with Bernice represented, despite 
the outward pomp (25:23), almost the ulti- 
mate in sinful living. To these again Paul 
gives personal testimony of his experience 
of a living Christ and His transforming 

wer in his own life, and from the valid- 
ity of this unshakable fact he proceeds to 
press the offers and claims of Christ upon 
those who listen. It is sad to notice that the 
chains of sin were so fast upon these power- 
ful listeners that, so far as we know, not 
one of them received and confessed Christ, 
but the fearless and winsome testimony of 
the apostle must have made its impact on 
the crowded court, and we know that in 
Jerusalem and subsequently in Rome there 
were those converted. j 


Writing to his young 
friend Timothy as he 
faced death Paul summed up his testimony 
in the words of our memory selection, “I 
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have 
believed and am persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day” II Timothy 1:12. In 
that sentence we are taken to the very heart 
of the apostle’s faith. He knew “Whom” he 
had. believed. As Bengel said as he lay dy- 
ing, “the apostle (you see) wouldn’t let 
even a preposition come in between himself 
and His Lord; for he doesn’t say, ‘I know 
upon (or in) Whom, but I know Whom.’” 
His own knowledge of Christ led him to 
trust everything to Him’ in the knowledge 
that all was safe. The power, faithfulness, 
and conviction of our testimony will, in the 
last analysis, be conditioned solely by our 
personal experience of, and relation to, 
Christ. If we are right here we may be am- 
bassadors in bonds—bonds of ill health or 
environment—but we shall be able glowing- 
ly to add, “but the Word of God is not 
bound” (II Timothy 2:9). 


SUMMARY 


JUNE 24, 1956 


The Continuing Mission of the 
Church 


Background Scripture: Acts 27-28 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 67 
Memory Selection: Matthew 28:19-20 


INTRODUCTION ‘The witness of the serv- 

ant of the Lord will be 
many faceted as each experience enables 
him to prove God in a different way and 
testify to His all-sufficient grace under vary- 
ing circumstances. So it was with Paul. The 
narrow confined prison life endured for 
over two years in Caesarea during which 
his witness was primarily confined to rulers 
and courtiers now gives place to a crowded 
ship in a howling gale, a shipwrecked com- 
pany on the Isle of Malta, and, eventually, 
to the comparative freedom of a _ hired 
house in Rome. In each of these sharply 
contrasting experiences Paul emerges as the 
real leader, the center of interest and au- 
thority, and the bearer of a dynamic mes- 


sage. 
EXPOSITION 
The Source of his Testimony 


To be taken on board ship as a prisoner, 
cast shipwrecked on an island after many 
days of storm, and either swimming or 
drifting to land, then set down in a hired 
house in Rome with a soldier guard, are 
not experiences conducive to the effective 
exercise of leadership. Yet it was in such 
circumstances that the great apostle main- 
tained so glowing a testimony, and he tells 
us the source from which it came. “God.” 
he said, “whose I am and whom I serve” 
(Acts 27:23). God possessed him utterly and 
wholly—there was nothing that Paul had 
kept from God; having committed every- 
thing to Him, he was supremely confident 
that God was able to keep it. From that 
tranquility of heart and certitude of faith, 
undisturbed even through the wild storm 
that had lasted for so long (vs. 20), came 
the clear testimony, “Be of good cheer, for 
I believe God, that it shall be even as it 
was told me” (vs. 25). The prisoner, by his 
faith in God, became the leader and vir- 
tually took charge of the ship and its com- 
pany, and the centurion and his soldiers 
(vs. 26-end)—an experience that was repeat- 
ed on the Isle of Malta (28:1-10). Funda- 
mentally, the source of spiritual authority 
and an effective testimony in all circum- 
stances is found in complete consecration 
to God and the consequent clear shining of 
faith. If a person has this, you may put 
them in a school, workshop, hospital bed, 
or barracks, and before long there will be 
evidenced spiritual ascendency over circum- 
stances and a clear-cut testimony to Christ. 


The Strength of his Testimony 


Upon arrival in Rome Paul, no doubt by 
virtue of his leadership during the long 
voyage, was accorded the privilege of hiring 
his own house though with the irksome 
limitation of being chained to a Roman 
soldier (28:16). There were already many 
Christians in Rome with whom he had fel- 
lowship (28:14-15), but he was anxious to 
witness to others and sent for the Jewish 
leaders (28:17-29) to whom he expounded 
(i.e. exposed) and testified (i.e. earnestly 
attested) the Kingdom of God. This ad- 
dress, of which we have only the barest 
summary (it lasted all day, vs. 23b), is in 
perfect accord with the claim Paul made in 
Acts 26:22-23. It was entirely scriptural 
focusing on the Law and the Prophets. It 
was Christo-centric for he was persuading 
them concerning Jesus, and all the Scrip- 
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MEL DIBBLE 

June 1-3, First Baptist Church, Jackson, Ohio; 
June 10-17, First Baptist Church, Tiffin, Ohio; 
June 18-24, First Baptist Church, Ashtabula, 
Ohio. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 

June 3, Baptist Temple, Brooklyn, N. Y.; June 
10, Mount Calvary Independent Church, Eliza- 
bethtown, Pa.; June 15, 16, 17, Grace Chapel 
Bible Conference, Sandy Cove, Md.; June 26, 
West Coast. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP 

June 3, Baccalaureate, Arch Street Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; June ,4, Commence- 
ment, Baptist Temple, Philadelphia, Pa.; June 
8, Cornus Hill College, Akron, Ohio; June 11- 
17, Bible Conference, Troy, Ohio; June 23, 24, 
Mount Calvary Church, Elizabethtown, Pa.; 
June 26, 27, Bible Conference, Sacandaga, N. Y. 








WANTED 


To secure a large farm or an estate with 
plenty of farmland, good farming soil, 
some woodland, good water supply, for 
a project devoted to the Lord’s work. 


Address Box D, c/o ETERNITY 
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tures were shown to focus upon Him—a 
wonderful commentary on Christ in the 
old Testament! It was warm, appealing, 
and challenging—not a purely academic dis- 
sertation but with earnest personal attesta- 
tion. The strength of his testimony (and 
any spiritual strong one) is a_ threefold 
cord—scriptural, Christo-centric, personally 
attested. The Jews of Jerusalem that had 
hounded him from that city little realized 
that in so doing they were furthering God’s 
oe and the apostle’s passionate desire that 
e should preach the gospel at the very 
heart of the Roman Empire, and that, under 
the sheltering wing of its authority (albeit 
in the form of a chained soldier), some 
Jews would believe on Christ (vs. 24). Yet 
so it was, is, and will be until the church 
age ends, that where a commissioned and 
fully committed servant of God is in His 
will “He causeth even the wrath of man to 
praise Him.” 


The Spread of the Testimony 


Paul was in Rome awaiting trial, but of 
that fact we read nothing, nor, indeed, do 
we have a description of Rome, its Caesar, 
or its opulent court. All these things are 
incidental and transient, having long since 
passed away mostly discredited. The vital 
thing in Rome at that time was taking 
place in an obscure house occupied by a 
prisoner chained to a Roman soldier. To 
that house came a steady stream of people 
from all over the known world (vs. 30); in 
it they heard a confident and compelling 
witness concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Kingdom of God; from it, some 
went out as new creatures in Christ to 
preach these same truths in ever-widening 
circles. And also from that house went out 
letters of teaching and inspiration that were 
not only to establish the faith of Christians 
in the young churches to which they were 
sent, but also to reach out and down 
through the centuries until they compass 
the earth in our day. So wonderfully was 
the hand of God over Paul, as He had 
promised (23:11), that the book concludes 
with the thrilling words, “no man forbid- 
ding him” (31). The Apostle to the Gen- 
tiles, through the machinations of his ene- 
mies, had reached the heart of Gentile 
power and there for two unhindered years 
preached Christ! 
SUMMARY So abruptly does the Book 
of Acts end that it seems 
unfinished; that is precisely the case. Jesus 
began Himself to do and teach, and His 
ministry is recorded in the Gospels (Acts 
1:1). He continued to do and teach through 
the early church, and these ministries are 
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles; after 
this He has continued to do and teach 
through His church, “the eternal in the 
midst of time,” and is still doing so today. 
As we read and study again these thrilling 
stories let us realize that today the torch is 
passed to us for “Christ has no hands but 
our hands to do His work today,” and the 
untouched areas of the world and the un- 
evangelized people of our own districts con- 
stitute God’s challenge to us. Are we meet- 
ing this challenge? 


JULY 1, 1956 


Nine Letters of Faith and 
Encouragement 


Background Scripture: Hebrews 13:9, 18-25; 
I Peter 1:1-2; 2:19-25; II Peter 1:1-2, 15-18; 
Jude verses 3, 17-25 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 20 
Memory Selection: Jude verse 3 
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Christian Woman—over 40—with ac- 
counting .experience. Able to super- 
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sistant to Treasurer in northeastern 
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service. 
Apply to Box K, ETernity 




















J RLDco3%2:. 


Mrs. Chas. E. Cowman, President 


A million Gospels needed! In 
Latin America, India and For- 
mosa. As the Lord provides gospels of John 
g° free to reach “every creature” through 
established churches, boards and missions. 
Your pennies will help. Send for ‘Season 
the World With the Gospel” Bank of rich 
oise potte Attractive salt and r 
shelere wich with pr bank for a ae tah 
meal sent free on request. Write for FREE 
bulletin and beautiful World Gospel Bank. 


P.O. BOX 9812-E, LOS FELIZ STA. 
LOS ANGELES 27, CALIFORNIA 











27 














Come to HARVEY CEDARS 


A SEASHORE VACATION SPOT 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! 


Plus: 4 TOP-NOTCH BIBLE CONFERENCE 


Inspiring messages by popular speakers. 

Bible study, evening inspiration and prayer periods are 

loved by all. Hotel service and accommodations; wonderful food. 
Write Today for FREE Descriptive Folder 


HARVEY CEDARS Bible Conference fname cigion fox 














UXWOOD 
FOLDING 
TABLES 


Light weight tables, easy to handie— 
easy to set up. Built for rugged use. 

storage. BANQUET & smaller 
sizes, choice of tops. Direct from 


shipment cuts cost and delivery time. 


P. LUXEM CO. 


THE JAMES 
3353 N. Lincoln St., Franklin Park, 11. 






MAKE MONEY WITH 


EP RUBBER SCRUBBER 














compact roll. 


STORY-O-GRAPHS, P.O. Box 





FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 


Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O-Graph Bible 
characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, Full COLOR, nos size. 
13 colorful hand painted back d 


pon ooo ee Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds into 
Write for FREE folder and price list to 





145M, Dept. 18, Pasadena, California 

















THE P 








28 





A; Announcing... ns 


a new printing from brand-new plates! 


~ HOMILETIC COMMENTARY 





REACHER’S COMPLETE 


HIS great reference work, reflecting the re- 

search and scholarship of high authorities, 
has become recognized throughout the world as 
one of the most valuable libraries ever published 
for clergymen of all denominations. 

In its 18,000 pages are provided, wholly in 
English, full and scholarly expositions of every 
verse in the entire Bible that can be of any pos- 
sible usefulness in preparing original, stimulating, 
successful sermons. Includes commentary on thou- 
sands of texts heretofore almost entirely over- 
looked. 


EASY PAYMENT PLAN 


Mail coupon below for information on how you 





32 large volumes can obtain the complete set on easy terms. There 
18,000 pages is no obligation, no salesman will call. 
Oo 

only $6750 ______-mai coupon TopaY-————-. 
enemy toms | FUNK & WAGNALLS, Dept. EM-391 t 
{original price $120.00) 153 East 24 Street, New York 10, N. Y. I 
jm “ns Soe I Please send me full information about the new print- ! 
tion about this standard | ing of the Preacher's Complete Homiletic Commentary. 4 
reference work will be § Name ................ccccccssscssessseeons i 
Mailed upom remwet eB NaMMe nn neneeccecenenentststenetnentntntntntnntntntntnenennnestin 
Please use your business IIR icscsind tactrecacctaancasctealiaste 
Please wse 0 RNR AS Er oi ER \ 

Hi Se eee Zone.......... State.......... i 





INTRODUCTION Previous — studies have 

shown how the Church 
was founded and developed, and it is fasci- 
nating and encouraging to watch its per- 
sistence through the centuries, “the eternal 
in the midst of time.” Christ was building 
His Church on rock and the gates of hell 
would not prevail against it, but that rock 
would have to stand amidst the swirling 
tides of antagonism, persecution, and error. 
It is typically significant of the way God 
works, that the very opposition that threat- 
ened to engulf the Church was turned into 
rich blessings, for it stimulated the writing 
of the Epistles, which enshrine invaluable 
truth with which to combat error and en- 
couragement for those who are hard press- 
ed. God has seen fit to clothe such wonder- 
ful truths in the warmth and friendliness 
of — letters rather than in more for- 
mal treatises, and they come to us vibrant 
with human experience yet fully God- 
inspired. 


EXPOSITION 
A Description of the Church 


Humanly speaking the Church was vul- 
nerable. Christ has described it as the salt 
of the earth, and salt is scattered in use. 
So Peter describes the Christians as “so- 
journers of the dispersion” (I Pet. 1:1. 
R.V.)—they were dispersed throughout the 
known world and were but sojourners or 
pilgrims—strangers to those around them 
whose lives were focused purely on material 
ends, and feeling that their dearest hopes 
and possessions in Christ were not under- 
stood by the non-Christian world. Chris- 
tians have always been in the same situa- 
tion vis-a-vis the world and will continue 
to be so; for “mine heritage is unto me as 
a speckled bird, the birds round about are 
against her” (Jer. 12:19), and the “world 
knoweth us not because it knew him not.” 
Yet as the elect of God according to His 
foreknowledge (note the scriptural order 
here in I Pet. 1:2 as in Rom. 8:29, which, 
if carefully appreciated, will solve many 
“predestination problems”), these same 
Christians are sanctified (set apart to God) 
by His Spirit, cleansed by the blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and are continually ex- 
periencing the blessed arithmetic of heaven, 
“Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied” 
(I Pet. 1:2). At one and the same time, 
therefore, the Church can always be de- 
scribed as humanly vulnerable (scattered 
strangers) and divinely invulnerable (elect 
etc. . . .)—a truly miraculously sustained 
element in humanity! 


The Responsibility of the Church 


The Church is not static and must not 
be content merely with “holding its own.” 
We are called to grow in grace and be 
established (Heb. 13:9) and to become 
spiritually mature (thus, make you perfect) 
and increasingly conformed to His pattern 
(Heb. 13:21). No matter how bitterly per- 
secuted or beset by adversity we may be, we 
are still required and expected to grow into 
His likeness. We tend to laud the gifts of 
the Church about its graces, but the fact 
is that no matter how successful our service 
may appear to be or how influential our 
churches and leaders become, if we do not 

ow in grace we are failing our responsi- 
bilities. There was the danger then, as now, 
that in winning its battles the church might 
lose its spirituality, and thus one of the 
purposes of these letters was to recall them 
to first principles of believers in Christ to 
“learn of Him Who is meek and lowly in 
heart.” Too often, as in the crusades to 
recapture the Holy Land from the Mos- 
lems, in some of the regrettable actions of 
Protestants during the Reformation, and in 
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the Covenanting conflicts in Scotland, 
Christians have taken and used the weap- 
ons of the enemy, and have won victories 
and lost their testimony. So today in our 
relationships with the world (and with our 
fellow-Christians) we can endure suffering 
or persecution, or fight a battle of con- 
science in such a spirit as to make our dis- 
cipleship ludicrous. Christ suffered as an 
Example as well as Savior, that we should 
follow His steps—sinless, guile-less, reviling 
not, threatening not . . . that we should 
live unto righteousness in an unrighteous 
world (I Pet. 2:18 to end). Too often we 
fail in this because we have not given it 
serious attention. 


The Trust to the Church 

“It doesn’t matter what we believe so 
long as we are sincere” is a most foolish 
phrase we frequently hear. It is just as 
reasonable to say it does not matter if we 
are fed poison instead of food so long as 
the cook is sincere! Truth is to faith what 
bones are to the body—the solid structure 
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PHOTO ABOVE: Billy Graham and Bob Pierce 
on recent world evangelistic tour. 
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cleansing is dependent upon confession, re- d sgh pos ee 
pentance, and walking in light (I John 1: 3 He fener 
7-10), and it is essential that the Church . Establishment of 
should earnestly contend for this poising 
of truth. A further error was (and is!) that 
of adding to the Word of God subsequent 


so-called revelations on the grounds that D Vi a i ON 
God still unfolds truth to humanity as it fe) he 8 # $ [om 


can receive it. It is significant that Mo- : oan ; 
hammedanism and Seonenenlans: to name | Bob Pierce, Pres. Dr. aaelal c. Phillips, Exec. Sec y- 


only two among many, make such claims. 
Jude reminds us that the faith (ie. the | ff Gifts Are Tax Deductible. | 2596 SW ALDER ST., PORTLAND 4, ORE. 
whole substance of truth) has been deliver- 
ed to the saints “once for all” and cannot 
and need not be added to or subtracted 
from. This body of faith is Christ’s sacred 


trust to His Church (II Cor. 5:18, 19), and ARE YOU GOING TO — 


we must be prepared earnestly to contend 


for it—and that word ‘contend’ is graphic, 9 
signifying standing over a thing to fight in ‘ © 


NAME 
ADDRESS 





hospitals and clinics 
where there are none. 




















its defense. This is not incompatible with 

a gracious and Christlike spirit—I Corin- SPEND A-WHILE AT BEAUTIFUL TRINITY COLLEGE 

thians 13 and Jude 3 can and should be the During June, July and August guests will be accommodated at very reasonable rates. Many rooms 
two points of the plug that spark a glowing with private tile baths. Some rooms air-cooled. Write for “Summer Bulletin.” 

and consistent testueny to-<invat. REASONABLE RATES—ON THE WATER—IDEAL CLIMATE 


SUMMARY There can surely be no CLEARWATER 
better summary of our 

first study on writings of faith ot encour- T R | N | TY C O L L. E G E RORIDA 

agement than the closing verses of Jude: 

“But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on 

your most holy faith, praying in the Holy 

















Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, FRIENDLY LEAGUE DON’T MISS THE JUNE ISSUE of the 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus 
Christ unto eternal life. . . . Now unto RESIDENCE CHRISTIAN VICTORY MAGAZINE 
him that is able to keep you from falling, ; , : 
and to present you faultless before the pres- Friendly, home-like residence for Fully discussing 
ence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the business girls up to age 40. Y 
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and Christian standards, freedom from WHY EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS SHOULD 
majesty, dominion and power, both now . tt k B daet pri REJECT the new REVISED STANDARD VER- 
and for ever” (Jude 20, 21, 24, 25). Se Ss SION of the Bible. $2.00 the year, or 25¢ 
There is ample in these verses to chal- 2 * ae for this special, 96-page-issue. 
lenge faith to Gute endeavors and to en- Rompeate yop See has 4 
—. us to attempt and expect the im- ag Christian Victory Pub. Co. 
possible. j iri . 
Address inquiries to: Fred John Meldau, Editor 
Please. mention Exsduery when FRIENDLY LEAGUE RESIDENCE ‘ 
233 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 2909 Umatilla St., Denver 11, Colo. 








writing to our advertisers. 














June 1956 29 








NEW BOOKS 





THEOLOGIAN UNDER SCRUTINY 


Reinhold Niebuhr: His Religious, So- 
cial and Political Thought. Edited 
by Chas. Kegley and Robt. Bretall. 
Macmillan, 486 pp. $6.50. 


Reviewed by Culbert G. Rutenber 


This is a truly massive book, a verit- 
able theologico-ethical library in capsule. 

Reinhold Niebuhr is the most influ- 
ential and best-known Christian thinker 
in America. As the subject of this, the 
second volume in the series called The 
Library of Living Theology, he comes 
under the scrutiny of his peers, friend 
and foe alike. A diversified collection of 
scholars—including two Jews, a Roman 
Catholic, a secular historian, a political 
scientist, a philosopher, and several 
theologians running the theological 
gamut all the way from religious natur- 
alism to fundamentalism—take a long, 
long look at Niebuhr. Finally, he replies 
to his commentators and critics. It makes 
for really heady stuff. 

Reinhold Niebuhr’s mind is a grow- 
ing one. Reared in the Social Gospel, he 
became one of its most trenchant critics. 
Enamored with some facets of Marxist 
thought (though always highly critical, 
too), he came to shed these and to be a 
leader in exposing the pathetic and dan- 
gerous pretensions of Communism. For 
many years a protagonist for democratic 
socialism, he has abandoned this posi- 
tion in the interest of a less doctrinaire, 
more trial-and-error approach to eco- 
nomic problems along the lines of the 
New Deal, of which he was once highly 
critical. He is highly suspicious of doc- 
trinaire solutions in the socio-political 
field, preferring a more pragmatic ap- 
proach under the guidance and direc- 
tion of the Christian norms of love and 
justice. Prof. Schlesinger of Harvard 
credits him with having had a major 
role in effecting “in a single generation 
a revolution in the bases of American 
liberal political thought.” 

As a Christian commentator on cur- 
rent events, contemporary social prob- 
lems, and the sweep of history, Niebuhr 
is probably unsurpassed in our day. 
Wielding with admirable dexterity and 
unrivaled brilliance the biblical view of 
man as sinner as his weapon-of-attack, 
Niebuhr exposes the shams and preten- 
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sions and unfounded dreams of the re- 
ligious and the non-religious alike. He 
sees deeply into the crafty deceptiveness 
of the sinful self, even the religious self, 
and knows as few do the tendency of 
human nature to absolutize some par- 
tial, finite perspective or plan of action. 
He is not a pessimist, as his critics have 
claimed, but a realist who refuses to ex- 

t from man’s sinful history more 
than biblical thought will allow. 


As a theologian, however, the picture 
is rather different. Niebuhr himself dis- 
claims any competence in theology of 
the more systematic type. He is interest- 
ed primarily in theology only as it sheds 
light on the human situation with its 
dilemmas, desires, and dreams. In short, 
his interests are practical. Nevertheless, 
some of his theological positions can be 
outlined. He wants to take the Bible 
seriously but not literally, and hence re- 
jects the Virgin Birth and the Empty 
Tomb, for example, while seeking to 
maintain the deity of our Lord and the 
fact of the Risen Christ. 


His Christology, however, remains 
shadowy and vague. (Personally, this re- 
viewer believes that Prof. Lehmann, 
who analyzes his Christology, gives Nie- 
buhr, by implication at least, a bit more 
credit at this point than he deserves. 
Prof. Wolf, in his brief comments, does 
better.) It is a pleasure to note that 
Niebuhr here disavows any intention of 
supporting any idea advanced in his 
rather early book, An Interpretation of 
Christian Ethics. It is to be hoped that 
this includes the statement that the 
Pauline idea of union with Christ seems 
“magic” to him! But even with this no- 
tion corrected, much remains obscure. 
In his Gifford Lectures, for example, he 
says of the doctrine of the Second Com- 
ing that this is a symbol of the fact that 
history cannot escape its norm. In Kier- 
kegaard, this idea is coupled with a gen- 
uine belief in the Return of Christ. In 
Niebuhr, it is not at all clear as to 
whether he believes this doctrine in any 
more traditional sense or not. In fair- 
ness I must add that one of his students 
told this reviewer that once in class Nie- 
buhr had spoken of the fact that the 
Son of God must return from Heaven 
and take His kingdom. But his writings 
reveal an inadequate and shadowy 
Christology. 

This volume will prove a wonderfully 
stimulating and helpful book for all 
students of contemporary theology and 
ethical theory. An alert layman would 
profit some from reading it, but just 
how much is debatable. 





STUDIES IN THE LAST THINGS 


The Thessalonian Epistles. John F. Wal- 
voord. Dunham. 158 pp. $2.50. 


Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper 


The Thessalonian Epistles provides 
us with a new popular commentary on 
the epistles of First and Second Thess- 
alonians. Written from the premillen- 
nial point of view, it is popular in pres- 
entation, avoiding technical jargon 
which proves so corifusing to those en- 
gaged in Bible study for the first time. 
This volume will be helpful to those 
who are interested in a study guide to 
these letters of Paul. 

Dr. Walvoord, President of Dallas 
Theological Seminary has met head-on 


some of the eschatological problems in 
these letters. He has given extended 
treatment to such passages as I Thess- 
alonians 3:12, 5:1-11, and to the first 
and second chapters of the second epis- 
tle. He makes careful and lucid distinc- 
tions between the Day of the Lord and 
the Day of Christ; the seven trumpets, 
the last trump, and the one referred to 
in the fourth chapter of the first epistle; 
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the distinction between “being appoint- 
ed unto glory and being appointed unto 
wrath”; the “sleep” of the believer; and 
the restraining work of the Holy Spirit 
in impairing the progress of evil’s work 
in the world. An excellent discussion of 


the Tribulation and the ordinary trials 
of the saints is also gone into with clear 
insight into the meaning of the text. 
This ought to receive a wide reading, 
especially among those who are inter- 
ested in prophetic literature. 





OCKENGA’S VIEW OF THE LAST THINGS 


The Church in God. By Harold J. 
Ockenga. Revell. 350 pp. $4.00. 


Reviewed by Robert D. Culver 


The subtitle of this new book by the 
pastor of Boston’s Park Street Church is 
the real statement of subject. “Exposi- 
tory Values in Thessalonians,” present- 
ed in thirty chapters, are set forth in 
fine expository-homiletical style. The 
unvarying form of each chapter is first 
an introduction, then discussion of three 
or four divisions of the text or divisions 
of some main idea in the text, followed 
by a conclusion. Those who expect to 
find a systematic ecclesiology (doctrine 
of the church) will be disappointed, for 
the author’s obvious purpose has been 
to give exposition of Holy Scripture, 
and he is loyal to that goal. On the con- 
trary, those who look for insight into 
and development of an important sec- 
tion of the Word in which the doctrines 
of salvation, the Church, and of last 
things are paramount interests will find 
what they are looking for therein. 

It is encouraging to find an able and 
informed theological writer taking his 
stand constructively on the side of full 
belief in a fully inspired and inerrant 
body of Holy Scripture. On I Thessa- 
lonians 2:13 he speaks of “the body of 
truth which is called the gospel of God 
and is synonymous with the Word of 
God.” He further writes: “The duty of 
the church is to conserve and to trans- 
mit this body of truth unto the next 
generation”; then goes on to reject spe- 
cifically the neo-orthodox teaching that 
“the Word of God is something differ- 
ent from the Bible to which the Bible 
only bears witness but with which it is 
not to be identified” and labels it “un 
belief” (p. 85). 

He finds something on the govern- 
* ment of the church in the fifth chapter 
of the first epistle and shows how the 
Scriptures do provide the rudiments of 
ecclesiology (p. 207 ff.) including off- 
cers, type of sovereignty, and church dis- 
cipline. 

“See that none render evil for evil to 
any man; but ever follow that which is 
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good” etc. (I Thes. 5:15) is said to be 
“a brief statement of the universal code 
of the Christian life as it is expressed in 
the Sermon on the Mount,” adhering 
here as throughout to a non-dispensa- 
tional approach to hermeneutics. It 
will interest some to learn that he goes 
out of his way a bit to reject a futuristic 
interpretation of Daniel’s seventieth 
week (Dan. 9). 

Dr. Ockenga espouses an interpreta- 
tion of the doctrine of the Second Com- 
ing of Christ which proclaims two as- 
pects—not a rapture of saints to be fol- 
lowed some years later by a revelation 
of the Lord in judgment but simply an 
aspect of glory for saints and another of 
wrath for sinners. His opinion appears 
to be tentative and not fully decided on 
the relation of the rapture to the great 
tribulation, saying, ‘““The whole church 
shall either have been caught up with 
Christ or will at the moment of the be- 
ginning of this day of the Lord be 
caught up with Christ away from these 
tribulations.” In this connection his 
comments on the first two chapters of 
the second epistle are worth the price of 
the book. He tries to interpret exactly 
what the apostle says, and since it seems 
to be clear that this is a definite passage 
on the subject of the relation of be- 
lievers to the coming of Christ, the rap- 
ture, the day of the Lord, the great 
apostasy, and the manifestation of the 
man of sin, he adjusts his systematic 
theology to the teaching of the passage 
rather than the passage to his system. 
He finds that the day of the Lord, the 
“gathering together unto him” or rap- 
ture of the saints, and the coming of 
Christ (parousia) are inclusive of one 
another, and if not identical, certainly 
overlapping as to time. He places the 
great apostasy in the latter part of the 
present age of the Church, and finds no 
guarantee that the Church will escape 
suffering under Antichrist any more 
than the first readers of this epistle and 
their successors in the first three Chris- 
tian centuries escaped the persecutions 
of the Roman emperors. The Church 
will, however, escape all end-time execu- 
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tion of God’s wrath on the world of un- 
believers (of which there are many pre- 
dictions, says he, in the Old Testament, 
Jesus’ addresses, and in the Revelation). 
Though he calls his view a “mid-tribula- 
tion rapture” view (or at least seems to 
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do so) it really does not fit into any of 
the usual well-known categories, for the 
pre- and mid-tribulational views are 
geared to a futuristic interpretation of 
the seventieth week of Daniel’s famous 
prophecy. His view might be somewhat 
awkwardly, but accurately dubbed the 
“post-tribulational pre-wrath view” (vid. 
p- 251). This is a view developing in 
several quarters today and destined to 
be widely preached. 

The reviewer's opinion of the book as 
a whole is: pulpit exposition of a high 
order, doctrinally and_ exegetically 
sound, loyal to the gospel, evangelistic 
and wholesome. 

All will not agree with his views on 
Antichrist, the rapture, etc., but let 
those who reject them take care that 
their disagreement is not likewise with 
Paul. 

One very disturbing statement which 
made no impression till given a second 
reading in context calls for some clari- 
fication from Dr. Ockenga, a man gen- 
erally supposed to stand for premillen- 
nialism in eschatology. After stating that 
he expects the resurrection of the right- 
eous dead immediately before the pour- 
ing out of the wrath of God at the end 
of the present age he adds: “If the dead 
saints are to be resurrected and united 
with Christ in glory, there is no reason 
why the dead unbelievers should not al- 
so be resurrected and suffer this wrath 
of God, which will be poured out at the 
end time” (p. 251). It is an isolated 
statement on this subject. If Dr. Ocken- 
ga has said what he means, then it ap- 
pears there is but one future time of 
resurrection in his theology. In other 
words, he appears to reject the prime 
affirmation of premillennialism — that 
there are to be two future resurrections, 
one of the righteous, another of the un- 
righteous, with a thousand years of time 
between them—and adopts the amillen- 
nial view. 

Please tell us more, Doctor. Your 
readers will want to know where you 
stand on this important question. 


Man of Sorrows. Herman Hoeksema. 
Eerdmans. 129 pp. $2.00. 
Reviewed by George W. Carson 


This contribution to the field of Len- 
ten literature comes from the pen of 
one who is no stranger to the exposi- 
tionally minded reader. The author has 
a superlative understanding of the pas- 
sage at hand; namely, those portions of 
Isaiah which speak of the Suffering 
Servant. These twelve sermons, with 
their fine, flowing expressions of thought 
have a highly effective strategy, for they 
make an appeal to all groups: pastor— 
teacher; youth—age; weak—strong; the 
saint—he who worships afar off. He pro- 
vides a luminous account of how the 


world shrivels up in the white light of 
eternity. ‘““The Cross is not a victory by 
the world, but its condemnation, and 
the triumph of God. . . . No one can 
successfully contend in opposition to 
God.” 

He sharpens up the positive purpose 
in the suffering of Christ, “that the Son 
of God . . . removed sin forever.” God's 
love is the only explanation of the mys- 
tery of the Cross. 

The book possesses commendable 
characteristics: Where many preachers 
fall victim to abstractions, this author 
shows cleverness in choosing apt and 
common phraseology. It carries helpful 
contrasts. Good connecting links be- 
tween chapters. Crude but pungent de- 
scriptions. A fine presentation of the 
Golgotha Spectacle. 

One has a deeper appreciation and 
love for the Servant Psalms after reading 
this book. 


Heaven and Hell. John Sutherland Bon- 
nell. Abingdon. 62 pp. $1. 
Reviewed by Herbert H. Ehrenstein 


This book, by the senior minister of 
New York City’s Fifth Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, claims to be “a present- 
day Christian interpretation.” It is not 
necessary to read far in the work before 
one discovers the author’s purpose—to 
soften the imaginative descriptions of 
earlier expositors on the subjects of 
Heaven and Hell. 

Five chapters cover an introduction 
to the theme, the concepts of the mod- 
ern Christian as to Heaven and Hell, 
the question of recognition after death, 
and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
Author Bonnell offers three suitable 
reasons for belief in an after-life in his 
first chapter. Then, he proposes what he 
calls the “modern Christian’s concept” 
of Heaven. This includes personal iden- 
tity, non-passivity, and lack of monot- 
ony. Fair enough, although some will 
certainly balk at the author's thesis that 
Heaven will furnish an opportunity for 
the heathen who have not heard the 
Gospel to hear it there. Indeed, Dr. 
Bonnell: seems to believe it is sheer 
blasphemy not to think this way. 

He apparently holds to some sort of 
punishment for the wicked in the after- 


life, though vaguely defined. In regard _ 


to Christ’s resurrection, he appears dis- 
posed to accept some type of literal 
resurrection. However, “fleshly” resur- 
rection—i.e., the return of a literal body 
of flesh and bones from the grave—is 
not to be accepted in the author's opin- 
ion; at least, not as far as the Christian’s 
hope is concerned. All we shall have 
will be “spiritual bodies” of some sort, 
bearing the unmistakable likeness to our 
personalities in this life. 

The book is interestingly written, but 
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will stir up controversy in many circles 
because it discards previously-held ideas 
and is elusive in places. However, the 
book is definitely worth reading regard- 
less of one’s point of view, and may 
stimulate the reader to reéxamine, re- 
affirm, or reévaluate traditional beliefs. 


Th Cross and the Common Man. Her- 
man W. Gockel. Concordia. 155 pp. 
$2. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


Here is just the book to present the 
Christian faith and the way of salvation 
to an interested person capable of re- 
ceiving more than the average Gospel 
tract or booklet will offer. The Cross 
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and the Common Man is superb. It will 
benefit many who want to have the way 
of life clearly, yet briefly explained. 

The author starts “from scratch” to 
speak of the way of salvation in non- 
theological language, or, when those 
terms are used, he illustrates their mean- 
ings adequately. Chapter follows chapter 
logically and smoothly until the whole 
story has been told in beautiful, practi- 
cal fashion. The chapters are brief, 
well-written, and illustrated with anec- 
dotes, quotations from hymns and 
poems, and Scripture verses. 

‘The author, Herman Gockel, is the 
well-known director of the popular 
Christian TY program, “This Is the 
Life,” and it aas been his responsibility 
to make the gospel message lucid and 
succinct. Such a book as this has long 
been needed. We suggest that Christians 
make a list of their friends who are, per- 
haps, interested in—but not yet com- 
mitted to—Jesus Christ and the Chris- 
tian faith and give each one of them a 
copy of this work. This could well be an 
investment for eternity. 


The Apostolic Preaching of the Cross. 
Leon Morris. Eerdmans. 280 pp. $3.50. 


Reviewed by Bernard Ramm 


The vice-principal of Ridley College 
(Melbourne) demonstrates in this su- 
perbly written book that vicarious 
atonement and imputational justifica- 
tion can be defended in the light of all 
recent biblical learning. The work is a 
student’s delight. Morris moves easily 
amidst the ancient and modern lan- 
guages. His work is carefully underwrit- 
ten with studies in commentaries, lexi- 
cons, concordances, and other stan<lard 
reference works. He roots his studies in 
the Old Testament Hebrew text, moves 
on to the Septuagint, and concludes 
with the Greek testament. He works 
with older commentators of worth, with 
such modern resource materials as the 
productions of Strack-Billerbeck and 
Kittel et al. He further consults relevant 
theological works. 

Inch by inch, line by line, datum by 
datum he carefully marshalls his argu- 
ments to prove that the Scriptures prop- 
erly interpreted teach vicarious, penal 
atonement and imputational righteous- 
ness. The conclusion is that if one seeks 
to be biblical no other alternatives are 
open. The book reveals the improper 
biases of many scholars who see these 
doctrines in the Scriptures but refuse to 
embrace them. He cuts some modern 
scholars down to size (including Dodd) 
who boast on being biblical but refuse 
consent to vicarious atonement. Any 
evangelical scholar who wishes to evade 
imputational justification and penal 
atonement will find Morris’ book a very 
difficult one to circumvent. 


The discussion of the wrath of God is 
a necessary corrective to much of mod- 
ern theology which dropped out the 
wrath of God in theology. A beautiful, 
irenic spirit pervades the book. Morris 
is sure of his convictions but he lets. the 
evidence speak for itself and contents 
himself with modest conclusions firmly 
put and does not resort to heated repar- 
tee. The book is excellently indexed. 


Victorious Christian Living. Alan Red- 
path. Revell. 254 pp. $3. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


Starting at the beginning of Joshua, 
and taking the outstanding portions 
which have essential lessons to teach in 
victorious living, Dr. Redpath, pastor of 
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Moody Memorial Church in Chicago, 
has done a splendid piece of work in 
challenging the Christian to a more de- 
voted, surrendered life in Christ. 

The book cannot be called enjoyable; 
in all probability, the author did not in- 
tend it to be. It will, rather, accomplish 
two things: (1) make the reader uneasy 
if he is not really devoted to Christ; (2) 
help him to see what he is really missing 
because he does not live fully for the 
Lord. Victorious Christian Living ought 
to be “must” reading for every Chris- 
tian. 


The Burden of the Lord. Ian Macpher- 
son. Abingdon. 157 pp. $2.75. 


Reviewed by Richard A. Bodey 


The book is a comprehensive discus- 
sion of the function and person of the 
preacher from a refreshingly original 
and decidedly evangelical perspective. 
In a striking way the major thesis is ex- 
pressed by means of a comparison of the 
preacher to Mary the mother of Jesus. 
As she carried Christ to the world 
through her body so the preacher carries 
Him to the world through his message. 
From beginning to end Christ is the 
Burden of his ministry. “Hence preach- 
ing is . . . a supernatural act, the 
transmission of a Person through a per- 
son to a company of persons, the Person 
so conveyed being the everlasting Jesus.” 
(p. 14) 

Throughout, Macpherson maintains a 
vivid and witty style, but unlike those 
of certain recent authors his catchy 
clauses have a strong spiritual punch. 
“Thunders of acclamation on earth are 


quite compatible with an awful silence 
in heaven.” (p. 122) “(Prayer) is the 
homiletical hinterland from whose 
snowy heights the rivers of our public 
ministry are fed and without which we 
become as dry as a Highland burn in 
summer.” (p. 127) The sections on the 
introduction to the sermon and the use 
of illustrations in chapter three are ex- 
cellent, as are the digressions in the final 
chapter on the repetition of sermons, 
plagiarism, pulpit prayers, public read- 
ing of Scripture, and humor in the pul- 
it. 

‘ It has been said that every minister 
should read at least one book on homi- 
letics annually. Here is the book for this 
year. What is written here will give any 
honest preacher a new vision of his glor- 
ious “Burden” and will send him to his 
knees in solitude with his God for 
strength to bear it. 


How To Preach To People’s Needs. Ed- 
gar N. Jackson. Abingdon. 191 pp. 
$2.75. 


Reviewed by Richard A. Bodey 


Specialized study and personal experi- 
ence in an outstanding clinic have given 
Mr. Jackson valuable insights into the 
psychological needs of human beings. 
Believing the pulpit can become an ef- 
fective therapeutic instrument in this 
area his book seeks to assist the preach- 
er in realizing this potential. 

In language usually non-technical the 
author devotes a chapter to a diagnosis 
of each of the basic psychological dis- 
turbances, among which are guilt, fear, 
insecurity, and injurious habits, and 
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vuggests possible approaches for the pul- 
pit. Throughout he insists that a sym- 
pathetic understanding and a positive 
emphasis are essential. Each chapter 
concludes with sermon résumés indicat- 
ing methods of approach to the prob- 
lem. This reviewer found the chapters 
dealing with the sick and shut-in and 
those with inferiority complexes quite 
helpful. The evangelical reader, how- 
ever, will be disappointed with the au- 
thor’s apparent lack of understanding 
of sin as the fundamental issue involved 
in psychological problems and God’s 
saving grace through the atoning cross 
of Jesus Christ as the fundamental 
remedy. He will also find many of the 
sermon résumés likewise deficient. Nev- 
ertheless, if he sifts the wheat from the 
chaff, his own ministry will profit from 
a careful study of this book, unique in 
the field of life-situation preaching. 


The Tower of Babel and The Flood 
and Noah’s Ark. André Parrot. Philo- 
sophical Library. 74 pp. 


Reviewed by Francis R. Steele 


M. André Parrot, a distinguished 
French archeologist, has intended these 
two brief volumes for the non-specialist 
in the fields of biblical studies and Near 
Eastern archeology. 

Unfortunately, they will not be found 
acceptable by evangelical Christians. 
Parrot considers the biblical chapters as 
religious tradition rather than special 
revelation, and therefore, dooms his 
efforts at the outset. He categorically 
states (The Flood and Noah’s Ark p. 15), 
it “is admitted by all the experts without 
exception . . . that the narrative of 
Genesis 6-8 is in reality the fusion of 
two accounts . . . one of which dated 
from the eighth century B.c., the other 
dating at the earliest from the sixth cen- 
tury B.c.” Parrot clearly believes in a lo- 
cal flood of some magnitude utilized by 
late Jewish writers for theological pur- 
poses. This we deny forthwith. However, 
Parrot’s book will serve one useful func- 
tion if only it destroys the myth of 
archeological proof of the biblical flood 
upon the unassailable grounds of un- 
mistakable evidence. (pp. 45-53) 

Strangely enough this eminent scholar 
still feels that there is an organic rela- 
tionship between the Tower of Babel 
and a unique architectural structure of 
ancient Mesopotamia called “ziggurat.” 
However, it is even more astonishing to 
discover (The Tower of Babel pp. 67 ff.) 
that Parrot considers the Tower of 
Babel a commendable attempt upon the 
part of early man to reach up to God 
and compares it to the later Jacob’s lad- 
der and modern cathedrals. It is note- 
worthy that God “constructed” the lad- 
der of Jacob’s dream, and the less said 
about the spiritual value of cathedrals 
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the better. But one thing is certain: the 
construction of the Tower of Babel was 
disobedience and, hence, sin, which God 
punished. 


They Looked for a City. By Lydia 
Buksbazen. Friends of Israel. 216 
pp- $2.50. 

Reviewed by Julia Turner 

This is a very moving story of a 
young Jewish couple from Russian Po- 
land, the author’s mother and father, 
who came to know Jesus Christ as their 
Messiah. Yente and Benjamin Sitenhof, 
on pilgrimage through this alien world, 
were helped by the kind, the generous 
people and set upon by the hard and 
ruthless. Always, however, they were 
sustained by the knowledge of the love 
of God for them. 

This is not an ordinary story. Few of 
us have seen our mother killed by a 
despotic police force. Few of us have 
had to flee home because of a war and 
leave our children behind dependent on 
the kindness of the enemy. Indeed, few 
of us know what it means to carry a 
double stigma and, as they well realized, 
a double privilege of being both Jew 
and Christian. This is an inspiring 
story, and you will find it difficult to 
put down once started. 


God Portrays Women. Grace McAllister. 
Moody Press. 190 pp. $2.50. 
Reviewed by Lillian Hitt 


This volume is made up of keen por- 
trayals of sixteen women of the Old 
Testament. It would be of particular 
value to women’s groups or for individ- 
ual study. 

Those who knew Grace McAllister 
well remember how she not only loved 
the Saviour but loved women. She had 
the ability to draw out one’s heart to 
the Lord though you were in her pres- 
ence only a few moments. No wonder 
she is so well qualified to sketch these 
portraits of biblical characters. 

One wishes that the personality of 
radiant Grace McAllister herself could 
have been included in this book. In- 
stead she is content to have her name 
written in the Lamb’s book of life. 


Gpen the Meeting with Prayer. Alfred Doer- 
fler, Editor. Concordia. 94 pp. $1.50. 
Open the Meeting with Prayer is a man- 

ual on types of prayers to be offered on 

various occasions. Written for Lutheran 
consumption, where congregations are ac- 
customed to formal prayers, this book of 
evangelical prayers will be an aid to those 
of all communions who find it difficult to 
pray in public. Many who pray informally 
in public are limited by their lack of edu- 
cation or by just plain ignorance of what 
they are doing. Now it is true that God can 
bless any prayer that is offered by a heart 
consecrated to Him, but it does help the 
one who prays, and those who listen, if 

there are not too many human im 

in the way. This book will help in the re- 

moving of those impediments. 
Raven L. KEIPER 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from page 2) 


South Africa. . . . It is completely answered 
by the fact that one of the major problems 
facing our country is the constant influx of 
natives from adjoining territories. . . . In 
point of fact, the native in this country has 
greater educational, medical, and _ social 
services than the peasants of many European 
countries. . . . 


A. H. Jeffree James, Secretary 
The. Protestant Association of S. A. 


Capetown, 
Union of South Africa 


GOVERNING SUBJECT RACES 

... The “Boers” are far from being bar- 
baric in their treatment of the black man. 
As I write these lines, the newspapers are 
full of a lengthy judgment given in the 
Natal Supreme Court in sentencing two 
European police sergeants to eight years 
and five years respectively for employing, 
under great provocation, third degree meth- 
ods on an African prisoner, the severity of 
which resulted in his death. 


. The government of the Union of 
South Africa does more for its African and 
other non-European peoples, in the way of 
education, hospitalization, and general wel- 
fare work, than any other of the powers who 
have the responsibility of governing subject 
races in Africa. . 

H. G. SEMARK 


Capetown, 
Union of South Africa 


WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 17) 


Roberson announced that the first offi- 
cial meeting would. bé held in Atlanta 
next November, and that more than 500. 
Baptist ministers would be there for the 
organization of the fellowship. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Roberson the “sole purpose” 
of the organization is to provide fellow- 
ship “for like-minded Baptists who sub- 
scribe to its Articles of Faith.” The 
Religious News Service comments on 
this matter by stating that Dr. Roberson 
and the Southern Baptist Convention 
have been at odds for some time. It is 
a sad thing to see disagreement among 
brethren which can only serve to weak- 
en the over-all testimony to the faith. 


ARGENTINA’S NEW DAY 

The Provisional President of Argen- 
tina has sent a message to the Pope re- 
affirming his desire for a Vatican- 
Argentina Concordat to “regulate 
church-state relations.” The resurgence 
of Roman Catholics since the overthrow 
of Peron is very marked. Open air mass- 
es are being celebrated, Roman speakers 
broadcast nation-wide addresses, and 
laws distasteful to the church are being 
rescinded. 


NOBLE GESTURE IN NORWAY 

The state religion of Norway is Luth- 
eran. There are, however, small groups 
of Protestants that are not Lutheran. 
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These are gathered together in what is 
known as the Dissenters’ Council, com- 
prising Methodists, Baptists, and other 
free church leaders. 

At a recent meeting these non-Luth- 
eran Protestants took sides with the 
Lutherans against a bill that has been 
introduced into the National Parlia- 
ment proposing “full religious freedom 
and non-confessional instruction” in 
the schools. These other Protestant 
bodies recognized clearly that any such 
change would mean the infiltration of a 
broad liberal modernism. 

This is a very wise and noble action 
on the part of these dissenters, especial- 
ly since the set up of the Lutheran 
Church leaves all of these other denomi- 
nations practically without any rights 
under the religious laws of the country. 





INVISIBLE WAR 
(Continued from page 21) 


murder, arson, larceny, and parking 
one’s car by a fire-plug, and that it is 
being held in the State, County, Federal- 
Municipal-Police Court. You suggest 
gently that he must be in error and ask 
if he has not confused several trials one 
with another. He answers, vapidly, “Oh 
*. . is there more than one trial?” 

To expect a general judgment in 
which all men shall be brought together 
at one time for the passing of their 
sentence is a similar confusion. There 
are some of us for whom judgment is 
forever past, and we can cry, “There is 
therefore now no condemnation—no 
judgment—for them who are in Christ 
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Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). But, nevertheless, 
there are some who still think that they 
are on their way to the trial of saints, 
angels, demons, which is going to take 
place either on earth, or Heaven, or 
certainly “somewhere,” and they go on 
confusedly awaiting such a judgment. 
It would be too much to hope that God 
would forget about the whole thing and 
just let everybody come into Heaven! 

Even a cursory study of the Scripture 
will reveal that there are several scenes 
of judgment differing sharply in many 
details. If the question be, “Who is 
judged?” the answer in one case points 
to the saints, another to the nations. 
another to the lost souls, and so on. If 
the question be, “Where does this 
judgment take place?” the answer leads 
us to the clouds of glory, to a place on 
earth, and to an awesome place where 
“Heaven and earth are fled away.” If we 
ask “When?” we find that one will 
come to pass at the first phase of the 
Lord’s return, another will be at least 
seven years later, another a thousand 
years later. 

Continuing our study, we discover 
that the judgments differ also as to the 
nature of the sentence that is passed 
on those who are brought to the bar, 
as to the aspect of the Judge, and as to 
the conditions of judgment. The Bible 
student must be aware of these differ- 
ences, and if these various questions are 
applied to any given paragraph that de- 
scribes a judgment scene, the differences 
will be so strikingly apparent that the 
confusion will no longer be possible. 

In one sense, the cross of Jesus Christ 
was a judgment scene: He Himself was 
made sin for us (II Cor. 5:21) and, in 
consequence, bore the stroke of divine 
wrath. This took place almost twenty 
centuries ago, at a definite place, the 
mount of Calvary. The Judge was God 
the Father, who turned His face away 
from His Son and forsook Him in that 
hour in order that an eternity of wrath 
might be stilled and an infinite justice 
satisfied by the infinite payment of 
poured-out love. The result was the 
death of the Saviour, but it was also 
the justification of the believer. 

In one sense the return of the Lord 
for His bride is a judgment scene, for 
then believers shall receive the re- 
compense for things done in the body 
(II Cor. 5:10). Who shall be judged? 
Believers only. When? At the second 
coming of Christ. Where? At a place 
described as “the judgment seat of 
Christ”—in the Greek, the Bema. Who 
is the Judge? The Lord Jesus Christ! 
What is the basis of judgment? The way 
in which believers have lived after they 
have had the guilt of all their sins 
removed. What is the result of the 
judgment? Crowns of reward are given 
in Heaven to those who have builded 
their lives with gold, silver, and precious 
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.stones, while the others, who have 
builded with wood, hay, and stubble, 
see their works burned away, though 
they themselves are, of course, received 
into Heaven (I Cor. 3:11-15). 

There are some acts of God which 
are all penalty, crushing without the 
formality. of a trial. Such, for example, 
is the destruction of the apostate church. 
Members of this group who have died 
throughout the centuries have gone to 
Hell along with all other unbelievers. 
Those alive on the earth at the time of 
the visible dealing with this organization 
are merely sent to join their predeces- 
sors; their formal trial will come later, 
along with that of all the other lost, who 
had been so despised in the ethical eyes 
of these religious pretenders. 

But now we arrive at that moment 
when Christ shall come back to the 
earth, physically, bodily, personally. 
“This same Jesus,” the Apostles were 
told at the Ascension (Acts 1:11), “shall 
so come, in like manner as ye have seen 
him go into heaven.” The nations exist- 
ing on the earth at His return are 
brought to judgment for their treat- 
ment of the ambassadors of Christ, and 
the sentence depends upon their at- 
titude toward these messengers of Christ. 
The scene is described in the well-known 
passage in the last portion of the 
Twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew. Who 
is the judge? The Lord Jesus Christ, ac- 
companied by His holy angels. Where? 
The place described here is definitely 
an earth scene, and we know from other 
prophecies that it is in the valley of 
Megiddo. The Old Testament speaks 
of “Multitudes, multitudes in the valley 
of decision” (Joel 3:14). I once heard 
an evangelist use that text for a sermon. 
The valley was his tabernacle, the 
multitudes were his audience, and the 
decision was theirs. In the Bible, how- 
ever, the valley is Megiddo; the multi- 
tudes are the nations; and the judicial 
decision is that of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There are three groups present: the 
nations divided by the Lord into two 
groups—the one on His right hand and 
the other on His left hand—and the 
Jews, called by Him, “My brethren,” 
within the shelter of His protection, and 
not as subjects of the judgment. To one 
division of the nations, those on His 
right, Christ says, “As you did it to one 
of the least of these my brethren, you 
did it to me.” The last verse in the 
chapter states that these righteous ones 
go away into eternal life, but it is clear 
from a previous verse that they are first 
to pass some time upon this earth, in- 
heriting the kingdom which had been 
prepared for them from the foundation 
of the world (vs. 34). To the other 
group of nations, those on His left, the 
Lord announces, “As you did it not to 
one of the least of these, you did it not 
to me.” These, in the final verse of the 
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chapter, are said to go away into eternal 
punishment, and in a previous verse it 
is said that they were cursed, and were 
to depart from Christ into the eternal 
fire that was prepared for the devil and 
his angels (vs. 41). 

There are often passages in the Bible 
that give a general, over-all picture of 
some of God’s dealings with men, while 
other passages give more details and 
further explanation. For example, the 
Lord Jesus said, “Do not marvel at this; 
for the hour is coming when all who are 
in the graves shall hear his voice and 
come forth; those who have done good, 
to the resurrection of life, and those 
who have done evil, to the resurrection 
of judgment” (John 5:28, 29). We must 
refer to many other passages to discern 
that the souls and spirits of the righteous 
are in Heaven, and that they are brought 
down from Heaven as their bodies are 
brought out of the graves, and_ that 
they are united in the first resurrection. 
We must refer to other passages to 
realize that the “hour” in which the 
dead rise is one that includes the first 
resurrection, that of the righteous, and 
the second resurrection a thousand years 
later of the unrighteous. In like manne 
we must understand that there are 
other teachings of the Word of God 
that must fit into this scene of the 
judgment of the nations. For, as we 
shall see in a later study, there will be 
a population on the earth during the 
millenial kingdom which will be com- 
posed, not only of these righteous ones 
who inherit the kingdom, but also vast 
masses of the unrighteous. I am forced 
to conclude, therefore, that the nations 
on the left in this judgment scene are 
only those nations which have mistreated 
Israel; the others, vast pagan hosts, are 
not dealt with until the time of the 
kingdom, as we shall see. 

Having judged nations living on the 
earth at that time, the Lord then turns 
His attention to Satan and the malignant 
beings of every rank who followed him 
in his great rebellion. We have already 
seen that a brief while before, Michael. 
the archangel had fought against all of 
the forces of Satan and that their place 
was found no more in Heaven. We have 
noted that Satan had come down to earth 
“having great wrath because he know- 
eth that he hath but a short time.” That 
short time has now ended and as Mich- 
ael had fought against him in Heaven, 
the Lord Jesus now proceeds against him 
on earth. One of the most majestic pass- 
ages in the Bible describes the coming 
of the Lord against Satan. The thrilling 
sweep of the narrative, and the vigor 
of the action, and the power of the judg- 
ments are such that the great counter- 
feiter, Satan, could not let this scene go 
by without mimicking it. We shall first 
look at his tawdry triumph before com- 
ing to the description of the Monarch 





and His glorious descent from Heaven 
to earth. 

In an early chapter of the book of 
Revelation, four horsemen are seen, rid- 
ing on various colored horses (6:1-8), ' 
The first, on a white horse, is followed 
by riders on the red horse of war, the’ 
black horse of famine, and what the 
translators call the pale horse because 
they were afraid to translate the Greek 
word chloros as a green horse, simply be- 
cause no one had ever seen a green horse. 
This rider on the chloros horse destroys 
a fourth part of the earth. It is my opin- 
ion that God who knew all things in ad- 


‘vance, gave us indications in the very 


language of the Scriptures, of things that 
would develop before the end of the 
age and of methods of warfare capable 
of such destruction. To me, it is possible, 
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to say the least, that chloros, which has 
given us the word for the chemical which 
is at the base of all the most deadly gases 
discovered for use in chemical warfare, 
has been used here to give us a hint of 
some of the ways in which men shall 
proceed to bring destruction on such a 
vast number of the earth’s population. 
The world no longer mocks at the Bible 
for describing such judgments. The 
world knows all too well that mankind 
now possesses powers of destruction that 
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are terrifying. A comedian on television 
said that there were now three sizes of 
nuclear bombs: medium, large and 
“Where has everybody gone?” 

We have identified the riders of the 
red horse of war, the black horse of fam- 
ine, and the green horse of death. But 
what is the identity of the rider of the 
white horse? “And I saw, and behold a 
white horse: and he that sat on him had 
a bow; and a crown was given unto 


him: and he went forth conquering and . 


to conquer” (6:2). There have been 
commentators who have described him 
as Christ. This must have pleased Satan 
immensely..A mimic is always happy 
when mistaken for the object of his 
mimickry. A hymn has been written us- 
ing the words of this verse, as though the 
identification of Christ were sure: 
Conquering now, and still to conquer, 
Rideth a King in His might, 
Leading the hosts of all the faithful 
Into the midst of the fight. . . . 

It may be pretty, but it is false. The 
rider of the white horse is not Christ 
but the Antichrist. Note that he does 
not have a sword, but a bow, the in- 
strument that shoots the fiery darts of 
the wicked one (Eph. 6:16). He does 
not have the diadem of the Lord which, 
in Greek is called the diadema, but 
rather the stephanos, the tiara of the 
pretender which glints from his brow. 
We should not be surprised at the sim- 
ilarity of the horses and the imitation of 
the posture. After all, the Antichrist is 
not seeking to win the world by display- 
ing opposite characteristics to those of 
Christ, but by counterfeiting the known 
glories of the Son of God. When He 
whose right it is to reign (I Cor. 15:25) 
shall come forth from Heaven, it will 
not be with a flimsy tiara, but with the 
diadem of God. He will draw no inef- 
fectual bow, but will wield the sharp 
sword of the Word of God. The great 
moment has now come. The warring na- 
tions of the world have tensely awaited 
D-days in various struggles, but the 
whole groaning creation awaits the day 
that is now described in the Word of 
God. “And I saw heaven opened, and 
behold a white horse! He who sat upon 
it is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he judges and makes war. 
His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on 
his head are many diadems; and he has 
a name inscribed, which no one knows 
but himself. And he is clad in a robe 
dipped in blood, and the name by which 
he is called is The Word of God. And 
the armies of heaven, clothed in fine 
linen, white and pure, followed him on 
white horses. From his mouth issues a 
sharp sword, with which to smite the 
nations; and he will rule them with a 
rod of iron; and he will tread the wine- 
press of the fury of the wrath of God 
the Almighty. On his robe and on his 
thigh he has a name inscribed, King of 


Kings, and Lord of Lords” (Rev. 19:11- 
16). There is another hymn which in- 
cludes the lines 
O day for which creation 
And all its tribes were made . 


This is nearer the truth. Long enough 
the usurper has made his fantastic claims. 
The buffoon has adjusted his crown of 
mockery for the last time. The dwarf in 
giant’s clothing is about to lose his cos- 
tume and be seen in his ugly nakedness. 
The judgment scene shifts as Christ 
deals with the nations and with the 
powers of Satan: “And I saw the beast 
(the Antichrist) and the kings of the 
earth, with their armies, gathered to- 
gether to make war against Him who 
sits upon the horse and against His army. 
And the beast (the Antichrist) was cap- 
tured, and with him the false proph- 
et (the counterfeit Spirit) who in his 
presence had worked the signs by which 
he deceived those who had received the 
mark of the beast, and those who wor- 
shipped his image. These two were 
thrown alive into the lake of fire that 
burns with brimstone” (Rev. 19:19, 20). 
These are the first beings to reach the 
eternal lake of fire, but -we shall see it 
filled up as the Son of God moves in 
for the final judgment. If anyone wishes 
to quarrel about the lake of fire, or to 
wonder whether it is real fire, we shall 
spend little time on the argument. I 
know the Word of God and the way 
of God well enough to realize that He 
often uses symbolical language, but that 
He never does so unless there is a 
thought to be conveyed that is partly be- 
yond the reach of our present compre- 
hension. Even as we might have to use 
symbols with a pygmy of the Eastern 
Congo to describe our subways, and sky- 
scrapers, and the other baubles and gad- 
gets of our civilization, thus, if I may so 
speak, God must deal with us. The lake 
of fire is either a lake of fire or some- 
thing so much worse that there is no 
human language to approach the real- 
ity. I am convinced that the latter is 
the correct meaning. In his book, The 
Great Divorce, C. S. Lewis describes 
Hell as a dingy town on a dismal day, 
with sad citizens wandering around in 
the murky mist performing their aimless 
and fruitless errands, with no smile seen 
and no kind word heard. Such a descrip- 
tion may well be a valid one for the 
outer darkness of eternal fire. And since 
God tells us that “every knee shall bow” 
(Phil. 2:10), I would have added that 
each individual had clothing that was 
torn at the knees, showing deep scars 
and unhealable wounds, mute reminders 
that before they entered that awful place 
some mighty angel had seized them 
bodily and forced them to their knees 
in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ 
before whose glorious Being they had 
never been willing to bow in humble 
submission. END 
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PARADOX OF SHIPWRECK 
(Continued from page 19) 


absolutely essential to salvation. “Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all~ likewise 
perish,” said our Lord. The repentant 
man necessarily desists from iniquity, 
for he is profoundly sorry for his sins; 
and his habit is to confess and forsake 
them, knowing that only thereby can 
he expect mercy from the Lord (Prov. 
28:13). It surely follows that the profes- 
sing Christian who does not depart from 
iniquity—no matter how loudly he cries, 
“Lord, Lord”—will in the day of judg- 
ment hear Christ’s awful words, “I never 
knew you; depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity” (Matt. 7:21-23). It makes 
one shudder to think of the weeping 
and gnashing of teeth there will be in 
that terrible day (Luke 13:28). 

What, specifically, is this iniquity from 
which we are to desist? It is every trans- 
gression of the commands of Christ. It 
is all forms of lawlessness. From every 
thought, word, and deed contrary to 
the moral law of God we are to depart. 
More particularly, we are to stand off 
from such sins as pride, impurity, and 
rebellion. 

We are to depart from pride, for 
God’s people are a humble people. Grace 
teaches them to bow low before God, as 
lowly subjects before a great sovereign, 
acknowledging Him to be the Creator, 
Preserver, and Governor. Perceiving His 
greatness to be unsearchable and His 
glory to shine infinitely brighter than 
the sun, they prostrate their souls before 
Him in adoring worship. Realizing their 
utter dependence upon Him for life, 
breath, and all things, they dare not 
glory in the creature, but only in God. 
Cognizant of their utter sinfulness in 
the sight of His holiness, they entertain 
no thoughts of gaining His favor by 
their doings, but cast themselves com- 
pletely upon His mercy in Jesus Christ, 
His Son, pleading only the merits of 
His atoning sacrifice as ground of ac- 
ceptance with Him. Made aware of 
their inability in themselves to do any- 
thing pleasing in His sight, they rely 
upon their Inward Strengthener, the 
Holy Ghost, for grace to serve God 
acceptably. In short, in words from 
Isaac Watts’ famous hymn, their thoughts, 
in this regard, find beautiful expression: 

When I survey the wondrous cross, 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss; 

And pourcontempton all my pride. 

We are to depart from impurity, for 
the Lord’s own are a holy people. To 
holiness they are called through the 
gospel (I Thess. 4:7). This is not a mere 
external holiness such as characterizes 
Pharisees ancient and modern. It is a 
holiness of heart and life—a holiness 
which reigns in the thoughts, feelings, 
inclinations, and motives of the heart. 
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It is expressed in whole-hearted devotion - 


to Christ, spiritual worship of the Triune 
God, and sincere love for the brethren. 
It manifests itself in a withdrawal of 
the affections from things on the earth 
and a setting of them on things above, 
where Christ sits at the right hand of 
God (Col. 3:1-2). The soul called to such 
holiness flees from lustful, luxurious, and 
profligate living. He regards covetous- 
ness, which is idolatry (Col. 3:5: Eph. 
5:5), as one of the worst forms of im- 
purity. And while striving for greater 
purity of heart, he engages himself, by 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, in the mor- 
tification of his impure thoughts. 
Lastly, we are to depart from rebel- 
lion, for God’s people are a willing 
people. This is not to say that they 
experience no struggle with rebellion 
in their own hearts, any more than they 
are free from conflict with pride and 
impurity. But it is to say that their 
natural rebelliousness is subdued by 
Christ. By sending forth His Spirit into 
their hearts He makes His people wil- 
ling. As expressed figuratively by the 
prophet Ezekiel, He takes out of them 
“the stony heart,” giving them “a heart 
of flesh,” thereby causing them to walk 
in paths of obedience (11:19; 36:26, 27). 
Having God's laws put “into the mind” 
and written “in their hearts” (Heb. 
8:10), true Christians find genuine 
pleasure in doing the will of God from 
the heart. Thus, John includes the 
keeping of God’s commandments as one 
of the several tests of eternal life declar- 
ing, “And hereby we do know that we 
know him, if we keep his command- 
ments. He that saith, I know him, and 
keepth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him” 
(I John 2:3-4). So, our Lord Jesus made 
it very plain that only such as do the 
will of His Father are spiritually re- 
lated to Him (Matt. 12:50); likewise, 


only such shall enter into the Kingdom 
(Matt. 7:21). We can see the reason 
then, for the Saviour saying, “And why 
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not ,the 
things which I say? (Luke 6:46). 

Inasmuch as departing from iniquity 
is an integral part of our salvation, it 
would be well for us to consider the 
problem of how to do it. The verb 
form translated “depart” denotes de- 
cisive and critical action on our part. 
Its being imperative implies power to 
depart. However, we surely have not 
this power of ourselves. If, as a habit of 
life, we are willingly and gladly depart- 
ing from wickedness, we ought to be 
careful to give God the glory; for our 
turning from sin is an effect of Christ 
working in us by His Holy Spirit. He 
works in us a holy hatred for sin and an 
ability to depart from it. We desist 
from sin by virtue of His causing us to 
do so. Peter affirmed this when he said, 
“Unto you first God, having raised up 
his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you, 
in turning away every one of you from 
your iniquities” (Acts 3:26). This very 
thing our Risen Lord has been doing for 
His people ever since. He is doing it 
for you, if you are His. God has sent 
Him to bless us with this grand blessing 
of the gospel of His marvelous grace. 
How profoundly thankful we should be 
for so great a salvation! 

Yet, since we depart from iniquity 
only by the effectual working of the 
Spirit of Christ, we are not to conclude 
that we are passive in this turning from 
sin. We most certainly are not. To per- 
form this spiritual duty—to resist sin 
successfully we must call into activity 
every faculty of the soul and _ utilize 
every means God has provided whereby 
we may receive grace from Him. 

These means of grace are several. One 
is attendance upon the Word of God. 
“Now ye are clean through the word 
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which I have spoken unto you” (John 
15:3), said our Lord to His disciples. 
To hear His Word involves not only 
careful and prayerful private reading of 
the Holy Scriptures, but also diligent 
heeding of the public ministry of them. 
We cannot neglect church attendance, 
therefore, without jeopardizing the well- 
being of our souls. Especially in such 
an evil day as that in which we are 
living, we should not forsake “the as- 
sembling of ourselves together. a 
(Heb. 10:25). We need to be reproved, 
rebuked, and exhorted from the inspired 
Scriptures by faithful undershepherds 
of Christ if we are to win the battle 
with sin. Let us see that we are under 
the sound of such preaching and teach- 
ing. 

Another means whereby it pleases 
God to strengthen His grace in the 
hearts of His people is the observance 
of the ordinances of the Church, namely 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Not 
that these ordinances have in themselves 
magical power to communicate grace to 
men, but rather that as a general rule 
it pleases God, by His Spirit, to strength- 
en spiritually those who with true faith 
receive these ordinances. If we are wise 
in the ways of God, we will not dis- 
regard these appointments of Christ. 

Still another such means is prayer. 
“Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation” (Matt. 26:41) is the 
counsel our Lord gives us. It pleases 
God to strengthen His people to over- 
come sin as they prayerfully look to 
Him for the grace to do so. We ought 
always to pray, then, and not to faint. 
We should pray, believing that what 
God has promised He is able also to 
perform. We should pray fervently. We 
should pray much in private. We should 
pray as families in our homes. We should 
pray in concert with the saints in our 
church meetings. We should pray with- 
out ceasing. 

But in the use of these means, and 
in all our endeavors to desist from in- 
iquity, there is one fact we must keep 
uppermost in our minds. It is that we 
are dependent upon the Holy Spirit to 
make our spiritual exercises effective in 
the warfare against sin. In the economy 
of God, God the Father is the Provider 
of salvation, God the Son is the Pur- 
chaser of salvation, and God the Holy 
Spirit is the Applicator of salvation. It 
is His office to apply to our hearts the 
redemption from the guilt and power 
of sin obtained for us by Christ. We do 
well, then, to become intimately ac- 
quainted with this blessed Paraclete 
from above. We do well to commune 
with Him and to rely utterly upon 
Him for enablement to depart from 
iniquity and thereby show ourselves 
worthy of naming the name of Christ. 
Then we may be fully assured that the 
Lord knows us as His own. END 


THE ART OF HOSPITALITY 
(Continued from page 15) 


upon the most delicate recording in- 
strument that ever was devised. The 
guests already there made no disguise of 
their hostility. To the guest of honor, 
Simon the Pharisee gave only a per- 
functory and frigid welcome. A woman, 
supposed to be devoid of shame, was 
the one whose sensitive spirit sensed 
the situation and who wiped out the 
insult with the precious ointment and 
with her hair. To the discourteous host 
a street-walker was held up by the 
Saviour as a model of delicacy of feeling! 
Jesus said, “Thou gavest me no water 
for my feet: but she hath washed my feet 
with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no 
kiss: but this woman since the time I 
came in hath not ceased to kiss my 
feet. My head with oil thou didst not 
anoint: but this woman hath anointed 
my feet with ointment.” 


Painful necessity, that the Lord Jesus 
should pass strictures on His host! Yet 
is it not so still? We are the people who 
in many ways offend. We are the folks 
who need to learn the etiquette of 
having as our guest the Lord of glory. 
Simon the Pharisee is not an isolated 
instance of discourtesy. The Saviour in- 
deed has been invited in. All of us 
could say that. Courteously we received 
Him. But has our later treatment of 
our Guest shown delicacy of perception? 
The jarring notes, the unbecoming 
tensions—have we at last grown care- 
less? Have these all come back? At 
first we were on our best behavior, but 
now the place has slipped back into that 
woeful disarray, perhaps. So much is 
just haphazard. Prayer is a hit or miss 
affair. 


“Alas, ill-order’d shows the dreary 
room; 

The household stuff lies heap’d amidst 
the gloom, 

The table empty stands, the couch un- 
dress’d; 

Ah! what a welcome for th’ Eternal 
Guest!” 


It was for fellowship He came, but is 
He being starved of that? Is the Guest 
being made to feel perhaps that He has 
overstayed His welcome? The host, well, 
that is obvious . . . he is a busy man. He 
is so conscious of the ticking seconds. 
The meals are late and rushed. No time 
to talk at table. Other things to do. 
Always excusing himself and withdraw- 
ing, always hoping for more time once 
he gets through the present rush of 
business. Months have stretched into 
years, and still no time! 

“My head with oil thou didst not 
anoint.” Courtesies such as are paid to 
royalty take time. Have we begrudged 
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Him time? What an impertinence that 
little fussing, fevered clock is, and yet 
the host keeps looking at it more than 
at his Guest! Lord of the wheeling sys- 
tems, Thou hast made summer and 
winter. Thou hast made everything 
beautiful in its time. Bring back the 
fragrance of leisure into our lives! Let 
that be as the flowers upon the table in 
the House Beautiful for God my Guest! 

“Simon, I have somewhat to say unto 
thee.” “Master, say on.” Tell me about 
two debtors. One of them is me. A 
trivial debt. That is how I have regarded 
it. The parable that Jesus speaks exposes 
our chill complacency. And here our 
discomfiture is complete. The place to 
which the Lord was invited in is not 
a home. We don’t know what it is. 

It is right here—so I imagine—that 
Jesus the King takes over. “I will come 
in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me.” 

The great divine paradox of hospi- 
tality falls here. We become guests of 
God. Of this truth also Scripture has 
many illustrations. Out of His lavish- 
ness God will supply our hunger when 
we gather from the hedges and high- 
ways, finding at last the way that takes 
us to the palace. “He brought me to 
the banqueting house, and his banner 
over me was love.” As at Emmaus, it 
is Christ Who takes the bread and offers 
us the nourishment that. cost Him all 
He had. Here comes our Melchizedek, 
carrying in His hands both bread and 
wine. Sometimes His hospitality requires 
that we shall climb the steep place, up 
where Moses and Aaron, Nadab and 
Abihu came. Under His feet was, as it 
were, the paved work of a sapphire stone, 
and they saw God and did eat and 
drink. 

Yet all these are only foregleams. The 
actuality of all Christ meant was best 
conveyed in the upper room. “This is 
my body.” “I am that bread of life.” 
Further still He takes us when He says, 
“my blood.” 

‘Here indeed is the costliest hospital- 
ity of all. Nothing withheld! “All things 
are yours.” No one begins to understand 
as God does what being a host involves. 
That is why we welcomed the change- 
over, and the responsibilty was His. We 
now are living in the Father’s house. 
Then let us adjust our mind to that. 


When we are invited as guests of 
important people or are in a_well- 
ordered guest house, first we give heed 
to learn what clothes to wear. To sit 
at table with personages that the whole 
world esteems, we take the pains to 
inform ourselves how to behave. Always 
we study and watch our host and hostess. 
What skill and charm they have to make 
the awkward guest feel at his ease! Yes, 
we are learning still. The Godlike 
qualities are taking their rightful place 
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in our attention. We are watching the 
King’s Son, learning how He cares, 
learning to care like Him. Insensibly 
we are absorbing the rules of the house. 
As in marriage, so here, we begin to 
check on everything we say or do, won- 
dering how That Other is affected. The 
way Christ treats His guests becomes for 
us the pattern of behavior. We recall 
that intrusive crowd which broke in 
on the Lord’s plans for withdrawal 
alone with His disciples, after the 
momentous news had come that John 
the Baptist had perished at the hands 
of Herod. We would have resented the 
interruption. With the thoughts of His 
own mind traveling from the execution 
of John forward to Calvary, perhaps 
the Lord might have been excused if 
He had eluded and evaded the crowd. 
But that was not His way. How signif- 
icant is the courtesy of Christ as Luke 
records it, picturing the gracious Host. 


“He received them . . . and spake... 
and healed. . .” (Luke 9:11). If only 
we were more like Him, how much more 
of healing there would be in our minis- 
try, both when we speak and when we 
are silent! 

Hospitality, that ancient art, its i ht? 
world courtesies, how great a claim it 
makes on us! When the Son of Man 
cometh, shall He find faith on the 
earth? It looks as though the art of 
hospitality could be shown to cover 
all the sphere of faith and love. The 
Holy Spirit starts us on the Christian 
Life by bringing home to us the cour- 
tesies we had withheld from a Traveler 
Unknown—that very One Who wrestled 
with a very busy man by Jabbok’'s 
brook. And then the Holy Spirit perfects 
us in the life of love when He re- 
produces in us the exquisite courtesy 
of our great wonderful Lord to the 
lowest and the least. ENpD 
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PUBLIC CONFESSION 
(Continued from page 13) 


We do not know. Conscience has brought 
many a gift to so-called holy places. 
The conscience of evil men has placed 
many a stained glass window in mem- 
ory of a loved one who was outraged 
by the evil life of the giver and has 
erected whole churches with a percent- 
age of stolen goods. Oh! Nicodemus! 
You took care of the dead body of 
Jesus, but did you believe in your heart 
that God raised Him from the dead in 
spite of all your embalming spices? We 
do not know. 

How different is the account of the 
woman of Samaria, found by Jesus and 
brought to salvation. The contrast be- 
tween her and Nicodemus is all the more 
striking because the two are introduced 
to us in close proximity. The story of 
the fourth chapter of John follows 
swiftly after that of the third chapter. 
The one is the story of a man, the other 
of a woman. The one is seemingly a 
seeker, the other is found by Christ, 
almost by accident, but definitely by de- 
sign. The first was a Jew, the second 
a Samaritan. The one was an aristocratic 
Pharisee, the other a village harlot. The 
one wanted Jesus to talk to him, the 
woman tried to avoid the probing truth 
and attempted to change the subject. 

Both Nicodemus and the woman 
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heard great truths, but the effect on 
them was utterly different. The aristo- 
crat gave no sign whatsoever of faith 
in Christ and commitment to Him, 
while in the woman there were many 
signs of faith and transformation. She 
heard Christ say, “If thou knewest of the 
gift of God, and who it is that saith to 
thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldst 
have asked of him, and he would have 
given thee living water,” (John 4:10) 
and, a moment later, “Whosoever drink- 
eth of this water shall thirst again: but 
whosoever drinketh of the water that I 
shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in 
him a well of water springing up into 
everlasting life.” (4:13, 14) 

It is not necessary to go through all 
of the conversation that our Lord had 
with this poor woman. Suffice it to say 
that at the end the woman declared that 
the Messiah would clear up all difficul- 
ties and Christ revealed to her that He 
was the Messiah. She immediately left 
her waterpot, and, going back up the 
steep hill that led to the village, cried 
out to the men, “Come, see a man, 
which told me all things that ever I did: 
is not this the Messiah?” (4:29) This 
was no idle confession but something 
that was so real that it brought life to 
others. For the men, some of them 
touched in their consciences as they rea- 
lized that they were a part of her sin, 
rushed down the hill to the well where 
Jesus was and besought Him that He 
would tarry with them; and He stayed 
there two days. Then we read, “And 
many of the Samaritans of that city be- 
lieved on him for the saying of the 
woman, which testified, He told me all 
that ever I did.” And while there were 
those who later told the woman that 
they now believed in Jesus because of 
His own Word, there can be no doubt 
of the fact that the impetus to their faith 
was the confession of the woman herself. 


Public Acknowledgment 

The importance of a public acknow- 
ledgment of our faith can not be over 
estimated. During World War I the 
scion of a family that was prominent 
nationally for social standing and wealth 
professed to ‘accept Christ as Saviour, 
and he made public testimony to that 
fact among the soldiers of his company. 
When the war was over and he was 
about to go to his home in one of the 
wealthy suburbs of a great city, he told 
me that he was afraid that he would 
slip back into his old habits with his old 
friends. I told him that he would not 
have to give these people up—that they 
would give him up if he made a public 
confession of his faith in Christ. He 
agreed to tell the first ten people of his 
old set that he met upon returning home 
that he had become a living Christian. 

He arrived at the suburban station 
near his home, he told me afterward, 
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and almost immediately saw a girl whom 
he had known socially. She greeted him 
effusively and asked how things were 
going. He replied, “The greatest thing 
that could happen to a man has hap- 
pened to me.” “Oh!”, she said, “You are 
engaged to be married!” He said, “Better 
than that; I have taken Jesus Christ as 
my Saviour.” Her face froze, and she 
mumbled some words of politeness, and 
quickly went her way. A few minutes 
later a young man of his acquaintance 
passed by and greeted him loudly with 
the cry that now that he was back there 
would be some good parties. This young 
man was told about the new life in 
Christ. He, too, stumbled over some po- 
lite remarks and went his way. The 
same circumstances were repeated with 
a young couple and with two more in- 
dividuals. But by that time the word 
had gotten around. A car passed with 
very close friends. They waved at him 
distantly, and that was all. They had 
heard the news: he had become “queer,” 
“religious,”—who knows?—they may. have 
called him crazy. But his public confes- 
sion had aligned him with Jesus Christ, 
had alienated those who did not want 
Jesus Christ, and had established and 
strengthened him in his stand for Christ 
as his Lord. 
A Changed Life 

Another story of the nature and power 
of public confession is often brought to 
my mind as I look at a beautiful an- 
tique chinese ivory in my home. It was 
given to me by an old Chinese woman 
in Java, in the city that was then called 
Batavia, but which is now Jokarta. In 
the islands of the South Seas the Chinese 
have long been the principal traders 
and some of them are immensely weal- 
thy. I was preaching there for a few 
days and was entertained in the home of 
an elderly Chinese matriarch, whose 
husband had left her a great business and 
a home that was like a museum. I had 
been told that this woman was a fine 
Christian but that her life was saddened 
by the fact that her son, in his early 
thirties, lived a life of debauchery. As 
I sat down to dinner in this home the 
young man came in and was seated be- 
side me. We began to talk, and before 
the meal was over he promised to come 
to the meeting at which I was speaking 
that afternoon. He came, and between 
that afternoon meeting and the evening 
meeting he talked with me most ser- 
iously about his soul. He attended the 
evening meeting at which I presented 
Christ as Saviour and left afterwards 
without speaking to me. The next day, 
however, he had cards printed and sent 
them out to hundreds of his friends and 
business acquaintances. I substitute an- 
other name for his as I tell you the 
message of the card. “Ah Wong, having 
become a Christian, wishes to announce 
to his friends and acquaintances that he 
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will no longer be seen in his old haunts 
or living his old way of life.” 

The Chinese are not an effusive people 
and, certainly, are not given to showing 
their emotions. But I shall not Ieng for- 
get the old mother as she stretched out 
her hands toward me, bowing low, al- 
most looking away lest I see the tears 
that she could not keep back. And when 
we left, there was a gift for me of batik 
sarongs that a princess might wear and 
an antique ivory that could grace the 
wall of the finest art museum. 

The World’s View 

The world understands a confession 
of Christ. When everyone has publicly 
confessed Christ the world is astonished 
if the life is not changed. This is the 
reason why the unregenerate world pub- 
licizes the sins of those who have ac- 
knowledged Christ. You would never see 
a newspaper headline shouting, “Bar- 
tender Defrauds Widow.” Nor would 
you see a headline that would indicate 
that it was extraordinary that some 
fraud had been committed by a doctor, 
lawyer, prizefighter, merchant or a man 
of some other profession. But let a man 
who has been set apart for the ministry 
of Christ be caught in some sin, and it 
is good for banner headlines. “Preacher 
Robs Couple.” That, from the point of 
view of the newspaper, is a newsworthy 
item. When a dog bites a man, it is not 
news; but, if a man bites a dog, it is 


news. When an ordinary worldling steals, 
it is not news; but, if a minister of 
Christ steals, it is national news. Inciden- 
tally, such a news item appears.so rarely , 
that, when it does appear, it is a testi- 
mony to the honest lives of the hundreds: 
of thousands of men who have not trans- 
gressed. Their confession of Christ has 
effectively worked in their lives in a 
practical way. And when a man has thus 
confessed Christ, and transgressed into 
open sin, the world is so quick to see it, 
that it blazes it in headlines. 


It should go without saying that con- 
fession by itself is worthless. This is 
brought out to the full by the apostle 
James. In fact, this is the inner meaning 
of the famous passage that tells us that 
“faith without works is dead.” (Jas. 
2:20, 26) For faith that is without works 
is the faith that has been spoken with 
the mouth but which has never reached 
the heart. The faith that is without 
works is faith that has confessed but not 
possessed Christ. James looks upon the 
outward appearance and Paul looks upon 
the heart. The truth of God is that the 
two must be in combination. “If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and believe in thine heart that 
God has raised him from the dead, thou 
shalt be saved. For with the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness and with 
the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation.” ENpb 
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NOW AND LATER 
(Continued from page 5) 
on the cults to write a significant study 
of “Christian Education and the Sex 
Problem,” which many Christian work- 
ers, parents, pastors and others will 
read with great profit. 


If you do not ordinarily read the 
book reviews this is a good time to get 
acquainted with a vital department of 
the magazine. There are good reviews 
of a recent book on Reinhold Niebuhr 
and Dr. Harold J. Ockenga’s study of 
I Thessalonians in which he touches 
upon a controversial area of eschatology. 


EDITORIAL 
(Continued from page 11) 


may be canceled out by the failure of its 
present mission staff to follow the lead- 
ing of God. And it must be added, this 
can be tragically true of undenomina- 
tional missions, too. 

What then are we to learn from all 
this? Several things. First of all, don’t 
take for granted that every mission 
which is called or calls itself a “faith” 
mission is therefore beyond question a 
good work in which to invest either 
your life or your financial support. Sec- 
ond, investigate carefully the type of 
mission which attempts to “mushroom” 
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by taking a number of candidates on the 
basis of their going out and getting 
“support” at some obviously inadequate 
figure. Costs of maintaining a mission- 
ary in most places in the world today 
are quite high if proper provision is to 
be made for travel, supervision, all liv- 
ing and working expenses, and emer- 
gencies. Find out what efforts such a 
mission is making to maintain its home 
office (every mission needs one—this is 
not unnecessary overhead) and handle 
necessary capital expenses, and retire- 
ment of missionaries. There is a legiti- 
mate need for a general fund, and the 
mission which is not faithfully bringing 
this need to the attention of those from 
whom they seek support is either negli- 
gent or misleading. 

Third, don’t give on just an emo- 
tional impulse. If you feel that God has 
laid a need on your heart, ask for in- 
formation about the work—what are its 
commitments in number of mission- 
aries? Compare this with its financial 
statement. Does it have reasonable con- 
tingent funds to cover emergencies? If 
not, ask why. What are its missionaries’ 
allowances? Are the missionaries receiv- 
ing full allowance regularly? If not, ask 
why. 

Fourth, if you have reason to question 
the financial stability of the work, find 
out something about the men who run 
it. Are the men on the council spiritual 
men with business experience and ade- 
quate background in mission work? Is 
there an adequate home staff to admin- 
ister efficiently the work in this country? 
If not, find out why. Lest some reader 
say that this will result in fewer mission- 
aries, let it also be said that it will re- 
sult in much greater missionary endeav- 
or; for if our present giving to foreign 
missionary causes were properly invested 
in responsible missions, the dividends 
for Christ would be far greater. 

Practically speaking, it may well be 
impossible for each of our readers to do 
this personally. But I write this to bring 
mission leaders face to face with reality. 
Any of our readers has a right to show 
the above to mission representatives 
seeking support and to ask them to state 
the facts.and discuss the matter frankly 
with him, the prospective donor. For, in 
the final analysis, no mission has the 
right to send missionaries to the field 
that does not have contingent funds to 
cover their distresses in normal times. 
Nor does a mission have the right to 
multiply missionaries if its present mem- 
bers are not receiving full allowances 
and needed supplies and equipment to 
do their work. It is not faith to say that 
God will supply in such cases. If mission 
leaders see missionaries in need and 
shut up their compassion, how dwelleth 
the love of God in them? (I John 3:17) 
The answer is “nohow.” Nor is this 
faith. It is impertinence. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND SEX 
(Continued from page 9) 


should become “one” in marriage and 
propagate. 

Aside from this, it is obvious that in 
itself sex could not be evil because it is 
only a tool of human use and will; 
hence only as good or bad as the will 
directing it, a problem which essentially 
involves the nature of fallen man—not 
under discussion at this time. Suffice it 
to say, however, that to repudiate sex 
as an evil is to harness one’s mind to 
a medieval, anti-Christian dogma, one 
that has an unbroken record of spon- 
soring frustration, confusion, sin, and 
mental collapse in its adherents and 
from which, empirically speaking, no 
good thing has yet come. 

(3) The Indulgence Method. — As 
shocking as it may appear to many per- 
sons, there are some parents, psycholo- 
gists, and psychiatrists who at one time 
or another favored this theory of sex 
education, and, sad to say, some still do. 


These misled and woefully misinform- 
ed people maintain that the only sure 
way to restrain curiosity about sex prob- 
lems is to “let them sow their wild oats” 
as one indulgent parent put it, or in 
other words, let them experiment, or in- 
dulge in various experiences until their 
curiosity is satisfied! —The author per- 
sonally knows of counsel given to a 
young girl by a psychiatrist to this effect, 
his thesis being that she had been re- 
strained as a child by “outmoded bibli- 
cal standards of morality” and in order 
that she might be emotionally mature, 
he counseled her to abandon her earlier 
restraints and free herself from inhibi- 
tions and desires. This is, of course, far 
from the general rule, but it is an ex- 
ample of how the indulgence method is 
sometimes fostered by unthinking and 
generally irreligious persons. 

The key to understanding the psy- 
chology of the “indulgence school” is 
found directly in the. Bible where God 
warns us that “the heart is deceitful 
above all things, and desperately cor- 
rupt; who can understand it?” (Jer. 
17:9). 

The mind that can license a libertine 
existence fails to realize that love, mar- 
riage, and society itself are based square- 
ly upon the moral law of God, as it is 
so succinctly stated in the New Testa- 
ment, and we can expect only corrup- 
tion, chaos, and chastisement if we per- 
sist in allowing sex to become an altar 
before which all must bow in un- 
matched reverence. If we therefore en- 
courage youth to “sow wild oats” either 
by clouding the issues with evasion or 
ignoring the problems generally, we 
should be prepared for its harvest—the 
base perversion of a divine gift, certain 
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to be followed by the whirlwind of 
God’s judgment. 

(4) The Moral Acceptance Method.— 
This method is by far the most feasible 
one from a Christian standpoint. This 
concept involves accepting sex as a 
brute fact, recognizing its divine origin, 
and attempting to relate it to practical 
Christian living. Essential to an under- 
standing of this method are the follow- 
ing facts which should be clearly per- 
ceived and evaluated. 

(a) Sex must be limited to the mar- 
riage relationship and procreation.—By 
strongly emphasizing this basic premise, 
fornication and all forms of sexual un- 
cleanness (petting, etc.) are at once sep- 
arated from the true meaning and in- 
tended usage of sex. Christian sex edu- 
cation should be directly related, there- 
fore, to the concept that God desires 
men and women to live decent and up- 
right lives and to indulge in sexual inti- 
macies only insofar as the marriage 
bond allows. In this manner, we under- 
stand that married love and sex are 
clearly defined since divine sanction is 
given for the former which includes the 
latter, while it is withheld from the lat- 
ter without the former. 

(b) Sex is a divine gift bestowed up- 
on us for God’s glory.—Love, as God 
intended it, is supremely experienced 


and manifested in the expression of 
mutual tenderness, compassion, respect, 
and admiration found between marital 
partners and especially in the sex' act 
which God likens’ to a oneness that can 
never be equaled provided it is experi- 
enced within the expressed limits of His 
Will. 

Sex, then, should be understood as a 
divine gift to man which was given to 
glorify God by fulfilling His Will for 
human behavior, general well-being, 
and reproduction. 

Concluding these observations on the 
“moral acceptance method,” we should 
accept sex for what it is, a function of 
the body designed for procreation, hu- 
man happiness, and a means of reveal- 
ing our love for God by obedience to 
His commands. 


The Place of the School 
There are many well-meaning folks 
who feel that sex education should be 
carried out through the public school 
system, and they contend that this 
would solve many parental problems 

where sex education is concerned. 
This proposed solution to the obvi- 
ously critical need for a proper program 
for the presentation of reliable infor- 
mation to our nation’s youth on the 
surface appears quite adequate; how- 
ever, at a second glance, it does not 
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quite answer all the problems. 

Essentially, sex education in schools 
might succeed in giving our youth a 
good, thorough understanding of the 
physical side of sex, but an impersonal 
transmission of objective facts does not 
carry sufficient moral force, if any at all, 
and young people without such guid- 
ance as can come only from moral and 
spiritual sources would quickly drift in- 
to experimentation with their newly 
discovered knowledge. 

If any program such as has been sug- 
gested by numerous lay leaders and edu- 
cators is to be undertaken at all, it 
should include a definite integration of 
religious counseling by representative 
leaders of the major religious bodies. In 
this manner, the Church may have the 
opportunity of channeling such infor- 
mation as the younger persons may ob- 
tain into constructive veins of thought— 
marriage, family, home, etc. 

I am not suggesting by any means, 
however, that sex education in the 
schools is an evil, but rather that it 
should be carefully planned so as to in- 
clude areas of cultural, social, and re- 
ligious influence and thus insure its suc- 
cess as a medium of truly integrated 
biological education. 

It can only be hoped that educators 
will see the value of this concept at 
length and move to bring about such a 
program of sex education which will do 
much to insure our youth of a sound 
background in one of the most neglect- 
ed and misunderstood areas of human 
experience. Where Christian education 
is concerned, however, the sex problem 
should be distinctly related to the moral 
law of God and the responsibility of 
Christians to “glorify God in their 
bodies.” The Bible should be strongly 
emphasized as a type of clinical analysis 
relative to the results of proper sex 


relationships and the certain results of 
sex perversion. 

In a Bible class the writer held for 
some three years in New York City, and 
later in New Jersey, which was to meet 
the needs and problems of young peo- 
ple (14-17 yrs.) on their own level, 
special emphasis upon the moral law of 
God in relation to teen-age sex prob- 
lems proved most effective and extreme- 
ly instructive. 

Most of the group agreed that once 
their major problems and guilt feelings 
were exposed to frank discussion in the 
light of the Bible, the secret fears they 
nourished and the feelings of guilt they 
had previously suppressed as “‘dirty’”’ dis- 
solved before the sound logic and rea- 
sonable answers found in the Word of 
God, and immeasurable good was done 
for both children and parents, some of 
whom personally voiced their hearty ap- 
preciation of a “moral acceptance” ap- 
proach to sex regulated by sound Bible 
studies and discussion. 

The relationship of Christianity to 
sex education, then, in the last analysis 
is the cord which binds the entire frame- 
work of Christian society and moral 
fiber together. It is impossible, I be- 
lieve, to teach a well-rounded sex edu- 
cation unless the divine elements of the 
sex gift are outlined and appreciated; 
else a crass scientific attitude of mere 
function is bound to become paramount 
in the adolescent mind. 

Today more than ever before, in the 
light of the extensive coverage given to 
sex in our civilization, it is becoming 
essential that we relate it to moral is- 
sues and spiritual restraint, avoiding the 
prudish attitude ofttimes characteristic 
of unprogressive clerical influences. The 
rising divorce rate in America, the pre- 
ponderance of sex crimes, the ever- 
swelling mass of seemingly endless mo- 


tion pictures and books glorifying sex at 
the expense of true love and moral be- 
havior are danger signals Christian edu- 
cators ignore at the Church’s peril. We 
must avoid the pitfalls of authoritarian- 
ism, but we must face the facts without 
flinching—we must, in the words of St. 
Peter, “be always ready to give to every 
man who asks a reason... .” 

The sex problems in Christian edu- 
cation can no longer be treated lightly; 
we must close the door on obscene scrib- 
blings and filthy epithets that have cari- 
catured the place and function of sex, 
and in their place we must substitute 
the Christian moral acceptance ap- 
proach, acknowledging its divine values 
and the blessings to be accrued from 
obeying God’s Word out of love for 
Him, not fear of retaliation by Him. 

The goals of Christian education are, 
of course, well known to all informed 
educators, but it is a sign of the times 
that sex offenses in every phase of con- 
temporary life are today starkly in evi- 
dence all about us. 

The task of the Christian educator, 
the pastor, and the parent must, by 
necessity then, include a proper ap- 
proach to the problem of sex from 
childhood through adolescence and 
adulthood. We must be prepared to 
abandon outmoded and inefficient meth- 
ods of expressing the interpretation of 
proper sex knowledge to Christian liv- 
ing and in its stead resort to’ the sound 
guidance of Scripture to “train up a 
child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from 
it” (Prov. 22:6). Such training, if it is 
to be well-rounded, must include the 
answering of sex problems asked by 
Christian youth, it is our responsibility 
to meet this need, it is the Church’s 
duty to her future leaders that is now 
at stake. END 
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RACIAL TENSION 
(Continued from page 7) 


ful to Israel’s God. The surrounding 
peoples served other gods. 

Likewise much was made of the his- 
tory in connection with the tower of 
Babel where God divided the people 
into nations. “Who are we,” it was ar- 
gued, “to undo what God had done at 
Babel and erase lines God had drawn or 
break down barriers He had put up?” 
I believe that this type of theology grows 
out of wishful thinking and is unchris- 


tian and dangerous because it tends to, 


stimulate the arrogance and the selfish- 
ness of the white man. The Bible knows 
of no superior or inferior races—only of 
one chosen people from whom Christ 
was born. 

For a few years this type of theology 
actually fitted the sentiments of most 
white people. They wanted biblical 
foundation for what they were doing or 
planned to do. But soon reaction set in. 
Men came forward to challenge that 
type of scriptural interpretation, and at 
present it seems as if that extreme type 
of so-called “scriptural basis” has lost 
its appeal, and people are turning more 
and more to practical grounds for justi- 
fication of a policy of apartheid or seg- 
regation. And let me state immediately 
that a very strong case can be made out 
for separate churches in an_ historical 
situation like that in South Africa. You 
will note I do not say “segregated.” 

Many of us who do not believe an 
iota of the theology of “racial segregation 
within the church of Jesus Christ” are 
still vividly aware of the historical situa- 
tion in which we live. We always need 
to remind ourselves that man does not 
live in a vacuum—neither does the 
church. It is rooted in historical situa- 
tions. To force chaos on whole groups 
of people by acting as if these situations 
do not exist is the worst kind of irrespon- 
sibility and cannot be defended on any 
Christian grounds. Man does not exist in 
the abstract. I personally thought the 
Evanston resolutions were not quite free 
from this failure. We too readily argue 
about man as if he exists in the abstract 
and take resolutions accordingly. Man 
is everywhere rooted in some historical 
situation, and cognizance of that situa- 
tion is important in any Christian ap- 
proach. Many Christians face this dilem- 
ma in South Africa today. They realize 
that to accept segregation even on a 
temporary basis in a way perpetuates it. 
But they realize that any sudden break 
in this pattern would lead to chaos. 

While I am convinced that any system 
whereby a fellow believer is excluded 
from any church or act of worship mere- 
ly because he has another color, is wrong, 
unchristian, and indefensible, I am also 
convinced that separate services and 
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even churches for white and colored be- 
lievers, on the condition that no one is 
excluded on any other ground than that 
of faith, will for a long time to come be 
a wise policy for the South African 
churches. But while this must for a long 
time for very definite cultural and ling- 
uistic reasons be the general pattern, 
the Christian church must in the mean- 
time explore every possible avenue of 
normal Christian contact between white 
and black believers and promote mutual 
understanding and Christian brotherli- 
ness in every possible way. Even if we 
have separate churches for the different 
racial groups, nobody must be barred 
from any service or excluded from enter- 


ing or worshipping freely in any church. 
But to force integration in the South 
African situation today would not be 
promoting Christian brotherhood but 
only violent, unchristian and antichris- 
tian reactions and general chaos. 

The question may be asked: To what 
degree is the separate church system in 
South Africa at the present time based 
on an unwillingness of most whites to 
worship regularly or naturally with non- 
whites or on a more positive basis in 
which the cultural, educational, and 
linguistic realities are decisive? 

I fear that any honest person will have 
to admit that for most whites it is based 
on an unwillingness to worship with 
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non-whites. To change this attitude and 
make white believers willing to worship 
with non-white believers in a natural and 
Christian way will be a long and diffi- 
cult process. Yet to be Christian th> 
Church will have to free itself of th’s 
attitude. If, after that, separate churches 
for practical reasons without this nega- 
tive, exclusive attitude, still exist, I for 
one can see no objection to it on condi- 
tion, of course, that there is natural 
and normal contact between the differ- 
ent groups of believers. 

But as long as and in so far as an un- 
willingness to worship with non-white 
believers is the basis of separate and 
segregated churches, no_ responsible 
Christian has a choice but to stamp it as 
a sinful attitude and to bring the gospel 
to bear on it so as to eradicate it from 
the minds and. hearts of Christian people. 

May I conclude by giving a very gen- 
eral outline only of my own convictions. 
Over against the two groups who want 
to force integration at all costs or to 
perpepuate apartheid at all costs, we 
have to face a third position. 

There are those among us who agree 
that exclusion as such is wrong, that we 
may not on grounds of race or color 
close the door of any place of worship 
on any human being who is a Christian 
believer, yet who believe that Christian 
responsibility may lead us to acknow- 
ledge that while separate churches for 
different racial, ethnic, color, or lang- 
uage groups are not ‘the ultimate ideal, 
it may in certain situations, be the wise 
and most natural policy in the interim. 
They believe that in some situations it 
is, at present, the lesser of two evils. I 
know that many will answer: If you have 
a clearcut Christian ideal, then force the 
issue. If it is right, and the ideal, it 
must be put into practice without delay 
and at all costs. There are those who 
feel, however, that this attitude borders 
on fanaticism, because it does not recog- 
nize the whole sinful situation in which 
man lives. Though these men do not 
subscribe to the so-called scriptural basis 
for segregation within the church and 
believe that the ideal is a church in 
which race or color or nationality is 
not made the decisive factor but only 
faith in Jesus Christ, they are convinced 
that in some situations to force integra- 
tion would only lead to a rich harvest 
of chaos and disaster. 

They stress the fact, however, that 
even if we cannot immediately reach the 
ideal, we should keep it clearly before 
us. They are vividly aware of the ex- 
treme danger “of merely letting the 
church conform to reality, to the his- 
torical patterns in which it lives and 
moves, and so to cause it to lose its qual- 
ity of prophecy. If this happens reality 
and not the gospel becomes our norm 
and we run the great risk of completely 
losing the ideal.” Instead of trying to 


make our practice conform more closely 
to our ideal, we are then bound to try 
to justify our practice and may even try 
to seek that justification in the Scrip- 
tures. 

We must never lose the ideal of a 
church in which all men who believe in 
Christ will be at home. But while we 
struggle toward the attainment of that 
ideal, different churches based on lang- 
uage or race may be useful and even 
preferable in some cases, always on the 
understanding, however, that nobody 
who wishes to join a Christian church 
may be excluded on grounds other than 
that of faith. 

As we strive towards this goal Christ 
is our hope. The Church, as manifesta- 
tion of His Kingdom, is the place where 
the powers of the age to come are ex- 
perienced. 

If the Church really believes that 
Christ is the hope of the world, in other 
words that Christ has an eschatological 
significance for the world not only sub 
specie aeternitatis, but also in the every 
day life of historical development, then 
it follows that the Church must also 
manifest this fact in its own life and 
that separation between believer and be- 
liever must ultimately be wiped out. 

If at this stage it is not more than an 
ideal, it is at any rate no mere dream. 
The dream can remain a dream, but an 
ideal must of necessity continually pro- 
gress on the way to realization. Without 
forgetting hard realism, the Church, as 
the bearer of the message of Christ, must 
be in the forefront of this progress to- 
wards the elimination of all walls of 
separation between believer and believer, 
not only, nor in the first place, as an ex- 
ample to the world, but primarily in 
obedience to its calling as church of 
Christ. 

The fact that we have so often failed 
in this must lead us as believers to re- 
pentance. Judgment can start at no other 
place than the house of God. 

I write these words as one who believes 
that the Christian fundamentally knows 
only one apartheid (separation) and that 
is separation from sin and who is deeply 
disturbed by our failure in many re- 
spects,.but as one, on the other hand, 
who is as deeply convinced of the ex- 
tremely complicated situations some 
churches, and especially the churches in 
South Africa, face. 

It is nowhere easier to condemn fel- 
low Christians and other churches. It is 
sometimes very difficult to understand 
all complexities. 

Let condemnation in these things be 
far from us, and understanding, prayer, 
and hope motivate and characterize our 
discussions and actions as men and as 
churches. This is our hope: God is still 
willing to reach men and churches in 
their specific circumstances. How best to 
make Christian brotherhood real! Enp 
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DEAR FELLOW CHRISTIAN 
and FELLOW AMERICAN 


Believe me, when a judge in the state of Kentucky rules that 
Roman Catholic nuns may teach in our public schools in their 
religious habits, It’s Time for Protestant Christians to Take Action. 


When Public Welfare Funds in our large cities are channeled to 
Catholic Charities rather than directly to the individuals and fam- 
ilies in need, It’s Time for Protestant Christians to Take Action. 


When Negroes in Harlem must join the Roman Catholic Church 
if they hope to get ahead in civil service jobs, It’s Time for Protes- 
tant Christians to Take Action. 


When public tax money is spent to transport children to Roman 
Catholic parochial schools, It’s Time for Protestant Christians to 
Take Action. 


When a Protestant church cannot invite a converted Roman Cath- 
olic priest to address its congregation for fear of reprisals on its 
businessmen, It’s Time for Protestant Christians to Take Action. 


When Roman Catholic nuns encourage Catholic schoolchildren to 
sell lottery tickets in direct defiance of State law, It’s Time for 
Protestant Christians to Take Action. 


When an American magazine is forced to issue an apology for 
publishing a letter critical of the Roman Catholic Church in its 
“letters to the editor” column, It’s Time for Protestant Christians 
to Take Action. 


When a spokesman for the Roman Catholic Church boasts that 
the prayers of the Church that America become a Catholic country 
are about to be answered and the Catholic Church to become the 
dominant religious body in this country, It’s Time for Protestant 
Christians to Take Action. 


When Christian families in Colombia are thrown into prison for 
reading their Bible, It’s Time for Protestant Christians to Take 
Action. 


When the Knights of Columbus can overrule public protest and 
erect a twenty-foot crucifix in a public park in Indiana, 


IT’S TIME FOR PROTESTANT CHRISTIANS TO TAKE ACTION. 


WHAT ACTION CAN PROTESTANT 
CHRISTIANS TAKE TO PREVENT 
THE UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES OF 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH? 


1. Pray for, witness to and love the 
Roman Catholic people, while oppos- 
ing the error of the system which has 
entrapped them. 


2. Pray fervently for the awakening 
of other Americans to this danger. 


3. Support the work of Christ’s Mis- 
sion through your prayers and gifts. 


4. Be informed on these burning is- 
sues. Your best source of un-biased in- 
formation on the Catholic question is 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine. 
| urge all Christian Americans to sub- 
scribe today. The subscription price is 
only $2.00 per year. By regularly read- 
ing the CONVERTED CATHOLIC maga- 
zine you will be not only a loyal Chris- 
tian American but an informed one 
as well. 


Through the publication of the CON- 
VERTED CATHOLIC, books and pamph- 
lets; through the distribution of films; 
through informed speakers available 
to church groups; through its help to 
ex-priests, Christ's Mission is bringing 
the truth to America. This work is very 
costly, but it is also very urgent. We 
must act now, or millions of Roman 
Catholics will die without Christ. 


Yours in Him, 
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Walter M. Montano 


Executive Director 
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